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PREFACE. 



^TPO wHh for mfprmation concerning fudi 

*•*" benefaftors as have greatly contributed to 

<0ur inftrudion oramufement, is a natural curiop» 

fity, which has gratitude for its bafis* And the 

lovers of Italian Poetry, as well as vocal Muficj 

(if I may judge of the feelings <>f others by my 

iown) regard Metaftafio as the primary fource of 

their moft exquifite drfightin the union of thofe 

arts. But this poet has ftill higher claims on 

our reverence and afFe£tion, from hi3 innoxious 

life and moral charader, which give ^ ]dn<l of 

^ignity to innoc^ent pleafures^ and to humanity. 

The life and writings of Metaftafk> have bee^ 

fo much^connefted with that art, upon the ftudy 

and hiftpry of which, fo great a portion of my 

own life has been fpent, that his Letters feenied 

to furnifli neceflEiry materials to ifee <x)mpletiofli 

of my muiical annals. Indeed^ if theCs letters 

had con^ 19 my hands pievioins to th^ publica.* 

tion of my General Hifiory^ fevera] points rela«> 

tive to the progrefe of the mufieal drama would 

have been illuftrjated from them. But, befide^ 

their intimate donneftion with mufic and its 

profefforB, I found in them fo many pleafing 

})?aiiliful^ apd new fentiments^ on other fub- 
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jeSs, written in a ftyle fo fuperior in elegance, 
grace, and facility, to any other Italian profe 
with which I am accjualnted,; thaff I w^flied to 
recommend them to the ftudents and lovers of 
Italian literature in geriera^ ^s models of fami- 
liar letters, and of eafy and elegant profe. 

The admirers of a foreign. dramatic poet, of 
whofe produi&ions none have beea well tran- 
flated, except a few by my worthy friend, . Mr. 
Hoole, cannot be very numerous, nor is jt likely 
that a general curiofity concerning his life and 
writings will now be excited. However, as a 
Poet of refined tafte and fentiments, a^ld,a.M^N 
pofle£^ed of every moral and focial virtue that 
embelliihes fociety, and exalts human nature, 
his condufl: and opinions deferve difplay, as 
much as his literaty abilities admiration. : • 

The pofthumous publication of his private 
letters, which during naany. years of his life had 
been copied previous to. th^ir. departure for the 
pkce of their deftination, by a youqg Italian 
fettled* at Vienna, as an .-exercife in: his own 
language, will enable me .in the courfe of thefe 
Memoirs to let the poet, fpeak for himfelf on 
mjipy. fijibjefts, concerning which it is. natural 
forja cturious reader, to wiih to know his. genuine^ 
Jftintfmefrt*/ ) l**-^-*^ • > • '' '• -:*_ 
J- .The ingitleut? in .his.life, anteriot Jo.his arriva^I 
2^ the ,ca,pit^} of Germany, wiH be. given from 
au^heptic.'a,c?f;oun|:s, pubHflie^ by his countrymen 
* .^.-..- ' .. . - in 
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inltaly'fincehis deceafe, and which, from their 
fingularity, ahd the myftery in which they were' 
long involved^ feemed in want of indifputable 
vouchers to render them credible. 

There are few circumftances relative to his 
fiibfequenf life and writings, but what may be 
gathered from his works tfiemfelves, particularly 
his epiftolary correfpondence, which from a few 
of his private 'lettet«, that, in defiance of all his 
folicitude to keep from the prefs, the vanity of 
hh friends had. made public^ were long wiflied 
for by his coimtrynien {a).- 

Tlie hlftory of a hero, is to be found in hit 
puMic tFanfa£lions ; and that of a man of letters, 
in \a& private correfpondence. The mod authen-* 
tic and fatisfaftory liiiftory of Cicero, is to be 
gathered from his JEfifhIjp Familiares^ or private 

{a) It IS faid in his Eloge by Andrea Rubbi, of the 
Academy of Sciences at' Mantua, written two months after 
the Poet's deceafe, 'and:pHtttbd kt Venice, that, ** ift his WS^ 
ters CO his-^ends he diiTeniinated.that fweet urbanity which 
his heart never failed tp fi^nifl^. ph,;what a precioini jiftil 
wouId.be to the world, if fame beiiefacflor to mankind would 
publifli them! Whatever is now faid 6f his heart, would be 
then demonftrated; From the fci^ that have beeh fcfen, We 
may imagiiir the reft to be repiete with -morality, frkndfiiip,, 
gratitude,, found critidfmf.fag^rcomifd^ and rsligious {emi« 
ments. .Where can we find iiv Italy a feries of modern letters 
whicj^ would furnifll fuch ufeful, fuch deliglitful leflbns to 
inexperienced youth? We look towards them with eager 
expeiSation, and hope they will foon be in our pofleffioh.*' 
- " * Ei/fgj JtaHani, Yomo imo, 

a 5 letters. 
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ktt<*rs, not intended for publication:;: the letters 
of Erafmus cdmpofe the bed part of Dr. Jortin's, 
Life of that honeft a^leamed.divind; as the let* 
tcrs of Petrarch do of his Memoirs by the Abbe 
dfrSade^and above all^^e letters 6fGlay>ingeni- 
eufly incorporated by his frieiid IVfo. Mafim in his^^ 
Memoirs, which have always appeared to me the 
moR: agreeable fpecies of biojprapl^ that has 
ever been publiflied* Dr. JohnC^, ki his admi* 
table Lives, of our Poet^i though his ^{ninions 
concerning the merit of fome of th^m.are<Kr- 
puted^ and have never fatis&e^ my o^ytr Qiind^ 
lias manifefled fuch powers of iotelle^i^ and 
profound critical knowledge^ as^will ptobably 
fettle the national opmionon many fiibjeOts^ of 
literature npon an imtnoveable foundation. In* 
4eed his biographical (ketches are. more confined 
to difcriminatTve exiticifmon the.wx>rk» of our^ 
poetSy than thdr manners and private life;, but 
^: M6ta.ftalk>> whofe -writings are well ^known 
to- bredthe the moife noble fentiinents, aad pared 
toOrtdity, we wiflied to know how Ki^ private 
life cqrrefponded with hia^ public princ^es. 
And how could this be better difcoveyed by a^ 
ibreigRCir,at the diftance of London .frOfmYienna* 
titan bjrhts Letters ^ His countrymen, thelta- 
liatis^ almoft equally diftant from his refi^^nce 
durmg more than fifty years pf hia^xiftenqe> fe^nv 
to know as little concoming his privata life^ as 
we do in En^andi except from his letters ; few 

of 
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ofwhichw€flpe pxibliflied, when moft of hisiml• 
. grapfcfera^jkrettt to work. ^ ^ V -^ 
-r fENefircrof thepoet^thitthaye been attempted, 
vhii^htt^ public orations and eulogies that wore 
cmnpofed^d promunced upon him in the lite- 
irdrjr aiautemiM of Italy, bjr men of the firft 
^rttiiiseiicefbr learning and fcience, before and 
after bis dece^fe; ure innumerable* His conn- 
ttytecfn^ih poffefBon of thefe, may have their 
eut*tofity fuffidently gratified s but as the prefent 
Wofk-i* intended to convey to Englifh readers 
feflW Jd«i of the genius and moral worth of this 
extrabrdinary man, I (hall give them> from his 
bfeft biographers and eulogifts that I have been 
* aMe to procure, the moft promihent features of 
> his chara£ter, as fd(r as they agree with what I 
^ faw and heard at Vieiiha> in my vifiti to tbe 
imperial Laureat, and enquiries concerning him> 
of his friends and moft intimate acquaintance.: 
' The Fiift biographical eBky that appeared afirr 
the pace's deceafe, was AOmpendium $f the life cf 
tik ulebfMted imperial Latireaty Pimno Mbta* 
stUsWy written hi German, for (be ufe cf- bis 
'ftUkrtBiegrapbersy by Josibph R£Z£a. * This tfras 
' l^tiblHhed at Vienna, in 1782, in an 8vo pam- 
|)lifek of only ^3 pages. It was foon after tran- 
-^Ihiti^ Into Italian, and publifhed likewife>.in 
Vfethrtt r i differeht tratiflation^ in Italian, appear* 
tcF'k fKsvfaje In 1783 ; and ftom this fmall tra£l, 
'"^^Ifte ptMeipal^^tFiiits of his perfon and charader 

a 4 feem 
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fecm to have been drawm^Hby) hb^imbfe^udnt 
p>anegyrifts and biographers. :: a^' - ~ . Ti' i 
..II. Elogio di PmtRo 'Met ABTiSfsi a,, written- 
by Andrea Rubbi, i782,tw6nnMitha after the 
Poet's death, and publiQied- atiVcniceSin-the- 
ift. vol. of Elogj liaffanir in 1:2 voJs* Svo* =T3us 
is«.a continued rbapfbdy of :praife and admipa^^ 
tion, which required ^Alltiic-intuinfic merit, 
worth, and fame^of .Metaftafio^ to xender pala^* 
able. The biographical information, is tradi- 
tional, and the annotations are .fo injudicioiifly 
fele£ted, as, if authentic, to confute: the chief 
part of his perfonal praife. Butthis-writer, who 
repeats fuch wild and increcMble goffipping 
ftories concerning the poet's prejudueSy is the 
grcateft enthufiaft for his virtues and benignity 
of iheart, of all his panegyrifts. 

III. Elogio deW Abate Pietro Metasta:* 
s 10, read at a general meeting of the Arcadian 
Academy at Rome, in Atiguft^ 178a, by the 
Abftt^ Taruffi. None of the panegyrifts or 
bie^graphers of the poet were fo well acquainted 
with bjs public works and private life as this 
eulogift, who had refided many years at Vienna, 
as ;^uditor jand' Secretary of Legaticxa to the 
Pope's h^uncipi and who enjoyed the friendfhip of 
Metaftafio in the moil inticnate and confidential 
maimer* r {A man of fouiid learni^ig^ anduner^ 
f ing judgm^t ^andtaile^ it> literature: and the fine; 
arts..- V- h-5.;;f^,; -.iT.-^ .4;^.. • ..^ r.'.. .,:, .-..;, ^ 
v: >: . IV. Storia, 
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IVi. Stor I A, or Hiftory of the dramatic Poet, 
PiETROTRAPAssiAbateMhTASTAsio,illuftrated 
withinotes, and many of his letters; written by 
Ca|)tam Marc Antoktio Aluigi. In Aiifi, 
^783, 8vo4 170 pa^/ 

This is one of the moft confiderable, in length, of 
iaayof th^ lives thathave been written of our bard* 
The author has taken great pains in collecting all 
the information which he could procure from the* 
poet's works, and from tradition; but having 
had .no perfonal knowledge of him, nor ever been 
in the lift of his correfpondents, his information 
is neither new nor well authenticated. 

V* Elogio di PiETRo Metastasio, publiihed 
in a work entitled Ekgj d'alcuni iUuftri liaiiani. 
Eulogiea, or characters of illuftrious Italians, bjr 
Monfignor Angelo Fabbroni, Bifliop of Piih^ 
1 784, 8vo. 98 pages. 

TTiis learned prelate was long in correfpond- 
ence with Metaftaiio, and folicited his permiifion 
to write his life, and affiftance in fumifhing nte- 
terials, previous to his deceafe ; toi^^hich requeft 
the poet's negative will be found in the courfe 
of his Letters. - 

There are many juft reflexions mdcriticial 
remarks in this Elcge^ but the biographical part 
is dnefi^y copied from Resar. 

^hiVUaofiafiiiria, The Life or Hiftory of the 
Abate Peter Metaftafio, Csefarean Poet. Venice, 
printed by Zatta, 1784, and prefixed to the 

edition 
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fLdilMa ef/therFeetfs work^/rcopled ff4ih ihait of 
i^s. Anonymous. ^ Jthas; IttiirfcTaf, b^enfeid 
4ijr rihe editor of thtf iViW^ditfcif; ^ ta have fete^ 
-%iT#lten by ifee Jate Abate *©i<^VAlt^t*RAHfeksc6 
^Li^AiiBSirv in his Ikxtet day^ of wfa^dhbe^^ 
the Mowing fevere^ butjutt, charafter. ^^^is 
twork idfeijdered infiifierabte by «i heft^ bf ftmnge 
^nd inapplicable qtiotation^, by pedantfy, and 
by the blunders with which it abounds, copied 
"^m another life which was piilriKflied ' by 
iAMgi:, m 1783.' ,' . / :■:. . 

' VfL Msnmrie perfervire alia vita — Me Aoirs to- 
^^wards a Life^of Metaftafio, colle£ledby Savetio 
Mattel, 8vo. Naples, 1785. 
'^ Thefe Memoirs were publiflied with an Eloge 
«i JoiiEtti, or an Effay on the progrefs of The- 
iftridal P6e>Ty and Mufic, by the fame author. 
®g. Savv Mattei is not only pofleffed of deep 
•iafid ^s^bcttfive learnings but labilities as a poet> 
^imd great knowledge and good tafte in mv&t j 
-^fewcerning which he feem^ to hav^ heard, read, 
'awd' ^meditated, mdrc than any man of letters 
^ft^Italy, ' He rather points out in this tra^J^, iti a 
^foofe and irregular way, juft as recolleftion die- 
^ates^ triitterials for other biographers, thta atr 
tempts a regular life of has frieiid and eort-cfpon- 
dent Me^taftafio himfelft' However, hi^ dif- 
|ofarted -materials aite^^U ufefiali arid^ many of 
Hhem-ftch aS^aireiK) wltereelfe to befotind. 
— VIH. RagjpnmtkmtOy or a Difcourfe'by Johft 
'-- 3 Baptift. 



^ir It £ F Ji c 1L m 

fiiap^tift MorefohiV mpraiie of Peter Metiftafici^ 
r^BJ^-^%^ meetiii^^of the Academy J^S FenriS 
1^ Bo^gH^^ 1 1 7864 This difa)urfei prefixed t^ 
the fy^t mJifivpusi of M^aftafio's Letters, is a AmA 
MOlyfis^of >Iiis^drama$> abounding in enthufiaftio 
enoomiumf^ but ctmtaina ik> aiiecdk)tes or bt(K 
^pMcal iqdformaticm coueerning t&e poet's life 
Mii manners* it ig». howevev not devoid 4i$ 

JelTJvccato Carlo Cristini. In this life, writteir 
hy tbe Sdit^r of the complete edition of ail Meta*- 
J^a|iip:-s Works, in twenty vols. izmo. with t«K> 
volumes of Remarks andObfervations on his dr»- 
ijt^atic tpmdu^iions, publiflied at Nice, in z 785 
a^ 17.36^ ftb< author ieems judiciouily to havo 
mailed himfelf of the labours of all his predeceC^ 
foi^s^; having compiled a lif^ from tlie infonqation 
c^toinedby 4;he^ refearches of others, uodt from » 
p^p;^ai r acquaintance or correfpondem>$ witji 
t^e poet) nojT . aay new fources of infbrmatipn^ 
,^*Gept-what he.pi?oG^ur«d at Naples from Signor 
Mattel*- This is doubtlefs the moA; ample {and 
£^tisfa£b^ life of Metafiaiio which I haveieeOi, 
ocGUp59ing;^i4 P^^s of the lirft volume of the 
edition to^whiehit-kjpr^xed* 
v;r^,T*fe author of: thi^ life has' do«e me tfee 
^i^ooourt^ refer ^Jiteral: times tomjG^Mm ^mt: 
#nc€s indeed, -to point out * miftake, which I 
^\\ i^^mG& readily acknowledge and couea. 

-^:,,^/ ' At 

. I . J .i 1 J ;,\v . 
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^,t the -time of nay vifiting VienBa> ten yejar^f 
before the deceafe of Metaftafio, the hiflory of 
tbe. esffly part of his life was wry imperfefilly 
kn^i^wn; and the bequeft if a friend hoA been trsr 
^itlpl^Uy handed about^ inftead of that ' of the 
RAP^amnff^ /which i& iiow univerfally known and 
^SlkmtA. The ftory had been told me by a pcr- 
fon of high lank^ whofe information, in other 
fefpcQs, has flood the teft of the ftrifil-eft exa- 
mination; but at this time,- even the Abate 
Taxiiaiti, Metaftafio's countryman and intimate 
friend, was unacquainted with the Will of the 
^manina, and feemed to credit the ^oty which 
wa^ th^n in. circulation concerning Metaftafio's 
jenerofity tO;the relations of a deceafed friend. 
i,fiAt.$he time of Metaftafib-s deceafe, there 
w^l^ ftK capital editions of his works in the 
prpfs, rand;. innumerable have been the editions 
&a^e,.t<jt mpftjof which alife of the author is 
prp£xtd, whic;h : has been confulted, though 
jfOj)^qfit;^hlyj J^ hopes of new information. In- 
^c^d n^y )?eJ!l refowrces of information have 
fipiyedfrppthe ppfthuuious publication of the five 
YoitW^^^f^ his^ietters, which firft appeared with 
th<? qoi^plete, e4ition of his poetical works at 
Nifp,^ I786> bjit without, the leaft attentbn to 
^ii^onojogy^ The principal of thefe, however, 
I .h^ye arrainge4, trswiflated, and interwoven in 
the Memoirs : making the poet, as often as 
2 poffiblc. 
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pq^ble, ifpcak foT Jjimfelf, and relate hisf 'own 
fiory..i: .: .■^} i,^-: ■'. ' ■ ■ ' ''\ 

I jnigfcit. add, jas aaftidvantage to myfelf, dt 
le.2ift,/rif 0dt.toroy^iil:erpri2:e, that I had a'pcr* 
fojialh acquaintance J ^ with feveral of the* Poet** 
CQfjrefpLondenta;. fuoh as Pa4re Martini, H^fle) 
JpajiQjli,.and Farinelli; that J am in poflfeffion 
pf^liUe iWQuks. or njoft of his literary friends, to 
i/^Jjon^iliijRi letters are preferved; and was^ a 
ftw^g^r.to th« perfon or talents of but few of 
tl)6 jQpera cpmpofcrs or finger^ that are occalion^? 
^ly J3;ienti<^ed in his correfpo|>dence. 
,,:)PlJit ftill, hoping for iferther information^ =^nd 
j«\>yillingi to, flmnk from any pains, or leavtf 
untried: any ^ffible means of ptocuring it, 1 
ifent^red tp ^ddrefe s letter to his eteve and 
^(TcjLijrix,* the abcQmpliflied M^em$ifeUe Maf^ 
imfAi ?t Vienna, telling hpr of my d^figny and 
fpecifyiog all the materials which I had been 
^bl^.tP cqllefil for its accomplifhment. - At the 
jGa^ne jtipac^icntreating her to. inform me whether 
it woubithQipoffible to augment them hf pubficf 
hooka or priY:ate anecdotes ? And had the fatif^ 
feftion of -•bqihg'. affured by this lady (the perfofA 
heft .Qualified to ,anfwer my queftion) after piii 
rufittg litfi lift of books which I had proculred 
previous to Writing th? life of Metaftafio, thit 
fffhe could arecolle£l: no others ; nor could thofe 
H'. pf wJiom ihe ha^ enquired.'* ^ "-"^ - 
-■•-r;:. - "They 
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.** They have been printing here *, fft^ adds). 
** ever fince the month of June, 1794, the ge* 
^ nnine letters of Metaftafio to h\i friehds/ and 
^ crfher particular pieces, of whfch- 1 Ifend you a 
■^^ catalogue, and vrhkh Iliave ceded to i yotihg 
f* phyfidan. Dr. Lewis Careno by naane, an fta- 
^ lian, fettled here with great reputation in 
^ medicine and Hter&ture ; he intends to make 
* three editions at the fame time, two in the 
^ form of that of Paxis, 1789, and^onQ in that 
** of Venice of 1781. 

" The firft volume ha$ left the prefs ever fince 
^ Oftober, 1794, and the lecond is near finifh- 
^ ed 5 fo that towards the nionth of April next 
^Macjemoifelle Martines's letter is dated Janu-: 
ary a^th 1795), ** all the thr^e volumes will 
^ s^jpear under the *itle of ^ Operepojifme deW 
fyiJ^^.PiETRo Metastasip, Vienn^ ^?95-'' 
>* iii the firft will be found a ijcta^ufcript well 
*' worthy of the author r OJferv^moni da me fatte 
^JuUe TragedU e Commedie Grecbey which takes up 
^a third part of that volume ; then be^iin thq 
*^ fele£fed letters: In the next volume, the let7 
*^ ters are continued ; and the third will c^ontain 
** letters and billets written by the late emprefs 
*^ Maria Teresa, and little poetical pieces 
« collefted from his writings. The jmprefllon 
** will be executed with the utmoft elegance and 
-^^ neatnefs. For your further information, I havq 

♦ At Vienna. 

"inclofed 
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»^ inclofed a copy of the Printer's advertife- 
^[ ment* ; - 

/* I would be more circumftantial to you with 
^f reg^ni to /the 3aFd; but that | fee you are 
." fyfi^iijied with the beft books concerning him; 
"and may draw thence a deal of information; 
/*If in aay thing elfe I may be of fervice to 
/.* you, it will give me ^ true fetisfaftion, as it 
.^* does to affwre you of that .real efteem wttl? 
;5f..MrJiich I am, Sir, 

ff Your moft humble fervant, 

" Makianne Martikes.^ 

' ^This'extiraft, literally copied from the original 
letter T\^h which I have ]been favoured, I could[ 
xJqt reffft inferting in my Preface ; not only for 
trie ittformation it will afford the admirers of 
Metaftafto' Concerning the three additional 
yoRimes oiP fiis works, printed in 4to, 8vo, and 
iizmo, t6 fuit aiiy edition of his former writ- 
|hgs:^df' which" they may be in poffeffion, but as 
5l' fpecAtien'of the marvellous accuracy with 
^^Hrliich this ingenious lady is able to write in a 
|lite[gtiage, i&trhich Ihe has acquired at the diftancjj^ 
pf i thoufknd miles from our Ifland J 
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SECTION I- 



Jr lETRO Trapasso, the fecond fon o( Fe- 
lice Trapaffo of Afifi, and Francefca Galafti 
of Bologna, was born at Rome, Jan. 6th, 
1698, in the parifli of Santi Lorenzo & Da- 
mafo, where he was baptifed the 19th of the 
fame month, by Card, Ottoboni. 

His father, thpugh defcended from a family 
in Afifi which had long enjoyed the privileges 
of free-citizens; but which, by a gradual de- 
cline, was reduced to poverty, not being able 
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to fubfifl in the place of his birth, lifted for 
a foldier in the regiment of Corfi, and foon 
after married Francefca Galafti, by whom 
he had many children befides the Poet.- 

While he was in garrifon, to the fmall pay 
of a foldier, he added fomething towards 
the maintenance of his family, by becom- 
ing an Amanuenfis. And at length, having 
ferved the ufual time, and by extreme in- 
duftry and oeconomy faved a little money, 
he entered into par tnerfhip with afhop-keepcr 
at Rome, for the fale of goods which be- 
long to what the Romans call Varte bianca^ 
Confifting of oil^ flower^ paftry, and other 
culinary materials. 

And having been fomewhat profperous in 
this kind of merchahdife, he placed his two 
eldeft fons, Leopoldo, and Pietro, at a Gram- 
mftr^fchool. The latter difcovered an extra- 
ordinary quicknels aiid difpofition for litera- 
ture, and a violent paffion for poetry, with a 
power of makiiig verfes, extempore, on any 
given fubjeft, before he was ten years 
old(^). 

This 

(a) This fpecies of infpiration, allowed to the improvi'- 
fatori of Italy, was long doubted in England by thofe 
who had never croffed the Alps, till the arrival of the 
celebrated Tal assi in our country about ten years ago ; 

when 
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This faculty he was habituated to exer- 
eife, after fchool hours, at his father's (hop^ 
where great crowds iifed to affemble in the 
ftreet of an evening to hear the young Tra- 
paffi fing, airimprovijia ; who, befides the 
harmony of his numbers, was gifted with 
the melody of a fine voice. During one 
of thefe tuneful Jits, the learned civilian 
Gravina having accidentally paffed that 
way, was ftiiick with the fweetnefs of the 
child's voice, and ftill more with his verfes, 
which he foon found were extempore, and 
either upon perfons who flood near him, or 
on playful fubjefts of their fuggefting. 

Gravina was fo aftonifhed and pleafed at 
the precocity of the little bard's talents, 
that he ftopt to carefs, and convcrfe with 
him, offering him money for his perform-^ 
ance, which however the child modeftly de- 
clined to accept. This fo much increafed thei 
civilian's admiration, that he inftantly con- 
ceived awifh to adopt him, for the pleafiireof 
cultivating a foil which nature had rendered 
fo fertile, that even the fpontaneous flowers 
and fruits it produced were of a fuperioi' 

when the moft obftinate infidels were converted to the 
faith) and obliged to confefs the reality of the art 
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kind* Without hefitation he therefore ap- 
plied to his parents, Ibliciting them to tranf^ 
fer to him the care of their fon's education, 
promifing to become not only his preceptor, 
but father. 

As the child was ftill to remain at Rome, 
and no cruel preliminary was mentioned, by 
which his natural parents were prohibited 
from feeing him and cherifhing reciprocal 
afFe6lion, Felix was too wife, and zealous for 
the welfare of his fon, to refufe the proffer- 
ed patronage ; and the next morning Pietro 
was condudled by his father and mother to 
the houfe of Gravina, and wholly configned 
to his care and prote6lion. 

Our young bard was now, from the le- 
gitimate child of a (hop-keeper, become 
the adopted fon of a man of letters. And 
as his learned patron was partial to Greek 
literature, and wi(hed to implant in the 
mind of the young Roman a refpeft and 
reverence for ancient lore, he tranflated his 
name into Greek: calling him Metas- 
TASio, inftead of T!rapaffi\ as Msrag-acr^^-, 
MuTATio, feemed at once to exprefs his 
former name of Trapajfo^ and his new fitua- 
tion as an adopted child. 

And 
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And having changed his name, he un- 
dertook the nmore difficult talk of changing, 
or at leaft, enlarging, his mental faculties, 
and at the fame time that he was ftudying 
the learned languages, and imbuing his 
mind with the fciences, he wifhcd to make 
him an orator rather than a poet, and deter- 
mined that he fhould ftudy the Law as a pro- 
feffion ; that, and Divinity, being the only 
two roads by which a man of learning could 
arrive at honours and dignity in Rome. 
Poets, indeed, were rewarded with barren 
praife and acclamation, but wealth and afflu- 
ence were ftransers to their doors. 

Yet while he was obliged to read the dry 
books of the Law, and to hear the wran- 
gling and jargon of the bar, his natural 
paffion never quitted him, but 

True as the needle to the Polar ftar 
Which nightly guides the adventVous mariner, 
Its glowing influence pointed out the way 
Through flow*ry paths of poetry to ftray. 

And however he was oftenfibly occupied 
by other ftudies, he found time, by ftealth, 
to read the great models of the art, of 
which fays an Italian writer, " he fucked 
the fweet, and devoured the lubftance.'* 
Indeed hp was as much in difguife in th^ 
B 3 robes 
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robes of the Fonim, as Achilles in thofe of 
a female. At the names of Homer and 
Ariofto, which were his favourite poets, 
he was unable to contain himfelf; and 
Qravina difcoyerhig, in fpite of his pupil's 
determination to conform implicitly to his 
will, that this exclufive. paflion for poetry 
was inluperable, at length permitted him 
to read thofe poets which he himfelf thought 
not only the beft, but the only naodels of 
perfection. At the age of fourteen, during 
the early period of this indulgence, Metaftafio 
produced his Tragedy pf Giujlino^ conform- 
able to the rigour of all the rules of the 
ancient Greek dramatic writers, with which 
his learned preceptor had fupplied him. 
But he lifped the numbers of the dry and 
formgtl fcenes of this Coup d'EJfai in a 
manner which he afterwards difliked irl 
proportion to the pains he had taken to 
walk the ftage in Greek bulkins. We have 
his own opinion of this produftion in a 
letter written to Signor Calfabigi, in which 
he fays : ^' I ihould have wiflied that none 
pf ray early produ6lions, which favour too 
much of adolcfcence, might have appeared 
in the Paris edition, particularly the Tra- 
gedy of Giujiino^ written at fourteen years of 
3 ?ge 5 



( 7 ) 

age : when the authority of my illuftrious 
mafter did not fufFer me to move a ftep fron^ 
the moft religious imitation of the Greeks ; 
and when my inexperience and want of dif- 
cernment were unable, to diftinguifli gold 
from lead, even in thofe mines themfelves, 
of which he then began to diiplay to me 
the treafures/* Atto 11. Sc. 4. of tliis 
Tragedy is finely written, and abounding in 
profound fentiments. There are chorufes 
a la GreCj and airs alVItalienne^ at the end 
of each a6i: ; but of which (as there are 
five a6ls) thefe airs and chorufes only could 
have beeji liing (b). Cleone^ the footh-fayer, 
pleads his caufe very ably for an advocate 
at fourteen, to the fair widow Afteria, 
Atto IIL Sc. 5. The three firft adls are 
mild and unimpaffioned; but the fourth, is 
all diftrefs and agitation. An incident 
occurs in this a6l fimilar to that in Shak- 
fpeare's Romeo and Juliet, where Romeo, 
luppofing Juliet dead, drinks poifon, which 
he has fcarcely fwallowed when fhe revives : 
Thus Sophia, fuppofing Juftin to have been 

(b) It does not appear that this Tragedy was ever per- 
formed as an Opera. The drama of the fame name, fet 
by Handel and brought out in 1737) is founded on a very 
different hiftorical fa6i:. 

B 4 . irrecover- 



( 8 ) 

irrecoverably drowned, takes a fatal draught ; 
but is foon after informed that he is reco- 
vered. 

It feems fomewhat inconfiftent, that Gra- 
vina, whofe firft impreffions in favour of his 
young pupil were the efFe6ls of his prema- 
ture genius for poetry, fliould check his 
progrefs in that art, in favour of another 
ftudy for which he had no paflion or uncom- 
mon dilpofition; but thinking more of his 
future fortune than fame, he chained him to 
legiflation, pandefts, edifts, decrees, codes, 
rolls, and every fpecies of advocation* that 
was likely to contribute to his profeffional 
knowledge and advancement. 

But after producing the Tragedy of Giuf-^ 
tino upon Gravina's favourite Greek model, 
the learned civilian feems not only to have 
tolerated, byt encouraged his pupil's adora- 
tion of the mufes ; and at eighteen carried 
him to Naples exprefsly to afford him an 
opportunity of finging extempore with the 
moft celebrated Improvifatori of Italy at that 
time. Metaftafio, in a letter to Algarotti 

* Alas ! my thrice gentle Caffioj 
My advocation is not now in tune. 

SpAKSP. Ot3El;.o. 
written 
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written m 1757, gives the following account 
of this poetical contention. " It is jour, 
wifli to have fpecimens of the verfes which 
I made extempore, during my childhood ; 
but how can I poffibly gratify this wiih ? I 
do not deny but that a natural talent for 
harmony and the mufes, was difcovered in 
me, that was thought fomewhat uncommon, ' 
and more early than ufual, that is, at ten or 
eleven years old; that this phenomenon fb 
dazzled my great mafter Gravina, that he 
was partial to it, and cherifhed me as a foil 
worthy of his cultivation : and that fo late 
as the year 17 16, he exhibited me to fpeak 
verfes, God knows how, for the benefit of 
Georgio Lorentino, upon all kinds of fub- 
je6J:s, at which time I had for competitors the 
illuftrious Rolli, Vagnini, and the Cavalier 
Perfetti, men who were then arrived at full 
maturity, and veterans in Pindaric battles." 
And it is related by his biographers, that 
in this very year of his age, he fling, aW 
improvtjla^ at Naples, forty oflave flanzas 
on a fiibjeft propofed to him by one of the 
audience, which was the magnificence of 
princes^ and he was heard with wonder and 
rapture by all the learned prefent. They 
gdmired the fecundity of his ideas, the fu- 

blimit y 
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was found to have been made in 171 7, and 
that he had appointed him his heir. 

By this Hberal a6l, he verified his pro- 
mife to the parents of Metaftafio, of treat- 
ing: him as his own child. The advantage 
to his talents and to the lovers of poetry, 
which is flippofed to have been derived from 
this early lo(s of his learned tutor, was the 
opportunity it afforded his genius, to free 
itfelf from the trammels of Grecian rules and 
fervile imitation. But though in his dramas 
he has more pathos, poetry, nature, and 
facility, than we are now able to find in the 
ancient Greek tragedians, yet his early ftudy 
of them certainly elevated his ideas and 
flyle, and taught him how to Ihun the 
vulgarity and abfurdities with which the 
early popular dramatifts of moft countries 
abound. He may be faid to write with 
claffic elegance, though he had libei^ated 
himfelf from claffic chains. 

Gravina rendered his name more cele- 
brated by educating and forming the tafte 
of Metaftafio, than by all the produftions 
of hiis own pen. This learned civilian was 
born in the diocefe of Cofenza, in the Pon- 
tificate of Innocent XI. and was called to 

RomQ 
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Rome and honoyred with ' a profeflional 
chair, as a doftor.of laws, at the Univerfity 
de//a Sapienza. He had many friends by 
whoni he was fmcerely loved and refpeft- 
cd ; but he had likewile many enemies, who 
tried to deprefs and mortify him in their 
writings. The celebrated fatires of ^uintus 
Settanus were all written againft him, under 
the feigned name of Filodemo. They are 
extremely bitter; but it is imagined that 
Gravina brought feverity upon himfelf, by 
his rough treatment of others in his critical 
writings, where he neither fpai'ed the inge- 
nious nor the learned, any more than the 
dull and the ignorant. His works confift of 
his Poetics^ or la Ragion Poetica ; a treatife 
on tragedy publifhed by Metaftafio, and four 
tragedies, entitltd Pa/ameJes^ Andromeddy Ap- 
pius Claudius^ and Servius TuUius^ which 
could not have been written by Sophocles 
himfelf in a more Grecian ftyle. But the 
moft celebrated of all his profeflional pro- 
du6tions, is entitled Originum Jurisj libri 
tres^ the moft learned work which has ap- 
peared on that fubjeft, and which is ftili 
much read and ftudied by proficients in the 
law. He left behind him the charafter of 
but a moderate poet and orator, though 

poflefled 
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poffefled of great learning and claflical know- 
ledge. Gravina's bequeft to Metaftafio con- 
fifted of 15,000 Roman crowns, between 
three and four thoufand pounds fterling in 
money, a fum, fays his anonymous biogra- 
pher, not contemptible, if he had known as 
well how to keep as defervc it. But the 
mufes are no great friends to oeconomy : and 
poet and parfimony m the vocabulary of 
Apollo have a very oppofite fignification, 
Befides the fpecie, he left him an excellent 
library, and a great quantity of rich furniture, 
with three fmall places, of which he had put 
him in poffeffion before his deceafe, and a 
little eftate in the kingdom of Naples. 

Metaftaiio's refpeft and gratitude for his 
preceptor and benefa6lor, will appear in 
fb many of the letters which will be infcrted 
in the courfe of thefe Memoirs, that we 
^ fhall only here cite from a letter to his bro- 
ther Leopold, a paflage in which the good 
fenfe and found judgment, as well as affec- 
tion for his mental mafter, appear in a ftrong 
light. 

" The Abate Molinari informs me, that 
a pious ecclefiaftic has written the life of 
our excellent Gravina, which he intends to 
publilh. And I undcrfland, that it is his 

inten- 
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intention particularly to exculpate him from 
the charge of irreligion, falfely afcribed to 
him by fome of his enemies. I am ex- 
tremely grateful to any one who manifefts 
partiality for a man to whom I owe fb 
much. But, between ourfelves, I fear this 
zeal is now out of feafon. All rivalry is at an 
end ; and the republic of letters now only 
remembers the fame which his learned labours 
have merited. So that an apology at this 
time would only inform the world of what 
at prefent it is wholly ignorant : that fome 
doubts were once entertained concerning 
the orthodoxy of this great man. Try to 
get acquainted with the good ecclefiaftic, 
and if' poffible to fee his work. And after 
due praifc and acknowledgements for his in- 
tentions, communicate to him, with all pof- 
fible humility, my doubts of the expediency 
;of luch a publication. But do it gently : 
for if the author expefts much applaufe or 
profit from his work, he will not eafily be 
prevailed on to relinquifh it.*' 

Our poet is now become a free agent^ 
mafter of himfelf, and a defpotic prince 
over no inconfiderable fortune. His con- 
verfation and verfes had too much excel- 
lence to want admirers. And his table was 

too 
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too Well ferved to be in want of guefts. He 
now wholly quitted the dry ftudy of the 
law, and devoted himfelf and his fortune to 
the mufes and his friends. There was no 
poetical affembly in which he did not read 
Ibnie new produftion : as our Garrick in the 
early part of his life was found wherever 
lovers of theatrical amufements were affem- 
bled. Stimulated by the applaufe which 
every piece univerfally received, Metaftafio 
thought of nothing but how to have it re- 
newed by another compofition. The love of 
praife is an infirmity to which the beft minds 
are perhaps the moft fubjett. During this 
intoxication, not a thought feems to have 
been beftowed on his prefent finances or fu- 
ture fortune. If he refle6led at all during 
thefe times of diffipation, it was on the 
number of his friends and admirers, and the 
certainty of patronage whenever he fhould 
want it. What his predeceffor Petrarca has 
faid of the temple of love, was ftill more ap- 
-plicable to that of fortune, by Metaftafio. 

Errori, fogni, ed Immaglnl fmorte 
Erand'intorno alParco trionfale^ 
E falfe ophiiom in fu le portCy 
E lubrkofperarfu per lefcaW^. 

* ^ctrar. trionf. d'Amorc. 
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Errors ^nd Dreams and Thoughts half fbrm'd abound, 
And crowd the bafelefs &bric all around $ 
While at the threfhold fialfe Opinions ftand, 
And on the fteps, vain Hope, with magic wand. 

Thofe whom the poet's young imagina- 
tion had dignified with the title of friends, 
were only indulging their love of poetry 
and good cheer, at his expence. Amoijg 
all the leflbns of literature and fcience, 
which his learned and liberal patron had 
taught him, lie feems to have forgotten 
thofe of worldly wifdom. And in pointing 
out to his genius and diligence the means 
of meriting the property he left him, he 
wholly neglefted to tell him how to pre- 
serve it, and that the flattery of the poor 
and the rich is alike felfifh : the one for 
profit, and the other for jpleafure. And 
indeed it is faid, that during this time, 
among his moft ardent admirers at Rome, 
befides thofe who profited from his bounty, 
there were many perfons of the higheft 
i-ank and authority, who feemed proud of 
being thought his patrons and prote<9:ors* 
But the zeal of thefe cooled in proportion 
as he became likely to want their protec- 
tion ; and what Pliny has faid of the Cin- 
namon tree, feems applicable to the great 
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in general, corticis, in quo futrima gratia f 
nothing but the bark, the naere oufjide^ is 
of any value. For want of thefe inftruc- 
tions, his patron's legacy was foon diflipat- 
ed ; not in the fupport of vice, but moftly 
in munificence and good cheer. Many of 
his fugitive pieces were produced during 
this period, particularly his fonnet on 
the celebrated Galparini, in 171 9, (the 
year after his patron's death) when that 
elegant and pleafing compofer was in the 
height of his favour at Rome. Many of 
his cantatas, canzonets, and fbnnets were 
produced even at a more early period (c). 

Finding himfelf in two years time 
wholly reduced to his two fmall Roman 
places, his little Neapolitan poffeffions, and 
his library, he went to Naples with the 
firm refolution of ferioufly refuming the 
fludy of the law. Being arrived in that 
city 1720, he placed himfelf under the 
guidance of an advocate of the name of 
Paglietti^ earneftly entreating his afliftance 
in the ftudy of jurifprudence, and pro-- 
mifing on his own part, to fecond the in- 

(c) See Hift. Muf. vol. iv, 
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ftru6lions which he fhould receive with all 
poffible diligence and docility (d). 1 aglietti 
was one of the moft eminent lawyers at that 
time in the city of Naples ; but fo rigorous 
a dilciplinarian, and fb totally devoted to his 
profeflion, that he not only defpifed but ab- 
folutely hated every fpecies of ornamental 
knowledge or literature. Poetry was there- 
fore ranked by him among the moft deadly 
fins of which an advocate could poffibly be 
guilty. Indeed it was to him an objeft of 
luch horror, that he trembled at the mere 
mention of it. It is natural therefore to fup- 
pofe that Pagliettij devoid of all taftc for the 
arts of elegance, which help to humanize 
and polilh our favage nature, was rough, 
four, and forbidding in his addrefs and man- 
ners : he was all law, and of that fevere and 
mercilefs fort, which knows not how to par- 
don the fmalleft imprudence or deviation 
from worldly wifdom. 

(d) Though moft of the biographers of Metaftafio agree 
in this account of his placing himfelf under a celebrated 
advocate at Naples, in order to purfue the ftudy of the 
law after the deceafe of Gravina; the Poet hiinfelf, in his 
letters to Saverio Mattei, calls him the celebrated advocate^ 
and afterwards counfel Cajiagnola. 

c 2 Metaftafio 
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Metaftafio was not ignorant of his feveritj 
and invincible hatred for poetry; but in- 
ftead of looking upon it as an evil, he v^as 
the more eager to place himfelf under his 
moft rigid difcipline, in order to prevent a 
relapfe into poetry, which had hitherto been 
to him fo unprofitable a ftudy. The recep- 
tion of Metaftafio by this Lycurgus, and his 
firft lefture, were perhaps rendered more 
auftere and acrid by the fame of his poetical 
talents, with which not only Naples but all 
Italy was already filled; but Metaftafio 
hearing it with heroic patience, renewed 
his promife of ^unwearied application, and 
kept it fo well during his firft refidence un- 
der the advocate's roof, tlTat he began to 
entertain great hope& of his becoming an ex- 
cellent lawyer, and treated him with as 
much fweetnefs as his bitter nature would 
allow* He knew that the ftudies of his 
young difciple were frequently impeded hy 
the vifits of perfons of learning and diftinc- 
tion, to whom his poetical abilities were well 
known, and who remembered him when he 
was brought to Naples, as an imp'rovifatore^ 
by Gravina. But now their expedations were 
transferred to his legal abilities, upon which, 
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from his learning and application, they had 
formed the higheft hopes. It is certain that 
Metaftafio at this time, exercifing the greateft 
tyranny over his natural inclination, refrained 
entirely, not oaly fromwriting verfes, but from 
Ipeaking them extempore, in ipite of all {o^ 
licitation. The firft breach of contradl with 
the rugged advocate, and firft feduftion of 
the mufe during his refidence at Naples, was 
ii> the beginning of 172 1, at the inftigation 
of the countefs of Althan, who prevailed on 
him to write an Epithalamium for the nup- 
tials of her relation the marquis Pigna- 
telli with a lady of the Pinelli family ; it 
confifts of near one hundred o6lave ftanzas, 
is full of elegance, and in the higheft clafs of 
poetry. The drama of Endymion, the firft 
that he produced exprefsly for mufic, is faid 
tp have beei> written on the fame occafion, 
of which the following dedicatory epiftle to 
(he countefs d' Althan, dated May 30, 1721, 
is printed at the head of his letters. ^' If it 
is natural, moft illuftrious and excellent Lady, 
for teiider fathers to regard their children 
witli afFedion, as a part of themfelves, and 
^ continuation of their own exiftence, 
with how much greater re^fon ought intel- 
lectual parents to love the produftions of 
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their minds, and to cultivate that celcftial 
Ipar'c which diftinguiflics us from brutes, 
and renders us fuperior to all other terreftial 
beings.'* 

The reft is common flattery — declaring 
that if he durft, he would fay the very fine 
things which he does fay, of the lady's high 
rank and illuftrious progenitors. 

Metaftafio's next infringement of the 
laws laid down by the advocate Paglietti 
againft the wicked praftice of poetry, was 
cccafioned by an application from the Vice- 
roy of Naples himfelf, that he would write 
a drama for mufic, to be performed on the 
birth-day of the emprefs Elizabeth, confort 
of the emperor Charles VI. who was then 
in pofleffion of that kingdom. It is faid 
that he was with difficulty prevailed upon 
to enter on this talk, and only complied upon 
a promife that it (hould be kept a profound 
fccret. Our bard in perpetual fear of the 
inexorable lawyer, was obliged to facrifice 
his hours of fleep to this contraband com- 
merce with the mufes. The piece was en- 
titled The Gardens of the Hesperides, 
and is one of the moft beautiful of his 6arly 
produftions. The viceroy on receiving it 
I pre- 
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prcfented him with two hundred ducats, and 
is faid by the anonymous author of his life 
to have received his promife of fecrecy, 
which he kept fo religioufly, that neither the 
compofer, the fingers, nor the printer him- 
felf had the leaft fufpicion who was the 
author- That the young Bard may have 
wifhed to lie concealed during the rehearfal 
and firft performance of his dramatic at- 
tempt, is probable; but that he continued 
longer to make a myftery of the parentage 
of this poetical child, when it had received 
foch unequivocal marks of public favour, is 
fully confuted by the firft edition of this 
drama, which now lies before me, and to 
the dedication of which his name is fubfcribed 
at full length (e). It has been truly faid, 
that when a falfehood has gained admiffion 
into a book, it is more likely to be copied 

' (e) As the firft Edition is become very fcarce, and 
fettles feveral difputed points in the Life of the Lyric 
Bard, I fhall infert the title here, e ntire. 

Gli Orti Esperidi componimento dramatico da cofh^ 
t^rjiy in occqfione del feiiciffimo giorno natalizio della fau 
Cef. Catt. Real Maefia di EUfabetta Augufla Imp$rairi€$ 
regnante^ per commando dell '^illuft^\ ed £ccel'"^j Sig. Df 
Mar^ Antonio Borghefi^ Principe di Sulmone, Ficere, ^Cp 
del Regno di Napoli. In Napoli, 1 72 1, 4.to. per Fran^efcp 
Rlcciardo^ 

c 4 than 
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than confuted. And this flory of Metaftafia 
wMhing to lie concealed during the perform- 
ance and fuccefs^of hisfirft drama at Naples, 
after being hazarded by one biographer, has 
been taken upon truft by all fiibfequent wri- 
ters of his life ; and I (hould have been oi 
the number had I not luckily met with the 
original printed copy. The dedication of 
this drama to the Vice-Queen, dated Naples, 
28th of Auguft 1 72 1, is elegantly written, 
but abounds not with uncommon ideas. 

" If, lays he, the choice of a grand an4 
fublime fubjeft were fufficient to fecure the 
fuccefa 5f a literary pt-oduftion, I Ihould 
have no reafoh to dre^d the fate of this. But 
if it is true, that the more vaft and majeftiq 
the edifice, the more folid flioiild be the 
foundation, and the workmanfliip the more 
exquifitc, I have the greater reafon to fear 
that the enterprize prelqribed to me, is too 
high for my j^bilities. Deign therefore, moft 
illuftrious lady, to fufFer me to avail myfelf 
of the fplendor of your name, to make 
amends for the defeds of jny pen. Already 
the care of the Gardens of the Hefperides^ 
Xvhencc my Work has its nanie, is taken 
from the fabulous dragon and afligned to ^ 
defcendant of the glorious family of Bor- 



ghefe. 
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ghefe (f). And if every othef reaibn (houl4 
fail to induce your acceptance of this hun^blQ 
offering, it is hoped that your excellency will 
be propitious to my prayer, in confideration 
of the grandeur of the fubjeft and the com-^ 
mands which emboldened the mufe to fq 
daring a flijght. I might now launch out 
in the praifes of your excell^encc, and of your 
jnoft worthy confbrt, but befides my injunc- 
tions to the contrary, I fhould neither be 
able to iay fo much as is univerfally known, 
nor lb little, but that your modefty would b^ 
offended with it. Therefore, without length- 
ening this addrefs unnecefTarily, imploring 
for this produdion that patronage and par- 
tiality with which the author has been ho-j 
noured by your excellency from his mofl: 
parly youth, I prefiime with the mofl pro- 
found refpe6l and reverence, to fubfcribe 
myfelf your excellency's mofl humble, mofl 
devoted, and mofl obliged iervant, 

>Iaplc8,A«^.28, PlETRO MeTASTASIO/* 

pQRPORA had the honour of fetting tq 
mufic this firft Lyric efRifion of our Bard. It 
pnly confifls of two afls. The principal 

(f) ^ Let us, for once, (fays the Jb.Crlfllani^ the moft 
exa£l and judicious of Metaftafio's biographers) forgive 
the Poet the ufe of fo infipid an argument'* 

4 femalo 
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female finger was theRoMANiNA, of whom 
we fhall have frequent occafioii to fpeak 
hereafter- Thofe of the other four fingers 
employed, were in England during Handel's 
Opera Regency: Pinacci, Pqfi^ and La 
Merighu The fcenes and decorations, of 
which, three or four plates are given in this 
4to edition, were extremely Iplendid, but 
not in the ufiial good tafte of Italy in fubfe- 
quent times. 

The next drama that was written at the 
cxpence of his legal ftudies, or his moments 
of reft and recreation, was Angelica. This 
was printed at Naples, 1722, and fet by 
Porpora, for the Emprefs's birth-day fgj. 
The preface to this piece is printed in the 
firft volume of the author's letters, in which 
he fays : " The learned and excellent men, in 
every faculty, that abound in Naples, at pre-^ 
fent^ more than in any other city in Europe, 
are not accuftomed to demean themfelves fb 
far as to judge of works fo much below their 
notice as this; yet as every produdion of art, 
which necefiity or choice brings into the 
world, fhould be fi.ibmitted to their decifion, 

(g) It has been faid in fome accounts of Metaftafio's 
early pjoduftions, that FarineUi's firft perfonnance was 
in this Serenata, &c. 

as 
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as worthy arbiters of its merit, the author 
is anxious to excufe, not to defend, the 
defefts of the prcfent drama. And in- 
deed it would, perhaps, have been better 
able to defend itfelf, both as to the conduft 
of the fable and the elegance of the dialogue, 
had the author been allowed more time to 
correft and polifh it, previous to its being fet 
to mufic ; but the producing poetry different 
from that in common ufe ; the adopting 
each part to the particular talents and abili- 
ties of the performers ; and many other re- 
ftraints, which are difficult to explain to 
thofe who are unaccuftomed to fuch labours, 
ought in juftice to exempt the author from 
the cenfure of negligence. Thofe, however, 
who generally fet up for the moft unerring 
judges of the works of others, feek for. 
nothing but defefts ; and the inftant a work 
appears, fit in judgment over it, boldly pro- 
nouncingfentence, and exercifmgthe wretch- 
ed employment of begging praife for them- 
felves, for denouncing the faults of others* 
As the author did not undertake the prefent 
work in order to acquire reputation, but in 
obedience to thofe who honoured him with 
f heir commands ; and as he luckily fucceeded 

in 
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in pleafing them^ he readily renounces all 
other claims to favour. 

" The plot is taken from Ariofto, as every 
i)iie muft know ; but for .the convenience of 
reprefent^tipn, it has been altered in fomc 
parts/' 

The poems which he produced at Naples, 
were the admiration of all perfons pofleffed 
of a love and tafte for poetry, particularly 
f&e Gardens of the IJefperides-, but none felt its 
beauties (b forcibly as the Bulgarella 
detta RoMANiNA, the greateft female finger 
and aftrefs of her time; who having per*- 
formed the part of Venus in that occafional 
drama, was fo enchanted with the uncom-* 
pion beauty of the poetry, that {he could not 
reft till flie had been introduced to the ac- 
quaintance of the author. Indeed, tradition 
fays, that this drama had an effecl upqn the 
audience in general, which Naples had |iever 
before experienced, The recitative was 
hardly begun, when the fpeftators formed 9 
more curious fpedacle than the adors them- 
felves: fo great was the change in their bc-^ 
haviour and mode of liftening that w^s in- 
ftantly produced. Violent noife and un- 
bridled clamour, ufed to reign in every p^r^ 
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of that theatre, and could never be fubduedl 
but with great difficulty, even when fome 
capital finger had a favourite air to perform ; 
and it was no fooner over, than the din was 
renewed with fiich vehemence, that even 
the orcheftra could not be heard. But now, 
every one delighted by the new and decorous 
arrangement of the fcenes, original beauty 
and fweetnefs of the verfe, the force of the 
fentiments, the texture of the parts, and all the 
wonders of Metaftafio's dramatic poetry, was 
forced, almoftinfenfibly, into profound filencc 
and attention* The companions of Dido 
\vhile Eneas was relating the tragical events 
which happened at the fiege of Troy, could 
hot have liftened with more eagernefs than 
the Neapolitan audience did at this repre- 
fentation. Univerfal curiofity was excited, 
and enquiries made, after the author, wlic, 
though a poet and fond of praife, is faid to 
have wiflied to lie concealed. But the Bid- 
gdrlni who was not only pleafed in common 
"with the lovers of poetry, but imprclfed 
with the moll lively gratitude to the author 
of the HefperideSj for the flattering reception 
aiid unbounded applaufe which this piece 
had procured her, both as an aftrefs and 
finger,^ was impatient to be perfonally ac- 
quainted 
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cjuaintcd with him. And having difcovered 
that fhe knew one of his intimate friends^ 
Ihe prevailed upon him to try to bring the 
poet to her houfe. He at firil: refifted the 
Iblicitation ; but, at length, ceafing to be in- 
exorable, he was induced to make her a 
Vifit. The Romanina (as (he was generally 
called from being a native of that city,) had 
no fboner {ctn him, than fhe felt an uncom- 
mon regard for him. His poetical abilities^ 
elegance of manners, and fine countenance, 
together with the circumftance of his being 
her countryman, or rather townfman, aU 
joined to increafe her regard; while Metaf^ 
tafio on his part felt equally unable, with all 
the ftoicifm he could mufter, to refift the 
defire of improving the acquaintance ; and 
frequently returned to enjoy the pleafure of 
her converfation. 

He had foon reafon to believe, from the 
countenance and behaviour of Paglietti, that 
neither his theatrical produftion, nor the 
new ftage acquaintance which he had made, 
was unknown to him. The praifeg he re- 
ceived from the Romanina^ and all thofe 
to whom the fecret had been divulged, and 
their preffing inftances tb?tt he would con- 
tinue to write, awakened his paffion for 

poetry. 
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poetry, wTiich he had flattered himfelf was 
wholly lubdued. He now began to feel, that by 
the narrow and contra6led ftudyof thelaw, his 
genius could never expand in his own original 
ideas, but would be conftantly tied down to 
thofe of others. His reflexions upon the 
ibrdidnefs of facrifieing his whole life to a 
diftafl:eful bufinefs, for the mere hope of ac- 
quiring wealth, (as he afterwards confefled 
to his confidential friends), joined to the 
harfh treatment of the old advocate, which 
became more intolerable in proportion as the 
afliduity of Metaftafio diminifhed, entirely 
determined him to quit both him and his 
profefiion. 

His female friend perceived the conflift 
and internal war; and in order to ftimulate 
'his courage and refolution, Ihe and her huf- 
band invited him in the moft prefling man- 
ner to refide under the fame roof, and aflured 
him that they wpuld contribute every thing 
in their power, to render his life as eafy and 
comfortable as poffible. He remained feveral 
months in a ftate of uncertainty ; but at 
length, determined to accept their offer, to 
return to poetry, and to enjoy the pleafures 
of fociety in full liberty. Yet he did not 
feem infenfible of the apparent indecorum 

and 
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bhd want of fortitude which he manifeftcd 
in quitting, with fuch feeming levity, the 
purfuit of ftudies which had been recom- 
mended to him by his deccafed patron ; noi' 
was he quite at his eafe on the fide of deli- 
cacy, as to appearances ; the obligations to 
the Bulgarinij under which he was loading 
himfelf, frequently opprefled his mind. And 
yet fo limited is our power of penetrating into 
future events, that the meafures which he now 
purfued, far from impeding either his fame 
or fortune, were the foundations of all his 
fubfequent celebrity. An Italian poet has 
well defcribed the fhortnefs of mental vifion* 

Scbbenfembra talor che torvo e in} quo 

11 voltQ verfo noi volga, la forte ; 

Rlla feguendo fuo cojiume antiquo 

A inafpettata gloja apre le porte : 

E afconde fpefjq fotto calle obbliqu^ 

Delia fclicha le vie piu corte : 

Onde non fappia In mezzo ai tortiy e ai guai 

Uuom chc tcmer^ ne che /per ar glammau 

•^ Blind to the future," while he fojourns herd 

Man knows not what to hope or what to fear ; 

Amidft misfortune, forrow, and difmay, 

Fate oftj in frowns, points out the fhorteft way 

To fortune, fame, and unexpefted joy. 

By means which prudence trembles to employ. 

Sig. Saverio Mattel relates a curious 
^megdote which he had from the priucefa 

Belmonte, 
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Belmontc, concerning th« power of our 
young author's extemporaneous poetry, 
during his refidence at. Naples, after the 
'deceafe of Gravina. The poet' having a 
law-foit on his hands, for part of the pof- 
feffions bequeathed to him in that kingdom 
by the Civilian, applied to this prinfcefs for 
her intereft with the judge, (an iniquitous 
pra6tice in almoft every country, but Eng- 
land,) and fhe told him, if he would firft 
make her miftrefs of the fubjeft, by pleading 
his own caufe himfelf, alPimproviJiaj and con- 
vince her that juftice was on his fide, fhc 
would ufe her utmoft influence in his favour. 
He at firft excufed himfelf, on account of 
want of j^radice, in a faculty which he had 
difcontinued for many years. But the 
princefs perfifting in her wifli, as the only 
condition on which ihe fliould intereft her- 
felf in the bufinefs, he at length begun : and 
pleaded his caufe in afong^ with fuch lively 
and infinuating expreflions, that he foon 
drew tears from his patronefs. And while 
he was in the a^ of incantation^ other com- 
pany came in, who were equally afFefted by 
his enchantments. The next day, princefs 
Belmonte applied to the judges, begged, 
prayed, and related, not only the merits of 
VOL, J. © the 
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the caufe, but the extraordinary talents of 
her client ; intreating him to be prefent at a 
fimilar exhibition. A day being fixed, and 
Metaftafio defired to repeat his pleadings to a 
new audience in the priiiccfs's palace, he 
confented; and without repeating a fingle 
verfe of what he had fung before, -fuch were 
the fire, elegance, and touching enthufiafm 
of his numbers, as left not a dry eye in the 
room. The caufe was foon after juridically 
determined in his favour. 

We will fuppofe from the innate probity 
and honour of Metaftafio, that he had juftice 
as well as poetry on his fide; but when elo- 
quence, or a firen voice is employed to 
confound right and wrong, facts, which 
ihould alone determine legal right, are (6 
concealed, difguifed, and perverted, that 
juftice, which Ihould be not only Mind but 
deaf to all but fafts, is totally banifhed tha 
court. 

• The Bulgarini \yvL% engaged to fing in the 
theatre of Naples, during the carnival of 
, 1 724; and being very ambitious of appearing 
to as much advantage in the next opera a». 
fhe had done in that for the birth-day of the 
emprefs, fhe preffed . the poet to write a 
drama,, in which, as firft woman, fuch a 

charaQ:er 
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charafter might fall to her fhare, as would 
give her an opportunity of difplaying all her 
powers, both as an adrefs and finger. It 
is ealy to imagine with what zeal the Abate 
went to work, in order to gratify her wilh. 
After many heroines had paffed in review. 
Dido was at length chofen, and the drama 
entitled Didone Abbandonata produced; 
in which he chofe the period of the hero, 
-^neas, quitting the Carthaginian queen: as 
it furnifhed fcenes of the greateft force and 
paflion, as well as more expreffion for his 
pen, and more abundant opportunities for 
the dilplay of the Romanina's abilities, than 
any other. This was the firft perfeft mufical 
drama, perhaps, that ever graced the Italian 
ftage. The applaufe it obtained, was equal 
to that of the Qrti Efperidi ; and though the 
ftory was fo well known; that no efFefts could 
-be produced by furprife, yet the pleafure of 
the audience was exceffive fhj. The dif- 
ferent editions circulated in a fliort time, 
were innumerable ; and the Italians, proud 
of the refurredlion of their drama, began to 
challenge all the reft of Europe, where their 
theatrical produ6lions were thought Hiperior, 

(h) This opera was fet by Sarro^ and the part^of iEneas 
performQd by Nicolinu 

D 2 to 
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to fhew any one,, originally written for 
mufic, equally perfeft. The learned Saverio 
Mattel, who is a very judicious muiical 
critic, in his eulogium on lomelli^ in which 
he has inferted a fhort account of the pro- 
grefs of theatrical poetry and mufic, fays, 
that ^' the Romanina was a great adre(s, 
and that Metaftafio himfelf was obliged to 
her for fiiggefting to him the fineft fitua- 
tions in his Op. of Didonc, fuch as the 14th 
and 15th fcencs of the fecond aft, which 
were entirely of her invention, as the 
princefs Belmonte had frequently told him." 
Opera annals, perhaps, can furnifh no other 
inftance of a female finger, qualified to in- 
ftru6l a poet, except the Mingotti ; who had 
ftudicd ftage efFefts as well as harmony, 
fufficiently to enlighten the author of the 
words fhe fung, as well as the compofer of 
the mufic.. 

From the great and fiidden celebrity of 
Didoney which immediately after its firft 
appearance at Naples, was fet by the beft 
compofers of the time for the other principal 
theatres of Italy ; the Venetian minifter at 
Rome, where it had been performed to- 
Sarro's mufic, was inftigatcd to apply to 
Metaftafio to write the opera of Siroe, 

which 
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which he fent to Venice, where it met with 
a fuccefs equal to that of Dido, to the great 
emolument of the author, who was magni- 
ficiently rewarded for the fuperior excellence 
of his poetry. This drama was fet by 
Vinci at Venice, and performed and 
printed in 1726. 

It appears from the original libretti^ or 
printed books of the words, all which I 
have been fo lucky as to procure, that the 
Romanina not only performed the principal 
female part in Metaftafio's four firft dramas 
at Naples, but that flie performed with the 
celebrated Nicolini in Didoney and Siroe^ at 
Venice^ when they were firft rcprefented 
there in 1725, and 1726; and according to 
Quadrio, fij Metaftafio was himfelf in that 
city at this time ; as, prefixed to the Venetian 
edition oi Didone in 1725, there is a fonnet 
figned by the poet, and addreffed to the 
ladies of Venice. It was during this period, 
that he altered, for the lame performers, 
the old opera of Siface> at the requeft of 
Porpora. 

Th? Romaniiia, probably, was not very 
young at this time, as in 1709, and 1712, 

(i) Storia d^ogni poefia. 

1^ ^ (he 
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fhe had, arrived at the flimmit of her pro* 
feffion at Genoa, where, according to the 
printed books of the words, fhe performed 
the firft woman's part ; and it does not ap- 
pear, that (he ever fung on the ftage after 
(he quitted Venice, in iy26. 

Didone, which had produced our poet, 
at Naples, another fum of two hundred 
ducats, was thought a much lefs confiderable 
advantage to him, than the conftant en- 
creafe of the regard and afFeftion of the Ro- 
manina : who is faid to have exulted ex-^ 
tremely, as. well as her hulband, in the 
lagacity with which they had made choice 
of fo dear and valuable a gueft. 

In the carnival of 1726, while Metaftafio*s 
dramas received fuch unbounded applaufe at 
Venice, Didoney as fet by Vinci, was re- 
ceived at Rome with acclamation. The 
famous ex-jefiiit Cordara, who was there at 
that time, in his eloge of Metaftafio, recited 
at Alexandria in 1782, defcribes its recep- 
tion in the following manner : 

" Every fcene produced one continued 
applaufe. But who can defcribe the rapture 
of the pit, when the queen of Carthage dif- 
dainfuUy rifing from the throne, repreffes 
the infolent prctenfions of 'the kii^ig of Mau- 
4 ritania 
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ritania, with the dignity of an independent 
princefs, by the fpirited air. Son Regina, &c? 
The noife feemed to fhake the theatre to its 
foundation. I was not there nayfelf, as nay 
habit did not allow me to be prefent at fuch 
fpeftacles ; but I almoft heard the i-umoiir 
in my cell, fo full was all Rome with the 
fame of this produftion." 

In 1727, the Romanina having fulfilled 
all her theatrical engagements at Naples and 
elfewhere, prepared to return to Rome, yet 
declared at the fame time, that fhe would 
never fee her native city agdn, ' unlefs in 
the company of her dear friend. He re- 
mained for a while irrefolute ; but, at length, 
the warm afFeftion he retained for the place 
,of his nativity, in fpite of the negleft and 
difappointment which had driven him thence, 
heightened perhaps by his regard for the 
Bulgariiii, and fortified by the defire of fee- 
ing his father, and the reft of his family, 
determined him to quit Naples, in company 
with his benefa6lrice ; but not before he had 
-obtained a promife from her, that, in return 
for the hoipitality which he had received 
under &er roof at Naples, Ihe and her family 
Ihould become Ais guefts, at Rome. To this 
propofition all parties having acceded, he 

p 4 wrote 
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wrote to his agents, to provide a houfe fuf- 
fiqient for the two families of Trapa/Ji and 
Bulgarini. And from the time of his arrival 
in that city, till his departure for Germany, 
they all lived under the fame roof> and con- 
ftituted one family. The Roraanina, as 
more rich and accuftomed to the manage- 
ment of a family, was inverted with the 
fuperjntendancc of all houfehold coioceiiis ; 
the reft had nothing to do, but to attend their 
own purfuits ; while Metailafio received 
vifits, wrote verfes^ improved his circuro- 
fiances, and encreafcd bis celebrity. 

The firft drama which he produced, ex- 
prefsly for Rome, was Catone inUtjca, 
which was fet by Vinci and performed in 
that city, 1728, and in 1729, at Venice, to 
the mufic ofLfio. He chofc the fubje6l pur*- 
pofely to pkafe the Romans, fuppofmg that 
he fhould gain bpth applaufe and gratitude, 
by difplaying the virtue of one of their own 
Heroes. But as it {bldom happens that a 
prophet or a poet (which in ancient times 
were united in the fame perfon) receives due 
honour in his own country, particularly at 
Rome, which is proverbially called the re- 
sidence of ftrangers; in Ipite of the excel- 
lence of this dranaa, which abounds with 
3 fublime, 
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iublitne, as well as tender fentimenti and 
delineations, of the paifions of glory, ambi- 
tion, anger, and love ; and in which the con- 
duft was natural, and cataftrophe happy, it 
was inftantly attacked by the fatirical genius 
of the Romans, and the performance fuf- 
pendcd. The frivolous fcenes, and feeble 
poetry to which they had been long accus- 
tomed, had corrupted the tafte of the Roman 
public in general ; and except a few learned 
men, lefs invidious than the reft,' who if 
they knew of no modern Cato, had read, at 
leaft, about the ancient, this piece was at 
firft very coldly received; though after* 
. wards, when their minds and taftes .were 
enlightened and refined by other original 
and beautiful works of our author, this 
drama was treated with more juftice. 

The next opera which our author pro- 
du:€ed', was Ezio, fct by Porpora, in 
1728^ and Semiramide riconosciuta, 
fet by the fame compofer, 1729 ; but though 
both thefe dramas were received in the moft 
favorable manner, and the praifes beftowed 
upon the poet were unbounded, his fortune 
was not greatly improved by their fuccefs. 
Poetry has more frequently enriched the 
bookleller, }:l>an the author, in every country; 

but 
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but at Rome, it is a drug of lefs value, even 
to the bookfeller, . than elfewhere ; and Me- 
taftafio's mufe, however chafte, was but lit- 
tle better treated for not being meretricious. 
If Metaftafio had been a mere pfalmodift, or 
hymnologift, his monkifli rhymes might 
have obtained him fome ecclefiaftical pre- 
ferment ; but the poetry which he produced 
on pagan and fecular flibjefts, precluded him 
from every avenue to the church. He was, 
however, far from neceffitous, and with the 
afliftance of the Romanina, whofe purfc was 
always at his fervice, his fortune and litua- 
tion were tolerably eafy. But the being 
fometimes obliged to avail himfelf of the li- 
berality of his generous friend, was a cir- 
cumftancc which humbled and mortified him 
beyond any other. He could not bear to 
f efle6t on being a burthen to her for whom 
chiefly he wifhed to be rich, not only to ex- 
empt her from the expences which flie in- 
curred on his account, but to manifeft his 
gratitude for the benefits (lie had already 
conferred on him. 

His amiable friend tried every means in 
her power, to fet his mind at eafe, concerning 
hi^ obligations to her : afluring him that he 
had contributed m.ucl> more to her profeflion- 

al 
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al fame than it had been in her power to do 
to his fortune ; that fhe was in fuch circum- 
ftances as rendered the fmall friendly offices 
which Ihe had been able to perform, more a 
pleaflire than an inconvenience ; and preflcd 
him, in the moft urgent manner, to tranquil^ 
izc his mind on that account, and to believe 
(which (he affured him was the truth) that 
he was doing her the greatcft favour, when 
he afforded her an opportunity of dividing 
with him her poffeflions. 

The affli6led poet drew fome comfort 
from thefe declarations, but it was of fhort 
duration, He was perpetually convinced of 
the ingratitude of his pretended Roman 
friends, and the duplicity of his proteftors; 
and having nourifhed in his foul an ardent 
paffion for general efteem, relpeft, and ^d* 
miration, his narrow circumftances threw 
him into fo profound a fit of melancholy, 
that he became incapable of receiving con- 
folation. 

Such was his flate of defpondency, when; 
to his great aflonifhment, he received the 
following Letter from prince Pio of Savoy, 
Infpeftor of the Imperial Theatre at Vi- 
enna. 

I^ETTER 
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LETTER I. 

Your dramas and other poetical compo- 
jfitions, which have acquired you fuch uni- 
verfal applaufe, have been fo far approved 
by his Imperial Majefty, that he is defirous 
to engage you in his fervice, on fuch con- 
ditions, as fhall feem moft worthy of your 
acceptance. It will be therefore neceffary 
for you to mention, in your anfwer, fbme 
Ipeciftc annual appointment, which will be 
fixed and invariable. Sig. Apoftolo Zeno 
defires no other coUea^e than yourfelf, not 
knowing at prefent, any one fo fit to fervc 
luch an enlightened monarch. Upon your 
anfwer and requifition, will depend the re- 
mitting a fum of money neceffary to defray 
the expences of your journey. I am happy 
in this opportunity of manifefl'ing, with how 
much efleem and zeal, I am your fincere 
and afFedionate fervant, 

Luigi Principe Pio di Savoja. 

Vienna, Aug. 31, 1729. 

Metaflafio was infinitely more furprifed 
and flattered^ by this unfolicited and fplcndid 
offer, from finding himfelf recommended to 
the Emperor's notice, by the celebrated and 

learned 
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learned Apojiolo Zeno^ who was himfelf at 
this time laureate to the emperor Charles VL 
a prince, who had long fupported his Lyric 
Theatre with the greateft magnificence. 
Zeno had enjoyed his officte in this court, 
from the year 1718, where his chief em- 
ployment confifted in furnifhing dramas for 
mufic, which had long been juftly thought, 
the beft of Which the Italian language could 
boaft. 

And yet the offer of this employment to 
Metaftafio, however dazzling, was not long 
produ^ve of joy without deduftion. The 
quitting Rome, for which he had always a 
filial fondnefs, as well as leaving his family, 
friends, and, perhaps, more than all, the 
Romanina, imprefTed his mind with a forrow- 
ful allay to his happinefs. But he was too 
well read in his friend Horace not to know 
that, -* 

Nihil eft ah omni 
Parte beatunu 

Upon confulting with his family, they 
inftantly conceived fuch magnificent hope^ 
of his future aggrandizement, as contributed 
much to their confolation at lofing him; and 
the Romanina was fo generous and difinte- 
refted, in fpite of fecret afflidionj as to ufe 

her 
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her utmoft eloquence in removing Jiis doubts;, 
and diminifhing the caufes of his repugnance, 
at quitting Rome and his friends. 

After many confultations, and difcuflions, 
of the feVeral arguments amical and inimi- 
cal to the acceptance of the unexpefted pro- 
pofition from Vienna, the following is the 
anfwer which he fent, and which contains 
fo many charaderiftic traits of modefty, pro- . 
pricty, and delicacy, that it deferves to be 
prcferved, as a model of conduft under 
fimilar circumftances. 



LETTER 11. 

TO PRINCE PIO OF SAVOY. 

The hafte with which I am obliged to 
anfwer the letter, that Your Excellence has 
-deigned to write to me, will not allow time 
fufficient for my recovery from the furprife 
•which the upxxpeded honour of his Imperial 
Majefty's commands muftneceflariiyhave pro- 
duced ; an honour to which I had never dared 
alpire, even in my vaineft moments. The 
doubt of my (lender abilities, would make me 
accept with extreme timidity the glo'.y of ferv- 
ing his majefty, if his own moft animating and 
auguft approbation, had not deprived me of 

the 
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the liberty of felf-diffidence. I fhall there- 
fore only wait for Your Excellency's orders, 
which will be executed as foon as received. 
Your Excellence has repeatedly prefcribed 
to me in your letter, to mention my wifh, a& 
to an annual appointment. This law weak-, 
ens my repugnance, and will be an excule 
for my prefumption. It is faid, that the ufual 
allowance to the poets who have been in the 
fervice of the court of Vienna, and that 
which Sig. Apoft. Zeno receives at prefent, 
is four thoufand florins per annum: fo that, 
^regulating my expectations by former ulage, 
I fhall confine them within the fame limits ; 
humbly requefting it may be remembered, 
that in quitting my country, I am obliged to 
leave a fufficiency, for the maintenance of 
an aged and helplefs father, and for others 
of my numerous relations, who have no fup- 
port, but the fruits^arifmg, in Italy, from my 
feeble talents ; I muft live in the moft Iplen- 
did court of Europe, in fiich a manner, as 
will not difgrace the monarch whom I fliall 
have the honour to ferve ; and laftly, weigh- 
ing the poffibility, that my abihties may fall 
Ihort of expedation, and be inferior to the 
ta(k with which I ihall be honoured, I fliall 
live in perpetual terrors of impending pover- 
ty 
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ty and paternal wants. I have thus ventured 
to comply with Your Excellency's injunc- 
tions; but beg that my franknefs may be 
regarded as an a6t of obedience ; and what- 
ever my circumftances may be, I fhall, with 
the utmoft alacrity, execute thofe orders 
which it Ihall pleafe my auguft patron 
to enjoin me. I am fully fenfible how much 
is due to the incomparable lignor Ap. Z^no ; 
who, not content with having hitherto pro- 
teded my writings, thus generoufly honours 
me with his beneficent recommendation, for 
which I fhall retain the moft lively gratitude, 
to the end of my exiftence. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Rome, Sept. 19, 1729. 

The prince replied to this letter, Odober 
28 th, of the fame year. 



LETTER III. 

PRINCE PIO OF SAVOY, TO METASTASIO. 

It was not poflible to anfwer your fatis- 
faftory letter fooner, as I was abfent from 
Vienna, on a hunting party, with the Em- 
peror ; but upon communicating your fen- 
timents to His Majefty, I have the pleafure to 

affure 
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afllire you, that he was well pleafed with 
the propriety, prudence, and good fenfe, 
manifefted in your letter, concerning your 
future eftablifliment. It is true fignor Apoft. 
Zeno had a penfion of four thoufand florins 
per annum ; but this high falary was granted 
to him in confequence of his being Imperial 
Hiftoriographer^ as well as poet- But I have 
no doubt that in procefs of time, you will 
arrive at the fame appointment. I affure you 
that the Abate Pariati had but two thoufand 
florins per anfiunt. However, in Confequence 
of your liiperior merits his Majefty has grant- 
ed you three thoufand florins annually, and 
one hundred ungheri to defray the expences 
of your journey ; for which an order is fent 
to the Imperial banker at Rome. I truft, 
therefore, that you will Hot difappoint the 
hopes I have conceived of feeihg you foon 
at Vienna, and of aifuring you in perfon, how 
much my heart inclines me to ferve you 
with zeal and afFedion. 

J.UIGI PRINCE OF SAVOY. 

Metaftafio, his family, and friends, thought 
it right, implicitly to fubmit to the terms 
propofed in this letter, of which the only 
part that occalioned them 2^ny uneafinefs, 

VOL. I. £ was 



( so ) 

was the folicitude expreffed by Prince Pio, for 
his fpeedy arrival in Vienna ; which could 
not take place without leaving his affairs in 
great confufion, and failing in his engagement 
to furnifh the Roman theatre with two new 
dramas for the enfuing carnival. He faw 
no better means of folving thofe difficulties, 
than by fpeaking the truth, and explaining 
to his illuftrious corrcfpondent the real ftate 
of his circumftances. ' 



LETTER IV. 

METASTASIO TO PRINCE PIO OF SAVOY. 

The three thoufand florins, agreeable to 
the oracukr decree of my auguft patron, 
need no reiterated acceptance, as I have 
already had the honour to aflure your Excel- 
lence, that whatever fhould be the conditions 
which I was to hope for from my ftudies, I 
Ihould not be fo much my own enemy as 
not eagerly to embrace them. For however 
difficult it is to acquire felf-knowledge, I am 
not fo devoid of it as to be ignorant, that 
what is now granted me, fprings from the 
pure effed of Imperial munificence; ac- 
cuftomed to make its eftimates by its own 

dignity 
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dignity more than by the merit of others. 
I therefore already regard myfelf as the fer- 
Vant of His Majefty. 

No time being fixed for my departure, I 
likewife confider that omiffion as another 
proof of Caefarian clemency and fore-fight, 
in benignly confidering, that in confecfUence 
of fiich a removal from my ufual abode, 
all my plans, engagements, and fchemes of 
life, muft be changed, and it cannot there- 
fore take place with a rapidity equal to 
my zeaL Indeed my journey would ne- 
ceflarily meet with fome delay in arranging 
my family concerns, if I had ilo other to 
tranfaft ; as I have two fifters already grown 
up, for whom an aflylum muft be found ; 
and I have likewife to difpofe of fome fmall 
places which have been beftowed on me, 
one of which requires perfbnal attendance. 
I have alfo fome engagements to fulfill with 
the managers of the Roman theatre, to whom 
1 had promifed two new dramas before I was 
encouraged to hope fo/ the honour of fuch 
auguft commands. However, I flatter my- 
felf, that all my arrangements will be com- 
pleted before Lent ; but if my attendance 
Ihould be required fooner, there is no facri- 

£ 2 fice 
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fice which I would not make, to maiiifefl: 

.with how much zeal and duty I have the 

honour to be, &c. 

Nov. 3, 1729. 

This letter had all the efFe6l he wifhed, and 
obtained him permiffion to remain at Rome, 
till he had finiflied the two dramas which 
he had engaged to write. But neither the 
mufe, nor the arrangement of his affairs, 
banifhed from his thoughts the obligations 
which he thought himfelf under to Apoftolo 
Zeno, to whom he addreffed the following 
letter, two days after he had written to 
Prince Pio. 



LETTER V. 

MeTASTASIO To SIG, APOSTOLO ZENO. 

I DID not think it pofiible that your name 
fhould be intitled to a greater degree of re- 
ipeft and veneration, than that with which 
I have been impreffed for it, in common 
v^ith all Italy, from the time of my earlieft 
fludies ; but at prefent, my peculiar obliga- 
tions to you are of fuch a nature, as would 

render 
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render filetice unpardonable. Indeed it 19 
impoflible for me to conceal, without ingra- 
titude, the owing to your generofity my 
whole liiccefs in the world. The admiration 
which you have excited in me, and my eager- 
nefs for imitating your works, together with 
the w^eight of your approbation, have elevat- 
ed me to the honour of ferving his Imperial 
Majefty : hence I have the prefumption to 
hope, that, regarding me as the work of yojir 
own hands, you will continue to prote6l me, 
as a kind of defence of ypur own judgment of 
my feeble abilities, as well as to honour me 
with your advice, how to avoid the rocks 
which I may have to encounter, in entering 
into the fervice of the greateft monarch in 
the world. My obligations to you, as well as 
the hopes of your wife and benevolent eoun- 
fel, I havfe declared aloud to my whole coun- 
try, and fhall continue to declare them as 
long as 1 live ; being the only indications 
which I am able to give^ of my unprofitable 
gratitude. 

No particular time having been fixed for 
my departure, I have ventured to fuppofe, 
that it may be deferred till after Lent ; and 
i have fully explained to his Excellence, 

E 2 Prince 
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Prince Pio, my motives for fuch delay. I 
muft like wife beg your concurrence ^nd 
lupport in this procraftipation, to prevent any 
unfavourable impreffions; and your beft eh- 
deavpurs, that ail things may be fettled en- 
tirely to the f^tisfadion of my auguft Patron. 

Rome, 5th Nov. 1729. 

It may, perhaps, be neceffary here to give 
ibme account of pur poet's worthy prede- 
ceilor, the Imperial Laureate, to whom the 
foregoing letter was addrefled, and pf whom 
|)ut little is known in England. 

The learned poet, critic, and antiquary^ 
Apostolo Zeno, born 1669, and defcend- 
ed from an illuftrious Venetian family, which 
had been long fettled in the ifland of Can-r 
4ia, early applied himielf to literature, and 
the ftudy of Italian hiftory and antiquities, 
In 1696, hp inftitut^d at Venice, the acada- 
jny Degli Animqfi^ and was the editor of the 
Giomale de J^etterafi S It^lia^ of which he 
publifhed thirty volumes,, between the year 
1 7 1 o and 1 7 1 9. His firft mufical drama, X* 
IngatiniFeliciy was fgt by Carlo frm, ¥ola^ 
r^/<?, and pfrfproied at Venice, 169.5, Aa4 
JDetween that time a94 his quitting Vieiw^ 
whither he ^asi iv^\%^ by the i;mperor 

Charles 
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Charles Vi. in 171 8, he produced forty-fix* 
Operas, and fcventeen Oratorios, befides 
eighteen dramas, which he wrote jointly with 
Pariati {"ij. His dramatic works were colle6l- 
ed and publiflied at Venice, 1744, in ten 
volumes odavo, by Count Gozzu And in 
1752, his letters were printed in three 
volumes, by Forcellinij in which much 
found learning and criticifm, are manifefted 
on various fubjeds. But one of the moft 
ufeful of his critical labours feems to have 
-been, his commentary on the BibL deW Elch 
quenza Italiana di Fontaninty which was 
publifhed in 1753; with a preface by his 
friend Forcellini, chiefly dilated, however, 
by Zeno himfelf, juft before his death, 1750, 
in the 8 2d year of his age. 

After he was engaged as Imperial Laureate, 
he fet out from Venice for Vienna, in July 
17 1 8;' but having been overturned in a 
chaife, the fourth day of his journey, he 
had the misfortune to break his leg, and 
was confined at an inn in the little town of 
Ponticaba, near Trevifa, till September. 
He arrived at Vienna, the 14th of that 

(^k) See Hift. of Muf, vol. iv. p. 11 1. 231. 298. 533. 
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' month, falvo^ he fays, if not fano e gue-- 
rito fljj after twelve days of exceffive fuf- 
fering on the road. 

Moft of the dramas, facred and fecular, 
which he wrote for the Imperial court, were 
fet by Caldara^ a gravp compofer and found 
harmonift, to whofe ftyle Zeno feems to 
have been partial. But this excellent anti- 
quary and critic, feems never to have been 
fatisfied with his own poetical abilities. So 
early as the year 1722, in writing to his 
brother from Vienna, he fays : " I find more 
and more every day, that I grow old, not 
only in body, but in mind : and that the 
bufinefs of writing verfes, is no longer a fit 
jemployment for me (m)^'' And, afterwards, 
modeftly fenfible of the fterility of his pof» 
feffions in Parnaifus, which though they fur- 
nifhed ufeful produdlions, were not of a foil 
fufficiently rich to generate fuch gay, der 
licate, and beautiful flowers, as are requifite 
to embellifh the Lyric fcene, he expreffed a 
wifli that he might be allowed a partner in 
his labours ; and was fo jufl and liberal as to 
mentiqji the young Metaftafip, as a poet 

(J) Safe, if not fpun^ and cured, 
(m) Lettera 1^^. tomoiu p. 263, 

•^orthy 
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worthy to be honoured with the notice of 
his Imperial Patron fnj. 

If the mufical dramas of Apoftolo Zenp 
are compared with thofe of his predecelfors 
and cotemporaries, they will be found in- 
finitely fuperior to them in condu6l, re- 
gularity, chara6ler, fentiment, and force. 
But Metaftafio's refined fentiments, felec- 
tioLi of words, and varied and melifluous 
meafures, foon obfcured the theatric glory 
of Zeno ; who, after the arrival of his young 
colleague, feems to have attempted nothing 
but oratorios. In 173 1, he returned to 

fnj Saverio Mattel afcribes to the Pnnce/s di Bel- 
vtonte, D. Anna Francefca Pinelli de Sangroj Metaftafio's 
invitation to Vienna.^ This princefs, who had been the 
patronefs of the young poet at the time he was fent into 
Calabria, by Gravina, to purfue hisftudies, preferved 
his life, by attentions to his health, which was then fo 
delicate, that he was thought in a confumption ; and 
afcribing the diforder to his too frequently and violently 
fatiguing his cheft, in the exercife of his talent as an Im- 
frovljatore^ obliged him to difcontinue the praftice. One 
of his firft dramas, was written for the marriage of this 
princefs at Naples. And her fifter, the countefs d^Althan^ 
in high favour at the court of the Emperor Charles VI. 
at Vienna, at the inftigation of the princefs di Belmonte, 
recommended him to that prince, as a fucceflbr to Apoftolo 
Zeno, and honoured him with her friendfhip to ^e end 
pf her life, 

, Venice, 
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SECTION II. 

JVIetastasio arrived at Vienna, in July 
1730. Of his reception there by Prince Pio, 
and at court, by his Imperial Patron, we 
haVe a curious account, in a letter written' 
by himfelf, to a friend at Rome, the day 
after he had been prefented. 



LET T E R I. 

METASTASIO TO A FRIEND. 

I RETURNED on Tucfday, by my Imperial 
mafter's commands to Laxemburg; I faw 
him at table, I dined with Prince Pio, and 
afterwards, at half an hour p^ft three in the 
afternoon, I was admitted to an audience in 
form. The mafter of the ceremonies, by 
whom I was introduced, left me at the 
door of the ftate room, in which his Majefty 
was leaning againft a table, with his hat 
on, and feemed to be very thoughtful and 
lerious. I muft confefs to you, that though 
I was prepared for this ceremony, I loft my 
courage, when I began to refle6i", that I was 

in 
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in the prefence of the greateft perlbnage 
upon earth, to whom it was my bufmcfs t;o 
Ipeak firft : a circumftance which did not 
augment my fortitude. I made the three 
obeifances which had been previoufly pre- 
fcribed to me: one in entering the room, one 
in the middle, and the laft near his Majefty. 
After this, I knelt on one knee; but my gra- 
cious mafter immediately ordered 'me to 
ftand up, faying, rifcy rife. Here I uttered 
with a voice, I believe, not very firm^, the 
following fentiments : " I know not whether 
my joy or confufion is the greateft, in throw- 
ing myfelf at the feet of your Imperial 
Majefty. It is an honour for which I have 
fighed from my earlieft youth ; and at pre- 
fent, I not only find myfelf in fight of the 
greateft monarch in the world, but invefted 
with the honourable title of one of his aftual 
fervants. I am fenfible of the duties of my 
office, and know my own infufficiency to 
fulfill them to my wifti ; but if, with the 
lofs of piy eyes I could become a Homer, I 
fhould not hefitate to fubmit to immediate 
blindnel's. I fliall indefatigably try every 
means in my power to fupply natural de- 
fects, by labour and ftudy. I know, that 
however I may want abilities, your Majefty 's 

clemency 



( 62 ) 

clemency will operate in favour of one who 
fo ardently wiflies himfelf more worthy of 
liich patronage ; but I am not without hopes, 
that there is a latent virtue in the title of 
Poet to your Imperial Majefty, that will 
have an influence upon my exertions/' 

In proportion as I advanced in my fpeech, 
I perceived the countenance of rriy great pa- 
tron brighten up ; and when I had done, he 
faid : *' I was already well convinced of your 
worth ; but now I am flill better informed 
of your good diipofition, and I doubt iiot but 
you will acquit yourfelf in the office, to 
which you are appointed, in liich a manner 
as muft enfure my being pleafed with you.'* 
Here he ftopt to hear whether I had any 
other petition to niake ; at which time, ac-^ 
cording to the inftrudlions I had received, 
I entreated permiffion to kifs his hand j he 
held it out to me, fmiling, and condefcead- 
ingly prefled mine. Encouraged by this 
demonftration of kindnefs, I then feized his 
Majefty's hand with both mine, and fqueez- 
ing it, with tranfport, gave it fo hearty a 
kifs, that my moft benign mafter muft eafily 
djfcover that it came from the heart. 

V^ienna, July 25, 1736. 



/ 
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Metaftafio's firft letter to his friend the 
Romanina, that has been preferved, was 
written fome months after the above ; the 
opening of the correfpOndence feems to have 
been loft or fiippreffedi This begins in a 
formal manner, but is full of pleafantry^ on 
the humours of the Carnival at Rome* 



LETTER IL 



TO SIGNORAMARIANNA BENTI SULGARINI, 
DETTA LA ROMANINA. 

MADAM, 

I RECEIVED this morning, not only the 
letters of the prefent week, but of the laft, 
\vhich have relieved my mind from the ap- 
prehenfions and fears with which I was af- 
ikiled, that fome pious foul had been before- 
hand with me at the poft-office, in order to 
lave me the trouble of reading them. lam 
xnuch obliged to you for the ample accounts 
you have given me of the operas and plays, 
and rejoice that our Ciullo (clown) has done 
himfelf honour. I hope that the poft in 
which his Holinefs has engaged him, will 
not be unprofitable. Tell me what you think 
of it, and give him my beft wilhes. 

This 
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This is precifely the firft day of maiksf 
with you, while I am freezing here. But I 
entertain myfeif in imagining how you are 
employed and diverted. Ah ! this moment, 
which, according to the Romans, will be the 
2ift hour, the hurlyburly will begin in the 
Corfo. See ! the Canon Magijlris opens his 
ftreet-door. There goes the Abate Spinola^ 
and here Stanejlo and Cavanna. See ! too, 
the muficians of the Aliberti theatre. Who 
is that malk that looks fo hard at our win- 
dow. See ! he is throwing about his fugar 
plumbs, and cannot ftand flill. It is cer- 
tainly the little Abate Bizzaccari. And he, 
with the long cane, who can he be, exa- 
mining all the coaches, but the dainty Pif* 
cttellt? Ay, ay, 'tis certainly he. Look, 
yonder ! there's Count Mazziotti fpeaking 
Latin. There go the Courtiers too, afFed- 
edly dreffed in coloured paper and cards. 
But who, in the name of wonder, is that 
flrange woman? Almoft all the coaches 
turn towards San Carlo. What have we 
here ? A fignal. Quick, quick ! here comes 
Bargello and the Genoa refident. No mat- 
ter ; only will there be room for us all ? Can 
you fee? Extremely well. But you feem 
crouded. J beg your pardon ; I am pcrfeftly 

at 
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at my eafe. Look at 'em ! Look at 'em I 
What is their number ? . Seven. Who goes 
fifft ? Gabrielli on his forrel horfe ; but Co- 
ionna has got before hiiji. For God's fake ! 
what have we here ? A ftrange creature on 
a Barbary horfe. He'll be kill'd, certainly, 
poor D-^1 ! are they driving him away ? 
No, no, it was a dog, I was miftaken. 
Well, you may fay. what you will, but a 
ftrong imagination is a fine thing. And thus 
I have feen the Corfo at •Rome, from the 
Jiefuits' Square in Vienna: and now, to have 
done with the ridiculous and burlefque, I am 
plagued, as ufual, by my cough, without 
the leaft hope of being free from it, till we 
have fine weather. I have finiflied my Ora* 
torio, which you will foon fee at Rome, 
printed in fome way or other (o). I have 
fpokcn to the Venetian Ambaflador about a 
. certain Toilette, and he was much aftonifhed 
that it had not been received, as he had had 
advice of its being delivered. We Ihall fee 
what efFeft this new requifition will have. 
From the fnow and cold at Rome you may 

(o) This wis Sant' ELEifA AL Calvario, the firft 
fecred drama which he produced after his airrival at Vienna. 
It was fet by Caldara, and performed in the Imperial Cha- 
pel in Paffion week, 173 1. 

VOL. I. F judge 
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judge what we fufFer here. Not a week 
paffes that we do ^ not hear of fome poor 
countryman or other being frozen to death. 
In the city, we walk upon ice nine inches 
thick, bliftered harder than ftone. And the 
fnOw which is continually falling, is ftiivercd 
and powdered fo fine by the wind, that it 
flies like the duft in Auguft; and yet there 
are ftupid people going about in Traineaux 
all night. For my own fecurity in walkings 
I have the fbles of my (hoes covered with 
felt, having already had a fall in the indif- 
penfable paiTage from my door to the coach j 
but in this clumfy falutation of my parent 
earth, the machine received no great mif^ 
chief. In fliort, having been apprifed of 
the lubricity of the ftreets^ I was prepared 
for it. You alk my opinion of a Sonnet 
. by Ignatius di Bonisy. which I have never 
feen, and of which I am ignorant of the 
lubje6l, confequently, &c. Make my reve- 
jrences to the Genoa refident, with thanks 
for his rememl>rance by the fecretary of liis. 
republic. Addip, happinefs attend you* 

^ N. M. • 

Vienna, Jan> 27, lyji* 

LET- 
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LETTER III. 

to the romanina. 

mAdam, 
You continue to doubt of my repofe, and 
you would not doubt without reafon, if your 
agreeable letters had not calmed my mind 
fb. much, that, at prefent j little of my agita- 
tion remains ; but my obligations to you are 
increafed, in proportion to the intereft which 
I perceive you take in my happinels. My 
health, though not bad, is far from good; 
nor can it be otherwife ; for though wc are 
now in the middle of May, it is colder than 
it was two months ago. But mind ! and 
be well yourfelf. Monfignor Paffionei, the 
Apoftolic Nunzio to this Court, arrived oil 
Tuefilay evenings* the 9th inftant. He was 
met two miles from the city gates, by his 
eminence Cardinal Grimani. He is much 
refpefted here. Prince Eugene immediately 
vifited him, and yefterday his Imperial Ma- 
jefty gave him audience at Laxembourg. 
The Abate Pierfanti, Auditor of the Nun- 
ciate, a polite man, and of excellent morals, 
whom I have met with much pleafure, came 
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with him ; we were fellow fl:udents and cro- 
nies, and attached to literature, at the fame 
time. 

I received, four days ago, by a courier 
from Rome, called Dionifio, the executorial 
letters againft Cardinal Cofcia, which you 
fent. I am much obliged to you for them, 
and beg of you to continue to avail yourfelf 
of ail fuch favourable opportunities, without 
the fear of my having duplicates of what you 
iend ; as couriers feldom come hitlier from 
Ron^. You will find, perhaps, by my let* 
ter, which is now on the road, that wc 
think exaftly alike, concerning the fate of 
the unfortunate Romoni and Sardini, which 
jis a true applaujfe to juftice, though I fliudder 
for the tragedy. You will find our thoughts 
ever the fame, according to our old cuftonW 

I am extremely glad, that the 'poor Abate 
Falconi is acquitted of the falfe accufatigns^ 
laid to his charge ; and fincerely hope that 
the confequences of his innocence, will be a» 
favourable to his interefts as you have pre-' 
difted. Embrace and falute for me Bulga^ 
Leopold, and all friends, and do inc the 
juftice to believe me, at all times, and on 
all occafiona, your faithful N. 

Vienna, May i2y I7iw 

LET^ 
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LETTER IV, 

TO THE SAME. 
MADAM, 

You do me more honour than I deferve, 
Jii thinking my letters artfully obfcure. 
However, your fufpicions have fet me upon 
confidering what could poffibly give rife to 
them, or be conftrued into myftery, in what 
I have faid of the feftival for which I am com- 
manded to prepare a drama. I have frequently 
told you, that this time is appropriated to the 
celebration of the birth- day of my Imperial 
Miftrefs ; and even if I had never mentioned 
it, there was no poffibility of preparing for 
it 'in fecret, as you know this is the firft 
feftival in the year, or if you did not know 
it, all Rome could inform you of the regu- 
larity of this Court, fo that concealment 
would be ufelefs and impoffible (p). I did 

(f) I^ feems as if the Romanina, wifliing to go to 
Vienna as a finger at this feftival, had fufpefted Metaf- 
tafio of not fpeaking openly on the fubje£^ ; and perhaps 
he was fearful of the effe£l which her arrival might havp 
had upon his own Reputation; as the Emperor Charles VI. 
was a religious prince, who greatly difcouraged every ap^ 
pearance of indecorum, 

F 3 UOt 
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not therefore imagine^ that the fubjed of the 
piece, without the whole of the compofition, 
could afford you any amufement. The title 
. is /Eneas in the Elyjian Fields^ or The Temple 
of Eternity. It was fet by Fouchs. The 
principal a6tion is, the accomplifliment of 
the tender arid pious wifh of the hero to fee 
his father. The fpeeches of thofe perlbn- 
ages, whom ^neas met with in the Elyfian 
Fields ou this occafion, are applicable to the 
pralfes of x^ugufta, Caefar, and Germany. 
The interlocutors are Mneas^ Detphobey or 
the Cumean Sybils Eternity^ Virtue^ Glory ^ 
Time^ and the Shade of Anchifes. In the 
chorufes are Linus and Orpheus^ with their 
followers. Such is the flimmary of my 
plan ; of the execution, yon will be informed 
by others hereafter. Is it poflible, that you 
fliould Injure me fo far, as to tl^nk it necef- 
fary to draw out a formal account of your 
money tranlaftions ? I believe you have 
ipent more of ydur own, than of mine ; and 
it aftonifhes me, that you are not in want of 
a fupply; bu^ it is a lure fign that your head 
is at home ; and you want to convince me^ 
I fuppofe, that your judgment is now good 
enough to make amends for former defefts^ 
I fh^U fay no more oi\ this, except, that 

when 
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when there is any fault to find, I fhall be at 
your fervice, and you know I am not cere- 
monious. I want to know whether the 
room in the Corfo is furnifhed, and with 
what materials, and of what colour. I am 
fbrry for the failure of Cleomenej and hope 
that Artaferfe will be more profitable to our 
dear Cavanna ; but for the accomplifhment 
of this hope, I muft rely on the partiality of 
my great country. N. M. addio (q). 

Vienna, June 23, 173 1. 



LETTER V, 

■ift 

TO THE SAMEt 

N. M. 

The feal of a cover of a letter, which I 
fent you fbme time ago, is that of the Chan- 
cellor of the flate, the fanAion of which 
was not ufed by chance. I am unable to 
define what you thought of it ; but know 
very well, that I have no reafon to repent 

{(i) N. M. are initials of fome cabaliftical words in the 
Poet's correfpondence with his female friend: perhaps 
^oftra Madona\ but he fomctime$ calls himfelf, il vof- 
tro'ii. 

F 4 the 
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the having ufed it. I was in the utmoffe 
anxiety for the fate of Artaferfe^ not hav-r 
ing found a iyllable about it, in your let- 
ter by the laft poft. But to-day I hear of 
its fuccefs, not only from yourfelf, but 
Bulga, Leopold, and Perohi. And am ex- 
tremely happy, well knowing the pleafurc 
it will afford you all, on my account. You 
can anfwer for the patriotic gratitude which I 
muft feel to a city like Ronie, when it thus 
deigns to intereft itfelf in my labours. May 
my produftions, ibme time or other, juftify, 
in the opinion of the world, its partiality ! 

I am affured from all quarters of the zeal 
and accuracy of the performers. I beg yoi; 
will thank them in my name, particularly 
the incomparable Sca/zt\ and FarfallinOy 
whom I falute and embrace (r). Poor 
Vinci! Now that merit will be known, 
which during his l^jfe, was hlafted by his 
enemies (s). 

{¥) This muft have been the revival of the opera of 
Artaferfe ^ Rome, where it was firft performed in 1 730, 
as the dale of the printed copy of the words, now^beforq 
me, teftifiesj unlefs it was printed previous to its per- 
formance. 

i^s) This original and admirable compofer, the compe- 
titor of Porpora and Haffe, feems to have died during tl^5 
long run of Artaferfe. 

4 What 
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What a miierable being is man ! He thinks 
fame the only good that can render hina 
happy; but alas! He muft die ere he is al- 
lowed to enjoy it; and if he does not die, 
envy will make him wretched for attempt- 
ing to acquire it *• But let us have done 
with moralizing. I am doubly happy now, 
in my own health, and in that which you 
enjoy. Study to preferve it, as you valu^ 
mine. 

I now difcover the wortji of my dear 
Marianne ; who in her letters, and her prudent 
conduct, not only pleafes me at prefent, but 
gives a different face to paft times, l^ou 
have furpaffed all my expe6lations. It is 
the fear of tripling the expence of poftage, 
that prevents my writing to Leopold (t)^ 
and /my dear Bulgarini (u). Thank the 
latter heartily, in my name, and take that 
care of him which he merits. Tell Leopold 
that I fhall always'^love him, if he afts in 

* For fuch the frailty is of human kind, 
Men toil for fame, which no man lives to find^ 
Long rip'ning under ground this China lies : 
Fame leaves no fruit, till the vain planter dies ! 

Earl of Mulgrave* 

{t) Metaftafio^s brother. (») The hufband of the Re- 
manina. 

fuph 
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luch a manner as to merit your efteem. To 
the moft polite auditor, Merenda, prefent 
a thoiifand compliments, I am not dif- 
pleafed that he confides fome of his fee rets 
to you, but I fhould have wiflied him lefs 
communicative to others. And now repeat- 
ing the lame ardent wiflies which you have 

made for me^ I remain your N. Adieu. 

' Vienna,July 7, 1731. 



The firft regular opera which Metaftafiq 
produced for the theatre of his Imperial 
patron, was Adriano in Siria, fet by 
Caldara. 

Of its fuccefs, we have no account in his 

letters; but by the general favour of this 

drania in the reft of Europe, immediately 

after its performance at Vienna, there can 

be no doubt of the applaufe it received on 

its firft appearance, Nov. 4,' 1731. It was 

brought on the ftage at Naples 1732, and 

performed at Venice i 'j^^^ to the mufic of 

Jacomelli. Metaftafio's friend, fignor Riva-, 

the minifter from the duke of Modena to 

the Imperial . court, pointed out fome fmall 

inaccuracies in this drama ; but the author 

either correfted, or explained them off, in 

anfweringhis letter, Sept. 20, 1732. 

Of 
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Of the reception of Demetrio, his 
fecond opera for Vienna, we have an am- 
ple account written by the author himfelf, 
in the following letter to his friend, the Ro- 
pianina. 



LETTER VI. 

N, M, I DID not think I fliould have fuch 
good tidings to fend you to-day as I am now 
eble to do ; indeed I was entirely prepared for 
. the contrary. Laft Sunday, my opera of De-^ 
metrio was performed, for the firfl: time, 
with fuch applaufe, that the oldeft people in 
the country affure me, they never remember 
approbation fo imiverfal. The audience 
wept at the parting fcene; to which my 
moft auguft patron was not infenfible. And 
notwithftanding the great refped for the 
Sovereign, in>many of the recitatives, the 
applaufe of the theatre was not reftrained 
by his prefence. Thofe who were before 
my enemies, are now become my apoftlesi^ 
I am unable to exprefs to you my flirprife at 
this fuccefs, as it is a gentle and delicate 
opera, without thofe bold ftrokes which pro-^ 
dyce great efFe<Ss ; nor did I believe it 

adapted 
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adapted to the national tafte. But I was 
miftaken. Every thing demonftrated, that 
it was well underftood by the audience, and 
they repeat parts of it in converfatioii, as if 
it were written in German. My mafter be- 
gan to fhew his fatisfa6lion^ from the end of 
the firft a6l, and afterwards fpoke it openly 
to all around him. The mufic is of the mofl: 
modern kind that Caldara has compofed ; but 
all the difcontented world is not to be fatif- 
fied. The fcenes wiere beautiful. Minelli 
has both afted and fung better than ufual/ 
aftd pleafes almoft univerfally in the part of 
^ Alcejie. Dominichino, acquitted himfelf ia 
the part of Cleonice^ with general approba- 
tion. Cafati has exalted the part of Olinto^ 
as Borghi has that of Fenicio. - The Olzau- 
ferin fung, as ftie ftill looks, beautifully. 
Brown, the bafe, did not do half fq well in 
the public performanqe, as .at the rehearfals, 
in which, however, he did but little. And 
here is my whole hiftory, which I would not 
have written to any one but you, as others 
would pronounce me to be a vain coxcomb. 

Vienna> Nov. ip, ijji, 



This opera was brought out at Rome, the 
beginning of the next year, under the di» 

re6tion 
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rcftion of his female friend^ to whom he. 
fent inftruftions for the performance; in 
which, though (he was not allowed to ling 
on the ftage, fhe affumed the poet's part at 
the rehearfaL 

In a letter to the Romanina on the ful> 
jeft, he fays : " You are now in the middle 
of your theatrical diverfions, while I am at 
the dry work of writing an Oratorio. Amufe 
yourfelf for me^ and be allured that your 
plealure contributes greatly to mine. It was 
my full intention to feiKi a fheet of dire6lions 
for the performance of Demetrio ; but, in 
examining the opera, I find fo little intricacy 
in it, that it would be affronting both yoii 
and myfelf, if I attempted to. inftruft you/* 

-^He however gives in this lettdr two pages 
of directions for the reprcfentatlon of the 
opera of Demetrio^ which would be very 
ufcful to the compofer, performers, and di- 
reiSor, in bringing that drama on the ftage,. 

When he has finifhed his inftrudions, he^ 
(ays : " Thefe were the arrangements, and 
I have feen the inhabitants of thefe northern 
regions weep. Do you .produce the fame 
cfFefts. 

" His Eminence the archbifhop of Colonitz, 
in order to afcertain my exiftence, vyiil fee 

me 
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toe himfelf, and I (hall not be able to fen^ to 
him till next week. There is nothing new 
or unexpected in the illnefs of the Emprefs^s 
mother, fb that IJJipile will be performed. 
There is a precious part in it of 'a pirate, 
which runs through the whole opera ; it will 
be admirably performed by our dear Be- 
renftadt, who together with our friend 
Rondinella, (plump friend) I embrace moil 
cordially. Say the fame to Bulga, to 
Leopold, and to yourfelf. By recommend- 
ing to you the care of your health, I mean 
to recommend to you, your V. N. Adieu." 

Vienna, Jan. 12, 1731. 

LETTER VII. 

TO THE ROMANINA. 
MADAM, 

N. M* You reproach me, I know not 
with what cOnfcience, for the very fame 
brevity which you yourfelf praftice in your 
letters. We are either both to blame, or 
neither. But enough of this ; for I dare not 
pretend that a month will pafs in which I 
Ihall be exempt from reproof; I look on it 
as a neceffary evil, like the return of a fever 
:? to 
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to thofe who have a quartan ague. I ant 
extremely concerned for the ill fate of 
Didone, as much on account of fignor Ca- 
vanna, as on my own. Thefe are the 
abomidable viciffitudes incident to theatres, 
a trifle can fave, and a trifle can ruin 
them (x). I hope Demetrio ^vill be more 
fortunate.' But to confefs the truth, it runs 
a great rifle of a fimil?r fate, as it depend* 
more on good performance, than' decorations 
or ftage efFed : and the prejudice of Rome 
againft our lingers, is not a favourable cir- 
cumftance. However, the fame fudden 
turns which render theatrical fuccefs infe- 
cure, are equal reafons for our not giving 

way to defpair. 

Vienna, Jan. 19, i732. 



His opera of IJJipile^ was firft performed 
in January 1732; and during its run, he 

(m) This opera, after* its fuccefsful firft reprefentation 
;|t Naples, in 1724^ was performed at Venice, 1725, to 
the mufic of Tommafo Albkioni. In 1726, at Crema, to 
the fame mufic, and at Rome to the original mufic of 
Sarro. It was Iike\^ife performed to this mufic at Turin, 
1727^ and at Venice, 1730. It is not recorded who was 
the unfortunate compofer of the mufic, which was fo ill 
received at Rome, in 1 732, at the time of which Metaftafio 
ipeaks in this letter. 

fent 
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fent a copy of it to his friend, the Roma- 
Hina for the Roman theatre, with an account 
of the fcenes, and inftruftions for the fcene- 
ry (y). He fays, this opera was rehearfed 
in a great hurry. And adds, " I have be- 
gun the Oratorio; I corred the prefs j affift 
in bringing out a play at court ; curfe the 
cold; and figh every quarter of an hour; I 
am however very welL'* 

In^a fubfequent letter, we have a further 
account of the fiiccefs of IJjtpile^ and of the 
theatrical tranfadions at the Imperial court 
during this time. 



LETTER VIIL 

TO THE ROMANINA; 

On Ttiefday evening, my opera of Issipile 
was performed at court, for the laft time, to 
fuch a croud, as had not been i^tVL there on 

ij) It is probable, that Iffipile was performed at Rome 
this year, to the original mufic, to which it had been fet 
for Vienna, by Francefco Conti; but it was new fct the 
fame year, f©r Venice, by Giovanni Porta. 

any 
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iny former occafioh. My moft clement 

^trons were unwilling to difpleafe a troop 

^df gentlemen, who are ading, very imper-- 

•Fcdily, the difconfotate Cicijbeo of Fagioli; sl 

comedy 1 performed at Naples, and which we 

:faw rehearfeci at the houfc of the Abate Be^ 

Vedere. By having one performance lefs of 

:this piece, there might have been another of 

IJjipile^ as all the court, city, and they them* 

Telves, wiflied ; but flaves to their grandeur, 

they thought that this would have beeii con- 

ftrUed into a clear difapprobation of the dUeU 

tanti comedians; and therefore have obliged 

^themfelves to hear it performed three times* 

like the opera, and another comedy in profe, 

•b.6ted by mufieians. Retaining the diuinc- 

lion, of four reprefentations, to that piece 

alone, which was performed by the Arch- 

duchefles. Wh^n the laft reprefentation of 

IJ/ipile Was over, the Emperor, in defcend- 

ing from his box, came up to me, and, in 

*the prefence of the whole court, had the 

be'nevolence to exprefs the plcafure he had 

received from njy labours, and to tell me 

that The Opera was 'very fne ; that it had 

Jiicceeded loonderjullyy and that he, was per^ 

JeB^y fatisjied with me. A diftindion the 

VOL. I* G more 



ijnorc honourablt^ as it is difficult to obtaiii 
any notice from our patron, who is fo re- 
fprved in public, that when he deigns to 
fceftow it, we are fiire that it is not by ac- 
cident, but defign, I tell you all this, be- 
caufe in fpite of your afFefted indijfFetencc 
for my perfbn, I hope, nay believe, that 
you intereft yourfelf extremely in all that 
concerns me. 

There is an Abbey vacant in Sicily, called 
St. Lucidj by the death of a certain Abate 
Barbara : but my misfortune is, that I know 
not in what diocefe it is fituated, or whether 
it is requifite that the candidate fliould b© 
a regular ecclefiaftic* 

Vienna, Feb. 23, l^pu 



Part of this letter is loft; but it appears 
from other letters, that though he wifhed 
for fecular preferment in the church, he had 
no intention to be an ecclefiaftic infacris^ 



LET. 
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' t E T T E R I}t- 

to THE RDMANINA* 

I AM arrived at the middle of the thir^ 
hft of my opera fzj^ fo that next Sunday I 
hope to be able to tell you that it is finifliedi 
But when Ihall I come to the end of the nexf , 
which' is likewife in meditation ? It muft, 
however^ be ready by the end of Augui^* 
Do you but wifh me health and patience, 
and ^very thing will go well. With all my 
intenfe application, and the unfavourable 
feafbn, I am almoft exhaufted. I fay almoft, 
becaufe my head, frbrn time to time, is 
unequal to its labour; probably from the 
jpores being too much clofed by the long 
continuance of the damp, and the chillnefs of 
the air in this place ; fo that in proportion 
as I fuffered from the heat in Italy, I am 

("zj He means the firft opera for the next Carnivals 
Metaftafio, befides ocgafional operas, cantatas, &c. ufually 
furnifhed one drama JFor the Carnival, one for the Emperor's 
birth- day, and a third, or fomei other poem for mlific, for 
the Emprefs's birth-day. In the Carnival of 1731, after, 
three performances of JJriano^ Jan. 4, 6, and 8th, his fe- 
ilond opera of Demetrio was brought on ihe ftage, the io:h 
i»f the fame month. 

G 2 tormented 
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tormented by the cold in Germany. So 
much does the variation of climate change 
our nature. But I haVe not felt it in this 
particular only; my abilities to combat its 
efFeftsj continually, arc not naturaL I know 
that the fluggifhnefs of the air is communi- 
cated to the fpirits, and diminifhes their 
promptitude it exertion. 

1 inclofe you a moral fonnet, which 1 
cdmpofed in the niidft of a pathetic fcenc 
that I was writing, and with which I was 
much affefted ; fo that the laughing at ftiyfelf, 
on finding my eyes ftreaming with tears for 
a diftrefs of my own making, produced ih 
'my mind the thoughts which you will read 
in my fonnet, and A^hich, if it appeartf to< 
lerable, let others read alfo. 

so NETTO. 

Sognif efavole iofingCf eppure in carte^ 
Mentre favoUj efogni ornoj e difegno^ 
In lor {folleche Jon !) prendo tal parte ^ 
Che del malj che inventaty piango, e mifdegmt 

Maforfe allor che nan nCinganna Parte 
PiufoggiofonOy e P agitato ingegno 
Fors* e allor piu franquillo P 0/orJe part^ 
Da piu falda cagion Pamor^ lofdegno P 

Ah che non fol queilcy cffio canto ^ ofcrivo 
Favole fon\ ma quanta temoy afpefo 
TutPi men/ognay e delirando ia vivo : 

^0, 
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Sogno della mia vita e il corfo interop 

Deb tUy Sigfiot, quando a dejiarmi arrive^ 
Fa^ cViQ trovi rcpofo in fen del veto (a)» 



SONNET. 

The 4reams and fiibles which I often feig% 
Fool that I am ! a real grief imparts 
/^nd evil^, I myfelf have forg'd, give pain 
Which generates tears and penetrates my heart. 

perhaps the illufion is not all a dream, 
Perhaps while agitated thus, we £nd 
Ourfelves more wife, and truth and reafon bean) 
Unufiial radiance on the aF4ent mind. 

Oh ! that not only what I fing and write 
Were fabulous, but ev'ry hope and fear 
' Which occupies my mind from morn to nighty 
Like phantoo^s of the brain| \^ouId diiappear ! 

This life i$ nodijng but a dream throughout, 
Oh grant, great God ! whene'er it is refign'd. 
That I may wake exempt frqm fear and dcMibt^ 
^Lnd in the arms of Truth, repofe may find. 

fa) The eleventh yerfe, the author lays, may run 

#iUS, 

Sfguendo rombre^ in cm rawolto to vtv9» 

It was. in writing the ninth fccne of the fecond aft of 
iJie Plimpiadej that Metaftafio found himfelf in tears, an 
f f(?£^ ^hjck afterwards proved very con^iouSt 

a 3 After 
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After I had written this fonnet, there 
came into my head, as ufual, a fcjuple;; 
which is, that the nth verfe and the loth 
explain a propolition which may perhaps be 
thought too genera], when I fay Ma quantty 
temOj Jpero tut to emenzogna: " But what- 
pver 1 fear or hope is falfe/^ I would not 
have any dry and fevere critic fky to me^ 
** What ! don't you fear hell ? don't yoit 
hope in Gqd ? " For, according to tki§, the 
hope in God and fear of helL are falle. It 
is true, that in anfwer I might fay, moft fa- 
gjicious Sir ! I have known from my infancy^^ 
as well as you, that God and hell are ipdif-. 
putable truths ; and if this w^s ijipt my be- 
lief, I fhould not have recommended myfelf 
to God, at the clofe, in the manner I have 
<done. The hopes and fears df which I fpeak 
in the fonnet, are thofe that proceed from 
mere terreftial objeds. You fee that the 
defence is liifficiently folid, and the counter- 
poifon is found in the fonnet itfelf. Jlead it, 
and giv-^ me your opinion fincerely, without 
concealing from me that of ^onfignor Ni- 
colini, which willhave great weight with 
me. I falute the V(^hole houfe, and to your- 
feif I heartily recommend your V. N. V; N, 
3Nf, M. addio. ,. Vienna, June 6, 1730, 

^ LET- 
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LETTER X, 

^ TO THE SAME. 

J BEGIN my letter with a dreadful picctf 
X)f news, juft arrived from ' Prague b^ the 
poft, which has extremely afflicted me, as 
well as ajl Vienna. The following is the 
copy of a letter which I have juft received. 

Prague, I ith June. 

** The Emperor being upon a fhooting- 

^* party, in the wood of Branchais, and 

** having fired at a ftag, the ball, after pafT- 

^* ing through the animal, wounded his 

^ Highnefs, the Prince of Schwaifemberg, 

<* Matter of the hgrfe, in the left fide, in 

** fo fatal a manner as was immediately 

•V pronounced to be mortal ; and this mom- 

** ing, between three and four, o*clock, he 

^* died. This djfeadful calamity has thrown 

** the Emperor into the deepeft affiidion. 

>^ It was with the utmoft difficulty that he 

♦* was prevented from going to feie the dying 

^* Prince, in order to a(k his pardon; but 

^* he was at laft prevailed on to fend Count 

♦§ St. Julian to perform this melanehaly 

^* Qffip«.'^ 

4r4 Thi$ 



This news has thrown the whole city 
into the greateft coufternation, many for the 
love they bore the Prince, and all for the 
iufFering of our moft auguft Mafter, whofe 
jjumanity and tendernefs are known to. be 
fiich, as muft have difordered his whole 
frame, as well as wounded his mind ; yet jit 
was impoflible to prevail on him to be 
blooded, which was thought by the faculty 
to be abfolutely neceflary to his fafety. And 
the worft of all is, that the Emprefs, whofe 
circumfpeft and prudent advice would have 
had moft weight, in prevailing on his Ma- 
jefty to fubmit to his phyficians, was unfor-i 
tunately not in Prague, 'having begun the 
nie of the waters at Carlejhad. In confe^ 
quence of this accident, the feftival of Aih: 
guft will not l^e celebrated in the city of 
Cromau^ as 1 wrote you word ; for being a 
place that belonged to the deceafed Prince, 
4t would be very ill calculated for joy and 
feftivity. I fhall wait for new orders ; but 
' the general ^opinion is, that the Emperor 
will loon return to Vienna* 

I have nothing to iky at prefent to Sig. 
Ant. Tommafo Lazzaretti. The inform- 
ation which you iiave pTocured, concerning 
the vacancy in Sicily, arrives too late; we 
4 > muft 



pauft now look forward to other things. 
Your attention, however, convinces me of 
your kind concern and zeal for my fervice ; 
which I fhall always try to preferve, ^nd of 
which I am both pleafed and proud. 

You cannot imagine how much I am af- 
flifted with the difgrace of the the^,{:re defk 
Dame. The worft parf of the ftory is, that 
in whatever way tlie poor Cavann^ may try 
to recover th^ publig favoijr,^ his lofs m\|ft be 
very great. My brother has written me the 
news of the town. His information is now 
a little ftale,. but I fim, neverthelefs, obliged 
to him. I embrace, tjiank, and beg of hin^ 
|:he continuance of his intelligence* 

How can I fi^ffieiently thank you for the 
|9:ffc.6lionate anxiety you exprefs about' my 
health ; it is already mended by your letter j 
think thei> what it would be by yourfelf. 
Maijiy cojtnpliment^ to Bulga, and othar 
friends ; and accept yourfelf of a thoulan^ 
proteftafians of th^ immutability of your N, 

yienna, June 14, 1732.^ 



LET' 
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LETTER XI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Was there ever fuch a diflocation of the 
things of this world, both fmall and great ! 
Can a more unhappy accident be imagined, 
than that which I related in my laft letter ? 
And of another kind, can greater defblation 
l)e reprefented to the mind, than that which 
you have fo well defcribed in your letter 
•which I received this morning ? It is terri- 
ble, that a great city fhould be obliged to 
differ for the caprice of an individual, and 
that, for fuch frivolous motives, he fliould 
have no repugnance to injuring numbers^ 
and difpleafing all, 

I pity thofe who feel the lofs ; and even 
without this paotive, it is impoffible to be 
indifferent, 

The Emperor, after the unhappy accident* 
returned to Prague, where, according to all 
Recounts, he fljiit himfelf up in his room, 
without feeing a human creature, during ^ 
whole day and night. Prince Eygene waa 
the firft, who, with refpeftful violence,^ 
forced himfelf ;uto his prefenc?, and ipterr 
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fupted Ae folitude ajid profouad affli6llon iq, 
which he was immerfed. It is un^verfally 
believed, to have been wholly from the car© 
and importunity of the Prince, that he al-t 
Ipwed himfelf, at length, to be blooded, and 
qonveyed to Carlejhady where he ftill rci- 
mains, and will try the efFedl of the waters. 

The youngeft Archduchefs, Marianne, 
^as been fix days ill with the fmall-pox j 
news that will increafe the agitation of our 
royal Mafter, .^t being fo far from hen 
ThcFe are, however, no dangerous lymp- 
tons, and the phyficians prognofticate a 
a happy recovery. In the mean time, the 
eldeft Archduchefs, Terefa, is feparated from 
her fifter, to efcape infedion. The Emprefs 
dowager, Amelia,^ widow of Jofeph, has 
quitted the convent, where ihe lived retired, 
in order to refide with the Archduchefs Tcr 
refa, in the Imperial palace, Favorita^ till the 
jiftiers can fafely be again united. 

I am well in health, but ill in ipirlts. All 
thefe events make me miferable; and the 
public melancholy infenfibly communicatee 
|tfelf, even to the indifferent. At prefent, 
the return of their Imperii Majefties is not 
known. The accident which happened, 
lind the illnefs of the Ajrch4iicijefs, it is ber 

lieved. 
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Keved, will haften them ; but all is conjo^hire^ 
In the mean time,. I have nothing to. cheer 
me, but your good health ; preferve it c^re* 
fuUy^ and believe me your N. 

Addio, N. M. 

Vienna, June 21, iJZ^ 



LETTER XIL 

TO THE SAME. 

I PLAINLY perceive, that I amananimsil 
of a di£fcin6t genus from the common race 
of meru Nobody has the Injiuenza more 
than once ; but I am honoured with it 
twice. Though I fufFered, and recQvercdj^ 
like other people, laft week } yet, this week» 
comes the fecond volume, with a coughs 
•head-ach, and other complaints : howevei^ 
I am again perfedly welL I hear that yo^ 
are attacked by this , diforder in the f^m? 
irlannier ; I am forry it has reached you ; \ 
iiape it' will not be very obftinate 5 indeed if 
ite quality is not more malignant art Rpn:i<5^ 
than in Germaay, you have no. ogcaiipn t<j 
.begn^^tly alarmed.. •- 
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i ^atti glad that my AJflo d" Amore * cuts il 
6gure'in Itaty, even with a cbrnpofition of 
Cardinal Polignac, though with fome dif- 
fadvantage. I perfeftly agree with the ,p\lb^ 
lie, in their appfobatioh of the latter ; and it 
Appears to me, that in this produ6lion of the 
Cafdinal, the human heart is laid open with 
great fagacity^^ and the morality interfperfed, 
does not favour of pedantry ; a common de- 
fed with all thofe who wifh to inftrud^ but 
difdain to pleafev It is very true^ that this 
ipecies of poetry is much lefs difficult than 
the other, I mean thin that in which any 
one is highly praifed. iPralfe offends the 
felf-love of thofe who hear it, and our ma- 
lignant nature makes us imagine, that what 
is given to others, is taken from ourfelves^ 
So that panegyrics fel4om pleafe, though 
good ; whereas fatire is welcome, however 
coarfe and unjuft. This may account for 
the difficulty of gilding the pill of praife^ in 
fuch a manner, as to make us forget our- 
felveSi But I fhall not .mount the pulpit, or 
afTume the part of a Seneca ; and yet I know 

* This was a little Feftal Drama of bne aft, written 
for the Emprefs's birth-day, and performed to the mufic of 
Caldara, in the Inipcrial Palace at Lintz, ip Upper Auftria, 
Aujuft i732« 

not 
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not ixow it is, but whenever I write tQ yoiii 
I feel a difpofition to philofophife, and what, 
is more extraordinary, without the fear of 
tiring you* Vienna, Dec. 6, 1732* 



The following Letter, to the fame corref^ 
pondent, feems of the firft clafs in the coI-j 
ledion. 

LETTER XIIL 

Will you luggeft to nie a fubjeft for an 
*pera, or no ? I am plunged into aii abyfs 
of doubt. Nay, don't laugh, and tell me I 
am mad. The (ubjeft of an opera is of the 
greateft confequence. Luckily, it is my 
good fortune to be abfolutely obliged tp de- 
cide immediately; otherwife, 1 fhould re- 
main undetermined till the day of judgment, 
and even then, JOa Capo.' Read the 3d 
fcene, aft iii. of my jidriano. Obferve the 
charafter which the l^mperor gives of him^ 
felf, and you will there fee' that of your 
friend. He knew his infirmity, and fa 
do I mine, but without correding it *• 

Ah ! tu nonfai 
^al guerra di penfieri 

* Though the Poet does not in his letter quote himfeifi 
yet in order to fave the reader the trouble of turning to the 
reflexion to which he alludesj we hifert it, with a tranfra- 
tioxH 

JgttM 
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tAgUa l*alma ma. Roma, il Senatv, 

Emirena, Sabina, 

JLa tnsa gloria^ it mlo amor, tutto ho prefenie: 

ITutio accordar vorrei: trovo per tutto 

^alche fcogUo a temer. Scelgo, mi pentoi 

Poi d^effermi pentito 

Mi ritorno a pentir. Mijianco intanto 

Nel lungo dubitar, tal che dal male 

II ben pii non dijiinguc. -^Ifin mi veggio 

Stretto dal tempo, e mi rifolvo at peggiom 

Ah ! thou knoweft not 
What warring fentiments diftraft my foul. 
Rome, the Senate, Emirena, Sabina, 
My fame, my love, all are prefent ; and I 
Would fain accord them all. Yet find, where'er 
I turn my eyes, fome rock to fear. I chufe. 
Repent, and then, afterwards, repenting of repentance, 
' Return again to the firfl thought, and thus 
Give birth to new contrition ; till at length. 
Quite wearied and perplex'd with endlefs doubt, 
1 can no longer diflinguifh 'twiict right 
And wrong. And laflly, having no more leifure 
For felf-debate, I choofe the worfl. 

This obftinate vice of indecifion torments 
me, without affording the fmalleft pleafufe 
in return ; I feel it without the leaft ppwer 
of refiftance ; it is fhe tyranny of body over 
mind ; and I am convinced, that thefe ex- 
ceffes of doubt and irrefolution, the great ene- 
mies of a6lion, are occafioned by the me- 
chaiiifm of our foul's habitation, which makes 

•, Us 



tis fee things through a fallV medium : as tlie 
fays of the (un are diverged, difct)ldured^ 
and rendered yellow, green, or red, accord- 
ing to the body or medium through which 
they fhine. Hence it is, that man feems not 
to aft by reafon, but mechanical impulfei 
adapting rfeafon to his feelings^ and not his 
feelings to realbn^ If this were not the.cafe^ 
all thofe who think well, would aft well; 
but we fee the contrary. Who ever ex- 
amined nature and virtue better than Arif- 
totle ? And who has ever been more un- 
grateful to both ? Who has ever taught ti9 
better than Seneca, to defpife death, and who' 
ever feared it more than himfelf ? Who 
has ever uttered finer maxims of oeconomy 
than our Paul Doria^ and who eVer fqtian- 
dered his patrimony more miferably ? In 
fliort, the doftrine is true, and radically* 
found ; but we do not examine it in all its 
ramifications, becaufe that would carry ts 
tod far. 

You are not tired when I play the phild-: 
fopher with you. Indeed I do it with, no 
one elfe ; and I have not forgotten the vari- 
ous converfations of this kind^ which we en-* 
joyed when we happily pafled many hours of 
each day together. But how materials for 

fuch 
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fuch difcuffions are increafed fince, by ex- 
perience ! We may fpeak further on thefe 
matters fometi^ne or other, if the freaks of 
fortune do not entangle the thread of my 
honourable and fatiguing web. ■■ 7^/6^ 

^C/^ of this letter has beenfupprejfed. 

Vienna, July 4, 1733, 



LETTER XIV- 

TO THE SAME. 

May years unnumbered be added to the 
life of my moft auguft Patron ! v/ho ycfter- 
day publillied in my favour, a truly Caefarean 
decree, in the fupreme council of Spain, by 
which I am inverted with the office of Trea-^ 
furer to the province of Cofenza in the 
kingdom of Naples : a poft for life, of ho- 
nour, authority, and if I were to perform 
the bufinefs myfelf in perfon, of coniiderable 
profit ; but even after paying a deputy, the 
clear falary will amount to 1500 florins a 
year. You fee that the appointment is not 
inconfiderable in point of pecuniary advan- 
tage ; but -be affured, that the honour done 
me by the folicitude, afFedtion, and con- 

voL. I. H defcenfioo 



defceiifion^ with which the Emperor harf 
deigned to Confer this benefit upon me, in-' 
finitely furpaffes all lucrative confiderations- 
It was publicly declared, at the Imperial 
table, to one of the members of the council, 
as a reward for my paft and prefent labours } 
and his Imperial Majefty was pleafed to add, 
that he had, unfolicited, mentioned this ap- 
pointment in council, as my juft due. This 
public paitiality of His Majefty in my favour, 
has made fiich an impreffion, that yefter- 
day, contrary ro cuftom, when the decree 
was mentioned,- there was no one of the 
counfellors who ventured to utter a fyUablc 
againft it ; but part of them faid coldly, that 
the order fhould be executed, while the reft 
applauded the juftice and propriety of the 
appointment. The beft part of the ftory is, 
that this favour has been granted without 
the leaft recommendation of any kind; fo 
that I owe it entirely to the beneficent 
heart of Caefar, to whom may God grant a 
long, fortunate, and glorious life ! I (hall 
probably be put to fome diflSculty in paying 
the fees of office, which I believe^ will be 
confiderablej but I fliall be loon reim- 
burfed, 

Yefterday, 



( 99 3 

Vefterday, after dinner, to moderate my 
joy For this my good fortune, I met with an 
Jicciderit which might have been ferious, 
but was of no great cbiifeqUence. In .rtiotint- 
ing the ftair-cafe of the theatre, at the 
palace called the Pavourittiy in order to re- 
connoitre the ftage, one of the fteps gave 
way under me, and I went head foremoft to 
the ne:xt ftairs, as if fhot out of a cannon. 
However, except two flight contufions, I 
efcaped very well. This I may regard as a 
fecond piece of good fortune, equal to the 
iirft. I am now going to demand an audience, 
in order to thank my Imperial Patron. 
'^ By the next pbft, you ihall be informed of 
4ll that he fays to me^ Addio N. M. 

Vienna, July %ty 1733. 



This was the laft letter to the Romanina, 
that has been preferved. That zealous 
Jriend of his head, as well as heai"t, dying 
about the middle of February 1734, ma* 
hifefted the lincerity of her attachment to 
the poet, by bequeathing to him all het 
pofleffions, after the deceafe of her hufband, 
to the amount of twenty-five thoufancj 
Crowns. But Metaftafio, always confiftent, 
with his ufual refilitude and propriety, to- 

H 2 tally 
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totally decUnecT accepting of her intended 
kinduefs, and transferred the whole bequeft 
to herhufband, wl^pfe real property, accord- 
ing to our Englifh ideas of jurifprudenccj it 
feems legally to have been. The teftamen* 
tary lawg of Italy, may be different frwi 
thofe of our country. Some Italian writers 
fay, that the Ropaanina left Metaftafio ereJe 
dituttail fuQ patrimonio. ^* Heir to aU 
her patrimony/' If by patrimony was , 
meant aij cftate poffefled by inheritance, and 
ihdependantly fettled upon her at the tiine 
of her marriage, her teftamentary dilpofi* 
tions are reconcileable to Englifh ideas of 
law in fuch cafes; though prefering the 
friend to the hufband, deviates fbmewhat 
from the general cuflom of our country. 
That the bequefl was legal, has never beei^ 
doubted by Metaftafio'a biographers, who all 
fpeak of his reijunciation in the highefl terms 
of panegyric, as uncommonly dilinterefled,, 
generous, and heroic* And the poet him- 
felf, asi well as all Italy, regarded it as a 
noble facrifice. 

Whether Metaflafio's connexion with the 
Romanina, was purely platonic, or of a lefs: 
feraphic kind, I ihall not pretend to deter- 
roitiec But the hulband relidipg in the fame 

honfe^ 
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lioufc with therh, both at Naples ind RomCp 
and the friendly matiiier in which the Poet 
always mentioned him in his letters to the 
wife, with the open iiianner in which he 
exprefled his affliftion in writing to him 
after her death, would, in England, be 
thought indications favourable to conjugal 
fidelity. But a chafte aftrefs and opera 
finger, h a ftill more uncommon pheno- 
menon in Italy» than in Great Britain. 

Yet though it is not thought abfyutcly 
iiecefTary for the female fingers of Italy to 
be.veftals, while finglc, or Lucretia^s when 
married, they find it convenient to have a no- 
minal hufband, who will fight their battles, 
contend with the firfl man^ and ItHprefarh 
of an opera ; and, occafionally, ftand* in the 
gap, as circumftances may require. 
. But whether the Poet's friendfhip . for 
Bulgarini, the hufband, was pure and undif^ 
femblcd or not, his affliction for the death of 
his wife, feems to have been unfcignedly 
deep and fincere. The following pathetic 
letter, written immediately after he had re- 
ceived the news of her depcafe, and of her 
teftamcnt in his, favour, fetms a faithful de- 
lineation of the flate 6f his mind at this 
time, and to correipond with that goodnefs 

M 5 of 
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of heart, as well as thofe tender fcclingi 
and lofty ideas of reftitude, which appear in 
all his other writings, and which have eno^ 
ble4 the gejierfil tenor of his life. 



LETTER XV. 

TO SIGNOR DQMPNICO 3VLQARINI, 

Oppressed by the afflifting news of the 
death of our poor Marianna, I know not how 
to begin this letter. The tidings are into* 
lerable to me on fo many accounts, that I 
can devife no means to diminifh the accute- 
nefsof my fufFerings; and therefore, I truft 
you will not accufe me of want of feeling, 
if I am unable to fuggeft to you any confer 
lation for your lofs, as I have hitherto been 
utterly unequal to finding any for myfelf. 

The laft difpofition of the poor deceafed in 
my favour, aggravates the caufe of my forrow, 
and obliges me to give a public and incon- 
teftable proof of the difintereftednefs of that 
friendfliip, which I profeffed tb herwhile living, 
and which I fhall preferve for her honoured 
memory, to the laft moment of my exift* 
ence. Knowing therefore, how much af- 
fe^op, l^indnefs, and zeal, for the welfare 

A of 



( 1^3 ) 

of the poor Marianna, you have always ma- 
nifefted, I fhall beft (hew my gratitude to 
her, by entirely renouncing, in your favour, 
lall claim to her efFeds ; not through pride, 
God preferve me from fuch ingratitude ! but 
becaufe it appears to be my duty, as an honeft 
man and a Chriftian. The advantage which 
I (hall ftill derive from this inheritance, eveii 
after renouncing it, will not be inconfidera- 
ble : as the knowing what was intended for 
me by the generous teftatrix, will be a lading 
proof of her friendfhip ; and the rel^^quifh- 
ing it in your favour, will b^ a p;:oof of my 
difintereflednefs with refped to her, and of 
jny equity towards yourfelf. I am at pre- 
fent, thank God, in no need of fuch aflift-. 
ance, as I am rewarded beyond my merit ; 
fo that I IhalJ not fufFer by the facrifice I 
piake to you. Though I entangle you with 
.no conditions in the renunciation which I 
jnclofe, yet I hg^ve. fbmip i^equefts to make, 
jand counfels to fuggeft to you. 

My firft requeft is, that the relinquifh- 
ing this claim, m^y in no wife diffolye 
our frieijdlhip; but that, according to 
the wifh of the poor Marianna, our cor- 
refpondence may continue as entire as if 
(he were ftill Jiviaig; fubf^^i^o 7^^^ ^^ 

ji 4 ftU 



( 104 ) 

all times, and in all places, for her reprc- 
fenlative. 

My fecond requeft is,, that y6u will un- 
dertake the trouble of receiving the fklaries 
of my three offices in Rome, and the tranf- 
afting of my Neapolitan concerns, exadly 
in the fame manner as was done by our in- 
Comparable Marianne ; for which purpofe, 
I fend you proper powerst, I write likewife 
to Signor Tenerelli, at Naples, who will 
treat you in the fame manner, as Signora 
Marianne herfelf;. remitting to you, from 
time to time, whatever fums may be due to 
me from that quarter, continuing to my 
poor family, the ufual alignments and pro*, 
vifion, if you fliall chufe it, jointly with my 
brothpr. 

The advice which fcems neceffary for mcr 
to give you, is, that you would affift the 
poor family of Signor Francelco Lombardi, 
by every means in your power ; and try by 
a6ls of charity to do every thing for them, 
which, in a fimilar fituation, you would ex- 
pcft from them to you. I have fpecified in my 
renunciation, fome particulars in which you 
Ihould affift them ; but befides my unwilling- 
nefs to involve you in trouble and difficulty, 
I am fo certaliof the goodnefsof your heart, 

that 
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that I have left all the merit of yon r bene- 
volence towards them, to the liberality of 
your own determination. 

In all things elfe, you are at full liberty 
to a6l as occafion, and your own prudence, 
fhall fuggeft. 

At prefent, my mind is in too great per- 
turbation for me to attempt giving you a 
plan for the regulation of your condu6l. I 
Ihall only fay, that it appears to me, as if 
you fhould difpofe of all the efFefts you can 
fpare, in order to raife a capital, 'atld that 
you fhould live in a fmaller houf^. 

I can think of no other teftimony to offer 
you, at prefent, of my friendfliip and con- 
fidence. Be equally open in your corre- 
fpondence, and confider my interefts aS your 
own, and me as your brother. I am unable 
now to write a longer letter; when my 
mind is more tranquil, I (hall communi- 
cate to you fuch thoughts as may occur. 

In the mean time, love me, and endeavour 
to be comforted yourfclf. Be aflured, if it 
were in my power, that I would try to con- 
tribute that to your confolation, which I am 
unable to receive myfelf. 

Vienna, March 13, 1734, 

The 
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The following letter to his brother, in apo- 
logy for his renunciation of the Romanina'$ 
intended kindnefs, will ferve as an iiluftra-f 
tioii of the principle upon which it was made, 
as well as of his own reftitude pf char^ften 



LETTER XVL 

TO THE ADVOCATE LEOPOLD TRAPASSI, 

In my prefent agitation for the unexpeded 
death of the poor generous Marianne, my 
utmoft efforts will enable me to write but 
little. I can only tell you, that beth my 
honour and qonfcience have obliged me to 
relinquifh, in favour of her hufband, Domer 
nico, that bequeft which fhe intended for 
xnc. I owe to the world an indifputable 
proof, that my fnendftiip for her, was nei^ 
ther built upon avarice, nor felf-intereft. 
I ought not to abufe the partiality of my poor 
deceafed friend, at the expence of her hufr 
band ; and God, I truft, will permit me to 
profper, by fome other means for my inr 
•tegrity. For myfelf, I am in want of 'no 
more than my prefent income ; for my fa- 
juily, I hav^ fufficient at Rome for their 

comfortabJe 
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comfortable fupport. Indeed if it (hall pleafc 
God to continue to me my prefent Neapoli-r 
tan refburci^s, I (hall be able to give furthcui 
proofs of my afFedtion for my relations, and 
for yourfelf in particular. Communicate 
thefe refohrtions to our father^ to whom I 
am unable to write at pre(ent. A(rure him 
pf my fixt determination to affift him always, 
as I have hitherto done; or rather, to in- 
preafe that afliftaoce, if things ^re pro(perous 
at Naples. In (hort, I beg you will ufe your 
utmoft endeavours to make him enter into 
my i'ea(bns, that I may not be afflifted with 
his di(approbatioxVof niy hon^ft and chriftiarj 
procedure^ 

In the meariL time, I beg you will unitQ 
interefts with Sig. Domehico, from whom I 
hope you will experience that friendfhip, 
which m^y be expefted in return for tb? 
confidence and confideration with which J 
have treated him. I have tranfmitted tp 
him proper po^yers fqr trajifading niy mor 
ney concerns, fo that all things will go on 
^s ufuaL But the poor Marianne will never 
return ! and I believe, that the reft of my 
life will be infipid an4 forrowful. Condemn 
not, I entreat you, my refolution, and be- 
)jeve n>e ever yours* Vi^m^ March 13, 1734. 
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He cxpreffed his fenfibility for the lofs of 
the Roroanina, in the fame affe6kioaate 
manner, to another correfpondent. * , 



LETTER XVII. 

TO A FRIENp AT ROME. 

W A s it neceflary for fuch a calamity to 
happen, in order to procure me the long 
wifhed for pleafure of hearing from you? 
At leaft, fince the price is fo great, I beg it 
may be continued, to mitigate, by the re- 
novation of our intercourfe, the remem- 
brance of my misfortune; a remembrance 
which feems to have placed me in the world 
as in a populous defert, and in that kind of 
defolation in which a-rnan, if he were tranf- 
ported in his ileep to China or Tartary, 
would find himfelf in waking, among peor 
pie of whofe language, inclinations, and 
manners, he was quite ignorant. In the 
midft of thefe imaginations, reafon enough 
is left to tell me who, and what I am ; but 
■that is not fufEcient to free me from afflic- 
tion. May God, ' in whofe hands are all 
events, turn this affliftion to my benefit, 

and 
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and teach rac by fuch a manifeftation, what 
a vaia hope it is, to form fyftems of hap- 
pinefs, without his affiftance *. You advife 
me to go to Rome in order to fettle, in per- 
fon, the affair of the teftament made in my 
favour by the generous deceafed ; but if I 
were not prevented by the duties of my fta*- 
tion, and the prefent tempeftuous ftate of 
Italy, you fee, that by renouncing all claims 
(o this inheritance, fuch a ftep becomes^ 
wholly unncceifary. I know not whether- 
my renunciation will be approved by all ; 
but I know very >vell, that neitlier my ho- 
nour nor confcience would permit me to 
abufe the excellive partiality of a poor wo- 
man, to the detriment of her relations, and 
that even the want of neceflaries would be 

* Having communicated a few MS. fheets of thefe 
Memoirs to my cJd and much honoured friend Mr. Mafon^ 
for whofe learning, judgment, and genius, I have always 
had the higheft refpe<9:; in perufing the prefent letter, 
when he came to this part, he wrote with a pencil the fol- 
lowing opinicMi, which, as it confirms my own, I fhall 
lake the liberty to infert: 

^ I think this paragraph a proof that there had been no- 
« thing criminal between him and Marianne. Such a 
** man as M. writing to a friend, would have expreffed in 
« this place fome compunftion, at leaft he would not have 
^ invoked the Deity in fuch a folemn manner." M. 

I ,much 
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much more tolerable to me, than the fllaiiitf 

6f fuch an aftion* 

Vienna, April 3, 1734^ 

He fays t6 the fatixt friend, in another 
letter, written May 22, of the fame year : 
«' If I fliould affeft the philofopher, arid tell 
you that I was forry to hear that my country 
had been fb lavifli of applaiife for the renun- 
ciation I have lately made, I flioiild be very 
infincere. It pleafes me much, ind will 
fortify my opinion of the juftide of the aft J 
indeed, I regard thefe praifes as a fiirprifing 
inftance of afFeftion from fb great a mother^ 
fcven to the meanefl of her fbris." 
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SECTION i lii. 

Among the letters of Metaftafio that have ' 
been publifhed, there are three to his father^ 
and many to his brother Leopold, at Rome. 
Thefe laft, chiefly without date, are gene- 
rally filled with family concerns, and kind 
coiinfel. Among many excellent maxims 
of prudence and good condu6l, Metaftafio 
chiefly recommends diligence to his brother, 
who feems, through his means, to have been 
invefted with an oflSce under the Pontifical 
government. ^* Never,'' fays he, " defef 
till to-morrow what you can do to-day. A 
weight divided into fmall portions, becomes 
infuppprtable when united." 

It is pleafing to humanity to find what 
refped and attention the Poet enjoins his 
brother towards their aged pareht, whom he 
fupported in eafc and comfort, to the end of 
jBL long life. 

^' Though I am certain," fays he to his 
brother, " that you will not be deficient in 
duty, yet ,fiiff^er me lo recommend to you 
not to {pare me^ in any expence that can re- 
move inconvenience or add to his comfort. 
If he were not our father, his age and in- 
firmities 
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firmities would demand our moft tender ^ 
compaflion ; confider then what we owe 
him, as fons." 

But in the anecdotes, that have been lately 
publifhed, concerning the private life of our 
admirable Poet*; among his peculiarities, 
fome are related which feem too ferious for 
ridicule, and from which I fliould be forry, for 
his honour, and for the honour of hunian 
nature, not to be able to defend liim. What 
a difgrace to praSical virtue and benevo- 
lence would it be, to find a writer whofe 
works breathe the purcft principles of virtue 
and morality, and whofe life, during more 
than fifty years refidencc at Vienna, was un- 
impeachably innocent, and exemplary in the 
exercife of religious duties ; to want, not 
only filial and fraternal affedlion, but even 
thofe common and laudable partialities for 
his kindred and countrymen, to which the 
moft vulgar minds are naturally prone ! It 
has been faid -f, with a degree of levity and 
(port, perhaps more pour egaier les chafes^ 
and enliven a period, than from conyidion, 
or a wifh to degrade the Poet's moral cha- 
rader, that " he refufed to hear, and took 

* Elogj Italiani dell Andrea Rubbi. Veiu 1782. 

^ lb. AnnotaxtQm alP filogif di Pietro Metaftaju^ 
AvU ^regiudizj\ 

pains 
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pains not to know whether he had in his lat* 
ter days, any one relation left in the world.'* 
And on this uncharitable affertion, the world 
is to make its ohfervqtions and refltBions? 
For my own part, I fhall make no reflexions 
injufiouis to the poet or his cenfurers, but 
furnifti calidid minds with the following 
letters, and extracts from others, written by 
Metaftafio to his father and brother, as a 
complete anfwer to hafty conclufions of his 
want of affeftion for his family • 



LETTER!. 

to FfiLlCE THAPPASSI, THE FATHER OF 
METASTASIO. 

You cannot imagine with what joy I 
learned from your moft refpeiSled letter, the 
recovery of that health, for which i have 
ever been fo anxious* 

I return you my moft humble thj^nks for th^ 
9are which you have kindly taken to remove 
from my mind fuch painful aniXiety, and I ^ 
pray to God, that in lengthening your days, 
he would deign to add to them a portion of 
my own, provided I have timo^ fufficient 
VOL* u I allowed 
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allowed me once more to embrace you, aaii 
to render you, in perfon, frefli teftimonics of 
my relpeft and reverence. 

I am unable, to-day, to write to our dear 
Perroni. But fail not, I entreat you, to let 
him know that I am well, and to embrace 
and falute him mofl heartily. Humbly beg- 
ging you to be careful of your health, and to 
grant me your benedidion. 
I remain, &c. 

Vienna, Feb, 7, 173^ 



LETTER II. 

TO THE SAME. 

I HAVE juft received your moft rclpe^^ed 
letter of the thirteenth of January, full of all 
thofe expreffions of paternal afFedipn, which 
though familar to your partial love' towariis! 
me, if repeated a thoufand and a thoufand 
times, would always imprefs my mind witH 
new delight, and exat\ from me new grati- 
tude. 

I affure you that there is nothing I more 

ardently wifh than the feeing, embracing, 

and giving you new tdftimonies of that filial 

tendernefs and relpea? vthich are fo juftl'y 

.- ■ your 
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yotir due; though the narrow limits pre- 
scribed by fortune to my powers, have not 
yet allowed me to convince you of them* by 
any other means* 

Hitherto I have feen ho likelihood of the 
pontifical intehtions of kindnefs towards 
hie, ending in any thing more than good 
wifhes, upoii which it would be very unfafe 
for hope to build. A thoiifand embraces to 
my brother, and to all our family. 

' ' ' Cza Katum, Feb, 9, 1743* 



Letter iil 

TO THE SAME. 

The duties of my employment, on occa- 
fion of the nuptials of thefe Pi'inces {b) have 
not perniitted me fboner to anfwer your moft 
refpefted letter of laft month. Though I 
have no occafion for new proofs, to convince 
me of your paternal tendernefs, I receive an 
inexpreffible plealiire from the afFe6tionate 
expreffions which you have been pleafed to 

(i) Prince Charles of terrain with Marianna, Arch- 
dutchcis of Auftria, fitter to Terefa, afterwards Emprefs- 
queen. 

I Z beflow 
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bcfto\;^>^ Upon me ; and te afliu-ed^ )th^t if I 
had leifure, my correfpondence would excceii 
all bounds, if fo facred a duty could admit of 
cxcefs. 

The moft precious proof you can give me 
of your affedlion, is the care of your health ; 
and confirming me in the ardent hope which 
I have long cheriihed of, fbmetime or ot\iCXi 
again embracing you, and receiviiig, iji per- 

fon, your paternal benediftion. 

Vienna, Jan. 25, 1744. 



LETTER IV. 

TO THE SAME* 

Your afFe^lionate letter of the i6th oflaft.' 
-month, was moft grateful tome ; as is every 
thing that comes from you, as well for the 
happy news of your health, as for the proofs 
it contained of your affeflion ; which, though 
Imneceflary perfuafives, are always welcoma 
confblations. It is mofl certain, that the 
turbulent iituation in^ which I find myfelf> 
fenders the flrufture of happinefs, which I 
have been fo many years forming, lefe and 
lels ibUd. This makes me more melahcholy 

th>u. 
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dian I ufed liaturaUy to be ; but at jprefent, 
thatnk God, in 4>ite of the terrible afpeft df 
public affairs, by clofe application to my 
bo^QS, wliicfe keeps crfF painful refleilipns, I 
am infenfibly become more tranqtuL I 
imitate you in wifhing the prosperity which 
you prefage, but not in cxpefting it, I have 
been fo long ddudcd by hqpe, that, at pre^ 
fent, the more (he appears to fmile, the hf$ 
confidence I place in her; and this incredu- 
lity, renders the ftrokes of ill fortune lefe 
affliding. You do extremely well to con- 
tinue to cherifli hope for yourfelf ; by that 
means, you have the enviable faculty of 
anticipating expefted bleflings, and enjoy- 
ing them as much at a diflahce, as if they 
were in your poffefEon ; and no fooncr does 
one fet of imaginary blcffings vanifh^ than 
another arifes, to confole the time prefent, 
for the difappointment of the pafl. For my 
misfortune, I am very barren of all fuch delu- 
five hopes, which indeed affeft me fo dif^ 
ferently, that what is balm tp your mind, 
becomes poifon to nuae. 

Would to heaven you were a prophet, 
»nd that I could give you lefs limitted figns 
of my love and refpe^. 

Vienna, June 1 3, 1 744. 
I 1 At 
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At this time, his father cherifhed the moft 
brilliant expedations from his fon's exalted 
fituation at Vienna, and the late profeffions 
of kindnefs towards him from the Pope. 
' In anfwer to a letter from his brother, 
about cplledling and printing his works, in 
which he feems to have entertained fplendid 
hopes from the efFefts of a dedication to the 
Eledor Palatine, he fays, ^* Whatever you 
do with thofe trifles, I advife you not to be 
too fanguine in your expeftations from that 
quarter. Neither princes nor their fatellites, 
have the will or the power to reward talents 
in the manner good people are apt to imagine. 
Indeed, I know not what their definition 
of merit may be, and have too profound a 
reipeft for it, to attempt its inveftigation ; I 
ihall leave it, therefore, among thofe myjleries 
which (though not contrary) are fuperio^^ 
to reafon.V 

Though thefe fraternal letters are written 
on fubjeds little interefting to the public, 
there are frequent traits in them, which if 
not to be rigidly ftyled ivit^ ojr humour^ 
amount to fomething between both : a half- 
and-half pleafantry, peculiar to our author, 
and perhaps to his language. I fhall ven- 
ture to inftante a few of thefe, without much 

* confidence 
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confidence in my abilities of transfufing their' 
i^irit into Englifh. 

In a very fhort letter to his brother, of 
only one p^ge, he fays : " When you fee our 
dear and moft pUeid Jomglli^ pray fpur him 
up to finifli the work he has undertaken for 
the court of Spain. I have a commiflion to 
give him a jog, no eafy talk, at this di- 
ftance (0)4 Now the d — 1 would have me 
turn over, but non concurrimus'* 

The poft days being changed at Vienna, 
he tell^ his brother, that having forgotten the 
alteration,, he had been an unpunftual cor- 
relpondeiit without defign, or convenience 
to himfelf from the delay ! It is hard, fays 
he, ^* to get rid of old habits,— Nor is it lefs 
difficult to change Monday to Saturday, than 
to live in an oblate fpheroidy in a world Jiat^ 
fened at the poles by new aflronomers, after 
fo long imagining that I lived in one that 
was round,^* 

Hgtving written z, Cantata^ for the birth 
of an Arch-dutchefs, he defircs his brother 
riot to mention it; for if the mere title is 

(r^ Jomelli, Who compofed fo much, and fo ad- 
mirably, when he fet about it, was naturally indolent, and 
imwilling to work: \ though equally unwilling to difoblige 
his friends by a refufal, when they intreated him to exercife 
bis talentt, ' . - >. • 

' /^ * I + known, 
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known, it will foon be thought aii old p«>* 
duftion. It is named, fays he, " La Gara^ 
pray acknowledge it for your nephew/* 

He tells his brother, who conflilted him 
about publifhing a tpeatifc, which he had 
ready for the prefs, that *' the height of 
folly in an author, is the printing his works 
at his own expence. He muft he initiated 
in the myfteries of mercenary affociates, era 
he can get out of fuch traffic with whole 
hones/' 

During thelaft war between the Emprels^ 
queen, and the late King of Prufli^, MetaA 
tafio, who was very much attached to hig. 
Imperial Patronefs, frequently fends hi$ 
brother the political news of the times, 
*^ At prefent iays he, we have more troops 
in Bohemia, than the King of Pruffia ex- 
pc6ls; and as he is iiow marched into that 
kingdom, if he chufes to dance, there yrili 
be no want of mufic : and the country- 
dances will be very hvely;" ^^ The war 

will become more and more violent every day,, 
vnlefs the Englilh change their impemous^ 
tone, adifficult metamorphofe,"-^"TheKing 
of Pruflia has made feveral n^ovements^ 
which have called upon our generals for all 
their attention; but, however, the^ feeni 

only 
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only to arife from that kind of reftleffnefs, 
which makes (ick and infirm people, always 
hope to acquire eafc by a change of po* 
fition/* 

" I am tired of a little journey into Pgr- 
naflus which I made in a great hurry, by 
order of our Court. And yet, I write to you 
the inftant I return, with my boots ftill on. 
Pray be thankful that you have not been 
ncglcded in the midft of juch fufFerings.** 

" Artaferfe is th^ raoft fortunate of aU 
my children. The reft have experienced 
various viciffitudes ; but this, through the 
obftinacy of fate, has alwayS' been in the 
ftirrups (^/). So that dramas have their 
conftellations.'* 

The corrfe{pondence with his brother 
Leopold, continued till December 17th, 1762, 
about which time he probably died. In 
letters to his banker and friend. Signer Ar-^ 
geiivilliers, at Rome, which began in 1750,, 
after his father's deceafe^ he conftantly 
mentions His brother, and gives inftrudions 
for the payment of fums allotted for his ufe* 
Jn J 759, Leopold had a very dangerous fever, 
which greatly alarmed Metaftafio^ whp, in 

\d) Always futfcefsful, never dlfmmnud. 

writing 
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writing to Signer Argenvilliers, exprefles his 
anxiety in a manner too afFe6lionate for a 
n^an who . ** refilled to hear, and took paina 
not to know, whether he had any one rela^ 
tion in the world/' 



J. E T T E R V. 

JO SIGNOR FRANCESCO ARGENVILLIERS, 
BANKER, AT ROME- 

You have furniftied me with a new proof, 
my dear friend, of the goodnefs of your heart, 
in the affectionate eare you have t^ken of 
my brother, the Advocate, and of my tran- 
quilHty, by vifiting hioi yourfelf, and faitht 
fblly informing me of the ftate in which you 
found him, during the violent fever with 
which he was attacked, He has written me 
a Ihort letter, which has given me a hcart- 
ake, by its brevity. I entreat you to Ipare 
me in nothing that can contribute in the leaft 
to his affiftance; I cannot explain to you 
what will be my anxiety, till the next poft. 
Though your kindletter gives great hopes, yetl 
ypu know. By experience, what are the emo-r.. 
tions of the heart, for the danger of a brother. 

Vienna, Sept, 3[p, 1759. 
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LETTER VI, 

TO THE SAME. 

I WANf expreffions to defcribe to you, 
piy dear and worthy friend, the tendernei^ 
^nd gratitude with which I feci myfelf at-j 
tached to you. The care which you take, 
iiot only of my brother's health, but of 'my 
eafe of mind, furpaffes all bounds; and that, 
not merely in the fir ft letter concerning the 
dreadful malady, but the fecolid, written by 
another hand. God preferve you for the 
confolation of your friends, and the honour 
of humanity, which has not many fuch to 
boaft. You have encouraged me to hope 
the beft, and it is from your kindnefs that I 
can expeft tranquillity. Pray thank my lif- 
ter, who, according to your account, has 
diftingiiiftied herfelf by the exercife of her 
duty upon this occafion. Oh, ray dear 
friend, if I could but exprefs what my hearf: 
feels for you ! But do you, who ^re capar 
ble of fuch anions, judge of their effeds^ 
and believe me, while I have exiftence, &c, 
P. 5. Pray give me credit for .whatever 
fnay be wanting on account of »my brother'^ 

illneli. 
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illnefs, in cafe the expence fhould exceed the 
cfFedls which I had in your hands, 

Vienna, Sep. 13, lys^r 



-Amm 



Letter vii. 

TO THE SAME. 

All my expeflations of letters from Rome 
hav^ failed me to-day; imagine therefore^ 
my dear friend, what agitation my mind 
mnft fufFer, already trembling with doubt 
for my brother's fafety. I know the excel- 
lency of my dear Sig. Argenvilliers' heart, 
by a thoufand proofs ; fo that I cannot ima- 
gine it poffible for you, to negleft me at fuck 
a critical moment. But. affeftion, alwaya 
timid and fufpicious, fuggefts to me that you 
have, perhaps been filent through prudence ; 
or, through delicacy, have inclofed your letter 
to fbme other perfon, who may prepare mc 
/or the event. Forgive, my moft excellent 
friend, thefe human doubts. I do not try 
to fupprefs humanity, and confefs, that t 
have at prefent no power over my aifli6Uon% 
But here comes another fervant, who fays 
that the Roman letters are not yet arrived, 

4 fo 
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ft that I return to the hope, with whicK 
yoiar laft kind letter infpired me, of better 
tidings. I '(hall leave this open as long as 
poflibk, and, in the mean time, embrace you 
with that refpeftful efteem, which Co dear 
and worthy a friend merits, Addio. 

P. S. The letters from Rome of the 5th 
iuftant, are at laft arrived, as I have feen 
Several in the hands of friends to whom they 
tP'erc addrefled ; but there are none for me! 
I know not what to think, and therefore 
felapfe into my former agitation." 

Vienna, Sep. 17, 1759. 

His brother, however, recovered of this 
indifpofition, as we find by a letter to the 
fame correfpondent, written three days after 
the above* 

** I beg your pardon, my moft admirable 
friend, for the inquietude which my pre- 
ceding letter muft have occafioned. This 
ioftant two of your letters are brought to mc, 
one written on the 5th, and another on the 
8th of the prefent month, I know not by 
what accident the firft was delayed, which^ 
- by not being delivered on Sunday, fet mc 
-upon making cruel almanacs. Thank God 
fox deigning to extend his mercy to us all ; 

and 
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&nd thank you for the numerous demoriftr^ 
tions you have given, of the temper of your 
own mind." 

After fifty-two years abfenc6 from Rbriie^ 
Metaftafio feems to have furvived all his re^ 
lations and juvenile friends, and to have 
made a juft and equitable will in favour of 
the Martinetz family, with whom^ having 
conftantly refided in tranquillity and com- 
fort, to make them his heirs was a laudable 
manifeftation of his friendlhip and gratitude^ 
His benevolence and fenfibility have never 
been called in queftion by his countrymen, 
who, on the contrary, have extolled thefe- 
qualities in him, even more than his genius 
for poetry. 

And now having Ipoken of his bifth^ 
adoption, education, firft poetical produc-« 
tions, attachment. to a female friend, afflic- 
tion for her lofs, and afFeftion for his family^ 
we fhall proceed in the next fedion to bis 
writings, in chronological order, and con- 
iider him more particularly as a Lyric Poefi 
and a Critic. 



END OF THE THIRD SECTION. 
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SECTION IV- 

A HE year 1 733 feems to have been ex- 
tremely fertile in the Parnaffian territorie*s 
of our bard. Not only the opera of Olim- 
piade^ and Demofoontey with the oratorio of 
Giufeppe riconofciuto, but his charming can- 
zonet, La Libertay were produ6lions of 
this year. This celebrated canzonet: 
Grazte agringanni fuoij was fet by the bard 
himfelf, to an air of which Cocchij when he 
was in England thirty years ago, furnifhed 
me with a copy. And as Metaftafio con- 
feffed to me at Vienna, that he was the au- 
thor of this air, I (hall prefent it to my 
mufical readers, as a curiofity. For though 
it has been fet as a Venetian Ballad, a Csn- 
iionet, a Duo, and a Cantata, by fb many 
great compofers, to much more elaborate 
and fanciful mufic than this ; yet Metaftafio*s 
melody, which has been compofed more 
than fifty years, has ftill its merit ; and, 
compared with airs of the !(ame period and 
kind, will be found fuperior to*moft of them 
in elegant fxmplicity. 

• La 
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V 



La Libert a, a Nice. Canionettar 

Partk e Mufica Ji Meta&aBa^ • .^ 



a ril ' I'^Mrr \^Tt& 



Grazie agrin-gan-ni iuot^ al fin re-Jpi^ro # 



^fji^ ^ ^^ytuMj iirt^ 



Grassie agrin-gan-ni tu^if td fin re-fii-rp § 



f'rr-ir-''rrf fHJ;UJ i 



I^Ue, al fin (Cun' in-fe - - ^- flr, th^Bar gU 
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i^/ pi - i - /ii, itl'bergli Dei pie - /^. 




2>« /J - ^ . /a, tf3 ^^/r i>«- pie - fi. 




&ii/r 



( ^33 ) 

There are two tranflations of this cele- 
brated caftzone^^ in Dodfley*s ColhStion 'of 
P^/^ijcfeveralia^JFreAch; and among the 
reft, one by Koiiflfe&iu, which he fet himf^, 
three iev^ral time$, to^ airs which are en- 
graved in tlte poilhtiinous colle6hon of his 
fongs* But among all the verfions thslt I 
have l^cn, no one feems to have been at- 
tempted ia i\x^JameJBeafure as the original, 
or that c4n be appKed to the mufic of any 
one of the cprnpafers by whom it has been fet. 

For the fake therefore of Metaftafio's me- 
lody, thijs Englifh tranflation, totkiem verbis^ 
has been attempted. Indeed the double 
Rhymes are ftill wanting for the Mufic, and 
the exaft fimilitude pf the number^!; but it 
feems hardly pbflible to find fo many tolerable 
double Rhyroi^ in our language aa would be 
necetfary, without degrading the verfe into 
doggerel: as fix out of eight lines in^eVtiryftan- 
za of the original, end with a diffyllabic word. 



The Imperial Laureate's works were ixow 
fufficiently cbnfiderable to intereft^ the book- 
fellers throughout Italy ; they had already, 
been colle6tcd and publifhed at Rome and 
Naples, but in an iucorred and ineilegant 
xsanuer. Bettmelli^ an eminent printer at 

K 3 Venice, 
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Venice, opened a correfpondence with Me- 
taftafio upon this fubjedl, in 1732, foliciting 
his advice and affiftance in preparing- a new 
impreffion. Befides fmaller pieces, and three 
oratorios, his great operas amounted now to, 
twelve. Metaftafio's anfwers to the letters 
of Bettinelli have been preferved and inferted 
in the late colleftion, though mofl readers 
will, perhaps, think that they might have 
been liippreffed without injury to the public 
intereft, or the author's fame. And yet, 
the profe of Metaftafio is fo pure, clear, 
eafy, and elegant, that the moft (hort and 
unimportant of his letters are precious for 
the ftyle, however uninterefting may be the 
liibjefts which produced them. 

Dr. Johnfon ufed to fay, that the book- 
fellers were an author's beft patrons; and 
Metaftafio, though he had an Emperor for 
his protedor, fecms to have treated Bettinelli 
with that confideration which he thought 
due to a benefaftor. And, perhaps, no book- 
feller was addrefled with more politenefs by 
an author fo high in ftation and public fa- 
vour, fuice the invention of the prefs. 

If, therefore, thefe letters to BetincUi had 
no other merit than their urbanity, they may 
have their ufe, as models of good breeding 

between 
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between perfons, who, regarding each other 
with mutual jealoufy, are fufceptible of all 
the irritability which that paffion is apt tQ 
excite, in what ever form it alFumes. 



LETTER L 



TO SIG. JOSEPH BETINELLI. 
SIR, 

After returning you due thanks for the 
undeferved confidence which you are pleafed 
to manifeft in the merit of my works, as well 
as for your obliging attention in communi- 
cating to me your plan, previous to its exe- 
cution, I am bound in gratitude to difluade 
you from the proje6led enterprife. My rea- 
sons are, that being at prefent in want of 
fufficient leifure to arrange and revife pro- 
du6tions, which formerly with riiuch impe- 
tuofity rather flew than came from my 
hands, they could make but an inconfider- 
able mifcellany of things dlfapproved ^ by 
myfelf, and to which, for the moft part, the 
laft polifh is wanting. And if fuch an 
edition would fiiffice, you have been antici- 
pated by Sig. Pietro Leoni, the bookfeller at 
Rome, who has already printed a*colle6lion 
pf all my poetry, to my own great forrow, 
1^ '^ - K 4 without . 
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without "confidcring the objedions juft men- 
tioned. If, however, you have no repug- 
nance to fuipend the execution of your plan 
for a fhort time, I (hould wifh to coUefl, 
revife, and arrange all my poetical compo- 
fitions; to write a treatife on the ItaUan 
drama, for which I have all the materials 
ready, and then publiih a neat edition, in 
which we might mutually affift each other. 
But for fuch an imdertaking, leifiire (a fcarcc 
commodity with me at prefent) will be ne«* 
ceffary. 

However, by working a little at a time, 
during the intervals of my ufual employment, 
I ihould not delpair of accomplifliing fiich a 
defign. Affure yourfelf that I (hall be much 
at your fervice, and that I am, with a duo 
fenfe of my obligations to you, &c. 

Vienna, June I4» ijjfl^ 



LETTER Ih 

TO THE SAME. 

It mortifies me extremely, not to be able 
to anfwer your moft obliging fbUcitations, 
with that promptitude which they deferve^. 
But my occupations at this court are fb in* 
ceffant, that I can procure no leifure for 

linifhinij^ 
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finifhing what I planned in Italy : hence, the 
treatife I mentioned to you before, ftill re- 
mains in the fame flate ; and what is yet 
iefs promifiag, I fee no likelihood of enjoy* 
ing the neceflary tranquillity for making it 
fit for the public eye. 

But this does not appear to me an objec-^ 
tion fufficient to prevent your, preparing the 
impreffion of my dramatic works, which 
you had in meditation. I am however fo* 
little perfuaded of their merit, that I fhould 
never have dared to advife fuch an under- 
taking; and indeed you may remember that 
I took Ibme pains to difcourage it, by fiig- 
gefting to you the difficulties which, in my 
opinion, you would have to encounter, and 
particularly thofe arifing from the Roman 
edition.. But if you perfift in your refolu- 
tion, and will rehnquifli the idea of waiting 
for the treatife, I can offer you no better 
fcrvice, than that of furnifhing you with co-^ 
pies of thofe impreffions of my dramas 
which were printed uuder my own eye, and 
Corre6ting fuch errors as had efcaped me and 
others^ before. 

For this purpofe, I have akeady given 
commiffion in Italy for colle6ting the opera. 
bpokS| which fhall be fent to you as foon at 

poffible* 
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poflible. In the mean tinie, I fliould be 

glad to be informed of the (ize, paper, and 

charafter, in which this new edition is to be 

executed ; the beauty and correftnefs of 

which, and a moderate number of copies, 

are all the rewards I propofe to myfelf, for 

the trouble and inconvenience which I am 

willing to undertake. . \ 

Vienna, Feb, 28, 1733, 



LETTER 111 

TO THE SAM^, 

As foon as I had anfwered your laft letter, 
I wrote to my brother Leopoldo Metajiafioy at 
Rome, to ufe his utmoft endeavours to find, 
for your ufe, all my poetical compofitions ; 
tranfmitting to him, at the fame time, a 
paper of inftrudions for their arrangement, 
to be conveyed to you by any perfon whom 
you fhould appoint to receive them. But 
this is not the greateft difficulty. It is ne- 
ceilary for you to be informed, that the fuc-r 
ceffors of BagUoni and Carlo Buon-arrigay 
propofe a fimilar plan. And without con- 
fulting me, have procured at Rome, copies 
of all my writings that have been hitherto 

publilhed. 
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INDIFFERENCE, 



TO METASTASIO S OWN MUSIC. 



Nife, thy pow'r is flown, 
1 thank thee for my cure ; 
The gods have mercy fhewn, 
Thy tricks no more allure, 

VOL. I, 



From all thy chains I feel 
My foul, at length, is free; 
No dream I now reveal, 
I* wake to liberty. 

K Manco 
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II. 



Manco rantico aniore^ 
. Efon tran^illo affgnOy 
Cbe in me non itoFva fdegno 
y'er mafcberarji amor» 
Non cangio piu color e^ 

^ando il tiio name afcoUo ; 
S^uando ti miro in *volto^ 
Piu non mi baiie il cor. 



HI. 



Sognoy ma te mn miro 
Sempre ne' fogni mtti \ 
Mi dejh, e iu nonfei 
U prima miopenficr, 

Lungi da te m^aggirc, 
Senza bramarti mai ; 
Sontecot e non mi fair 
Ne pena, nt piacer. 



All former ardor's fled,', ^ 
Which petuiance could move f 
And that difdain is dead. 
Which mail&i itfeif in love. 
Nor does my colour thangc, 
Whoe'er thy name repeats ; 
When o*cr thy face I range. 
My heart-no longer beats. 

In dreams thou'rt now forgot,* 
And caft on Lethe's brink ; 
And when I wake, thou'rt not' 
The firft on whom I think. 
To qiftant climes I fteer,- 
Nor mifs thee day or.night ; 
Nor doft thoi], when thpu'rt near,- 
Or pain, or joy excite. 



rv. 



•Di fua helta ragionOy 
Nc intenerir mifentd ; 
I torti miei ramento, 
E non mifofdfgnax* 

Confujo piu nonfonOy 

^>uando mi 'vieni appriijjb 'y 
Col mio rii'aU ijlfffo 
Pojfo di te parlar. 



Volglmi il giiardo aluro, 
' Par I ami in ^i/ollo umano ; 
II iuo difi're'::.%o e vario, 
L^ ^jixno il Iuo favor > 
Che piu l'nfatr> impcro 
.^ei laobri in me non hanno \ 
,ii^fgli occhi piu nonfuJinOy 
La -'j/a (1/ quep) cor. 



Of all thy charms Tnow 
Can calmly think and fpeak, 
Can trace each broken vow,- 
Nor means of vengeance ieek. 
Confus'd no more I feem 
Whene'er T fee thee near ; 
And Ihouldft thou be the theme 
Can rivals patient hear. 



Now if thou angry look, 
Or love and kindnefs feign •^' 
Frowns undifturb'd I brook,- 
And feel thy favour vain. 
Thofc lips, however kind, 
Have loft their magic art ; 
Nor can thine eyes now find' 
The paflage to my heart. 
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VI. 



SeUeto, mUsfio w fdn^- 
Qia ftcm-e fiu tua d^HOi 
G/a c^fn ttiu MMf V ^ 
Chefen%a tern place • 
Laptvot Uc^i ilpmio\ 
Ognifoggkfrna in^aio 
M'attHofa awor lea te* 



What pain or pleafure givcsigr :^ 
What joy or forrow bringsi 
From thee no good rec^iyesg 
From thee no evil fpring^.*^' 
Without thee, I delight ' ^ • 
In woods and flow'ry meads ; 
And with thee, hate die fight 
Of barren fields and w.ekd^« 



VII. 



Oiii ^10 fonjiftcero \ 
Ancor mifembra hetlay 
Ma non mijemhu qudhy 
Che paragon non ha, 

t. (non t'qffenda ilvero) 
Nel tuof Uggiadro ajpetto 
Or n>edo alcun eSfettOi 
Che mipafea belia. 



VIII. 



S^ando hftralfpezzcut 
(CoinfeJJoi il mo rojfote) 
Spezxar m' intefi il corCy 
Miparve di morir. 

Ma per ufdr di guod^ 
Per non njederji oppre(f)y 
Per racquiftarfeftej/b 
tuttofipmfoffrir. 

If el vifcoy in cui s*anjvenne 
^elTaugeUin talora, 
Lafcia le penne ancor a^ 
Ma torna in liberta. 

Poi le perdute penne 
Ilpochi di rinnovay 
Caiao divien per prova^ 
NepiH tradirftfa. 



Nor doe* thy face^ though j&iri 
At prcfent fa excel, / 

That I could fafely fwcar 
It has tio parallel. 
And let not truth offend, 
Shotild I to think inclme 
Some features I could mend. 
Which once I thought divme. 

[. 

When firft I drew the dart 
(With fhame my cheek's on fire j 
Such torture tore my hearty 
I thought I fhould expire. 
But to relieve fuch pain, 
To fly oppreffion's fphere, 
And fway o'er felf to gain. 
What faffering's too fevere ? 



IX. 



When csmght in vifcous (nar? 
A bird, himfelf to free. 
Will feme few feathers fpare, 
To gain his liberty. 
But plumage will return ; 
Again he'll mount the ikies j 
Nor prudence has to learn, 
By fad experience wife. 

K 2 S9 
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f»t I 



So€benoH credieflinto 
In me fixrejidio autico^ 
fmbefifieJoHdiat 
Ferfbi facer nonfi^ 

S^el HOturale ifiinto* 
Mtcgf a parlor rm firma% 
JPer cm do/cm ra^wa 
J>e* rifcbf ebe pafso. 



Ihpo II crudel dment^f 
Harra i piilfatifdegm\ 
Di fueferite ifigniy 
Moftra ilgttcrrier cosh 

Mofira coA conienio, 
Scbiavo cbe ufd dipena^ 
Ifa barhafCL catena% 
Cbe firafcinama un di. 



But ftill I know thou'lt hj. 
My cure is not complete: 
As, though 'tis told each day. 
The tal^ J ftill repeat. 
My inftin^t is the (ame 
As that of men who roam. 
And with delig(it prodaun 
The dangers they've o'ercomc. 



XI. 



Thus foldi^n when retum'd 
Vi6torious from a warj> 
Telj how they laurels earn*d» 
And proudly ihew each fear. 
And thus the galley -flave 
Relcas'd from cruel chains. 
On iha^kles Hill will rave 
And ihew their deep remains. 



XII. 



Parlo, mftfol parldf^f 
Mfjbddisfar procurp ; 
Parloy ma nulla to euro 
Cke tu mi preJH fe. 

ParlOf ma nan dimando 
Se approvi i detti mici : 
^e fetfanquillafei 
If el ragionar^ di me. 



Of liberty I fpcak 
To pleafe myfclf alone, 
But not thy peace to break 
Or to difplay my own. 
I fpeak, nor aik if now 
My reas'jiing pleafes thee 5 
Nor ca^e if calmly thou 
Canft bear to fpeak of me. 



XIII. 



lo la/cio uti* inconflante : 
l!uperdi un corjincero : 
Ifonfo di noi primiero, 
Cbi s^abbia a confidar. 

So cbe unj/ifido amante 
Hon trover a piu Ktce ; 
Cbe un* altra ingannatricc 
B facile a irovar. 



I quit a fickle fair, 
Thou*It lofe a heart that'5 true ; 
Nor do I know or care 
Who moft has caufe to rue. 
But this I know, a fwain 
So true will ne'er be found ; 
But females falfe and vain 
Throughout the yrorld abpund. 

Therq 
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publifhed. Now as I have no inedited work 
ready for publication, I cannot intimidate 
them by promifing a more ample edition. 
You will make fome ufe of this intelligence, 
I hope, which I communicate to you in ho- 
nour, that you may avoid an expence, which, 
in all probability, will not turn out to your 
advantage. If, however, you ftill perlift in 
your plan, you may depend on every affift- 
anee in my power to render it perfe6l ; and, 
when completed, if you honour me with a 
few copies, I fhall regard them as a free gift, 
and a teftimohy of your generofity and re- 
gard. Vienna, April 18, 1733. 



As this is the firft edition of the works of 
Metaftafio, in which the poet interefted 
himfelf, we fhall not wholly quit his cor- 
re{pondence with Betinelli, till its publica- 
tion. After two other letters on the fubjeS, 
he fays in a third : 



L E T T E R IV, 

TO THE SAME. 

I HAVE this morning received informa- 
tion from "Naples, that Riccardi, the printer, 

has 
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has either finifhed, or will finifh in a (hort 
time, a new impreffion of all my works that 
have been hitherto publifhed ; but in fo con^ 
fufedy carelefs, and miferable a manner, that 
my friends at Naples, who are numerous, 
are extremely offended. I fhall immediately 
write to different perlbns there, and defire 
them to inform the public of the neat edition 
which you are now printing, and of which 
you would do well to tranfmit thither a 
ipecimen. The inedited opera, at leafl, 
cannot be in the other edition, and there 
are many circumftances which will render 
yours infinitely fuperior. 

Vienna, July ii, 1733. 



LETTER V, 

TO THE SAME. 

I HAVE received a copy of the addrefs to 
the public, in the propofals for a fubfcrip- 
tion, and fhall make ufe of it. It is very 
well, written, though with great partiality 
for me. It would give me pleafure to be 
informed who drew it up. I now fend you 
Ezio^ correfted by a friend, and next week, 
ftiall forward to you a new opera. You 

muft 
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muft not forget to fend copies of your pro- 
pofals to Rome and Naples, before the -Nea- 
politan edition is further difperfed. 

Auguft 22j 1733- 



Betinelli, about this time, feems to have 
loft a little ground in the favour of Metafta- 
lio, by haftily and carelefsly printing Didont 
from an incorred copy; and by the impe- 
tuofity with which the fheets of the new 
edition of his entire works, were work- 
ing off. 

" Your fcrupulous punduality with the 
public," fays he, " like other excefles, coun- 
terafts itfelf : for by too much hafte, you will 
do the public little good, and me lefs. 

In your hurry, you have already forgot a 
corredion which I fen t you long fmce, with 
earneft entreaties that it might be attended to, 
and with which you promifed to comply. 

You know that all the world is in the prac* 
tice of commerce, and mutually exchanging 
what they can fpare, for what they want. 
You afe bound to have the fame regard for 
my honour^ as I am blound to have for your 
inter eft. But I hope you will forgive my 
fiucerity, if I fay that, hitherto, it feems as 
4 if 
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if you had negleded this rule m our corref^ 
pondence, though the difinterefted manner 
with which I treated you, certainly merited 
Ibme return of attention. 

'' Notwithftanding this caufe of com- 
plaint, on Saturday I fhall fend you Catone^ 
correded, with an almoft total change of the 
third a(^, which you will print both ways, 
to diftinguifh your edition from all others. 
From this tim^, I fhall every week fend you 
fomething ready for the compofitor, if you 
Will but have patience ; which, however, 
I little expe6l. 

" I beg you to let me have as foon as pof- 
fible, two copies of the firft volume, with a 
print on good paper, to prefent to my Auguft 
Patrons. 

" Excufe the poetical franknefs with which 
I have written, and believe me equally 
iincere in offering you my befl; fervices.'' 

In November, he fay^ : ^' I now fend you 
another opera, which will be the lafl ; as, 
with this, we fhall conclude the collection 
of operas, and begin to print the other 
pieces. It does not feem to me, as i|* there 
would be materials fufiicient for another 
volume, unlefs, contrary to my inclination, 
j^ou print the compofitions of my early and 
*; inexpe- 
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inexperienced youth, which I have long dis- 
approved. You mufl explain yourfelf clear- 
ly on this fubjed, that I may take my mea- 
fures accordingly. 

" I thank you for the copies which you 
have fent me bound, for their Imperial Ma- 
jefties, and I hope, when I have time to 
examine them, that I fhall ftill find new 
caufe for thanks/' ^ 

In, the next letter, he tells Betinelli, that 
he had read the proof-fheets of thefe dra- 
matic pieces, and found fo little to corre6l, 
that it feemed a ufelefs expence of poftage, 
to fend them back. Of three of thefe dra- 
mas, he gives the following account. 

La Contefa d^ Numl^ 

" The contention of the Gods/' 

Was fet by Vinci, and performed at 
Rome, tin the Palace of Cardinal Polio:nac, 
the French AmbafTador, on the birth of the 
Dauphin, 1729. 

Enea neW Ellji^ 

« -^neas in the Elyfian Fields, or 

The Temple of Eternity," 

Set by Fouchs, was fung in the Garden of 
the Imperial Palace, called the Favourite^ 
in celebration of the Emperor's birth-day, 
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V AJth iP Jmon 

^ The Afylum of L©vc/' 

This dramatic entertainment, fet by Cal- 
dara, was represented at Lintz, Auguft 28th, 
1732, in celebration of the birth-day of the 
Emprefs, who was prefent at the perform- 
ance» 

For the orthography, he advifes the cor- 
rei^or of the prefs, to follow that of Faccio* 
lati, printed for the ufe of the Seminary, at 
Padua, which he likes better than any other. 
All Metaftafio's opinions in literature, feem 
worth recording. 

*^ Next week, (he faySj) I fliall fend you 
my Oratorios, which now amount to five. 
Thefe have been colle6led into a volume at 
Vienna; but are fo ill-printed, that I am 
afliamed to prefent them to my Auguft 
Patron.'' 

This edition was not finiflied till 1734* 
It was terminated by the following pieces, 
which made a feventh volume, 

Angelica^ a Serenata, written at Naples^ 
1722. La Morte di C atone ^ a Poem in 
7erza Rima^ not intended for mufic. 

U Origine delle Legge ; the fame. 

" Thefe compofitions, fays Metaftafio, 
are, ixi my opinion, fo feeble, that I have 

not 
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not had courage to re-perufe them, through 
the dread of the pam it would give me to 
recolleft that they were going to be laid be- 
fore the public, who, in reading them, will 
not always remember, in my excufe, the 
time of life in which they were written." 
He conftantly recommended to every fub- 
fequent Editor of his works, to place thefe 
Poems, in a feparate, and laft volume. 

The Poet feems to have been much 
pleafed, in general, with Betinelli's atten- 
tion,, while this edition was printing; and 
fays in a letter to him,'dated April loth, 1734. 
" I have received the laft fheet of the third 
volume, and return you due thanks, not 
only for that, but for the grateful and obhg- 
ing fentiments, which, by magnifying the 
little that I have contributed towards the 
new impreffion, you have been pleafed to 
cxprefs. * ' 

" Indeed you have now made me fo much 
wi(h to merit the praifes which you beftow, 
that I beg you will afford me fome further 
opportunity of obeying your commands. 

" I fend you the laft Oratorio, which I have 
written (e). This, of all my facred dramas, 

{/) This muft have been Beiulia liberatOy which was 
fet by Rentier^ for the Imperial Chapel, in 1734* 

VOL. I. L is 
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is that with which I am the leaft difpleafcd. 
I traufmit a copy of it to you, that you may 
dilpofe of it in fuch a manner as fliall be 
moft ufeful to you.'* 

This impreflion ipuft have had a very 
rapid fale, as we find Metaftafio in correfpon- 
dence with the iame publifhcr, m July of the 
lame year, on the lubjeft of another edition. 

" I return you my fincere thanks, for the 
obliging attention with which you arc 
pleafed to treat me, in advertifing me of 
your intended new edition of my works; 
and 1 wi(h it the fame fate with the preced- 
ing, as a reward for your folicitudc and care. 
I cannot but approve of your . intention, 
having aheady had fuch proofs of your 
prudence, as incline me to think that you 
have well weighed all circumftances previous 
to th^ undertaking." 

A few days after this was writtep, Me- 
taftafio fent Betin^lli the following letter 
of thanks, for a pamphlet which he had 
tranfroitted to him, in which his Opera of 
DemofoontCy was very feverely treated* 



LETS 
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LETTER VI 

to SIGl^OR JBEtlNELLl. 

How inuch iafti 1 obliged to you, for 
the care which you have kindly taken in 
Iranfinitting to me the learned refleftions on 
my 'Demtfoonti^ If I had leifiirc to reply, 
the chief part of my anfwer would confift 
of fentiments of gratitude to the writer : fb 
much higher does he think of my labours 
than I do myfelf» 

I have run it through haftily, between 
the time of receiving and anfwering it ; but 
I fliall frequently repeat the perufal, no lefe 
for the difcovery of my faults, than the im- 
provement of my ftyle. Oh, what inftruc- 
tion fliould I not receive, if the author would 
puWifli the Tragedy which he promifesj 
From the ftudy of its perfe6lions, I might 
more clearly fee my own errors, even thofe 
which he has neglefted to fpecify ; thinking 
it fufficient to inform hi& readers, that fuch 
exifted, and contenting himfelf with exam-* 
pjary charity, to allow, that I had purpofely 
admitted many of the irregularities with 
which the piece abounds. 

j.% The 
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The parts of the pamphlet that you 
have fent me, in which the author defcends 
to particulars, contain refledions on the in- 
confiftency of the ch^raOiers of Ti/?2ant&es^ and 
Creufuj and a parallel between Signor x^pof- 
tolo Zfcno and myfelf; As to the fifft, per- 
haps hb :is right ; though I believe, that a 
perfbn may a6l differently in different fitua- 
tions, without inconfifleiicy of chard^ler. 
'Timantbes^ is a valiant young man, fubjed 
to the emotions of youth, though naturally 
reafbnable, and furnifhed by education With 
maxims fuitable to perfons- of his rank'. 
When affaulted by paffion, he is impetuous, 
violent, and inconfideratc. But when he 
has time to refleft, or any objeft prefent, re- 
minds him of his duty, he is jufl, moderate, 
and rational. And in the whole courfe of 
the drama, that contraft always appears, 
which arifes either from the conflifting ope- 
rations of the mind and heart, or of impe- 
tuofity and rcafon. Thus Taffo has drawft 
Rinaldo. When paflion tranfports him, he 
iays of Godfrey : . . . ^ ^ •^ ' '.'^ 

\ ' -• .'J' .".'- 

Fenga egU^ o mandi : io tertofermo ilpitdc : . •• , f,; 

Giudicejian tra noi laforte^ J Varme : . _ . . 
Fera tragedia ei vuoly che s* apprefentty 

Per lor dtp9rt0y alU nemiche genth "' ' 

Then 
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Then let him come,-— —I here fhall firm abide, 
And arms and fete between us (hall decide : 
Soon {hall our ftrife in fenguine torrents flow, 
A profpedl grateful to the gazing foe ! 

HoqU's Tranjl. ofTaJJo: 

But when he has time to refleft, in copl 
blood, he fays to the fame Godfreys 

E 5*10 rC off eji tcy hen difconforto '•'' 
Ne fentu pofciaj^ e penitenza al cuore ; 
Or vengo a* tuoi ricbiami, ed Qgnl'emenda, 
Spn pronto afar^ cbe grata a. te tni rendum 

Too late convinc'd, the rafli oflince I own ; 
And deep contrition fince my foul has known. 
By thee recall'd, I feek the camp again ; 
And may my future deeds thy grace obtain, 

IIooIe\ 

The fame rule, in different proportion, has 
been obferved in the chara<Ser,.of Cr^^; 
a Princefs wholly governed by the vanity .of 
high rank and beauty.. Offended by Timan- 
thes^ unexpe6ledly, in both, without a mo- 
pient's time for refledlion, fhe breaks out into 
^ defire of vengeance; but after the firft 
emotion, (he not > only^ives it ;Up, but difr 
covers it to be ill- founded, and Js iippelleci 
by her reafon, as in juftice fhe . ought to be„ 
\o pity the very perfon, whom her revenge, 
^as purfuing. 

\. 3 This 
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This docs not appear to me, inconfiftency 
of charaftcr, but diverfity of fituation, with-» 
out which, every charader would be iniipid 
and improbable, What man is always calm 
and feafonable, or agitated, and violent? 
The firft would be a divinity, the fecond ^ 
wild beaft. From the contraft of thefe two 
imiverfal principles, reafbn and paffion, arHes 
the diverfity in the characters of men, as 
each of thefe, or both prevail, 

And this concurrience of different print 
ciples in the iame perfon, reconciles the 
valour of JEneas with the tears he fo fre- 
quently flieds i the tranfports of Dido, with 
the good fenfe of a foundrefs of an Empire } 
and juftify Orlando, 

Che per amor venne In fur or e^ e mattOy 
jy uifity ehejtfa^gh erajiimato frmcu 

« Who once the flower of arms, and wifdom*$ bpaft. 
By fetal love his manly fcnfcs loft." 

Hook's 4vi0^. 

But fhall I communicate to you an ide^ 
that has ftruck me ? I believe the very learned 
author of the fefle6tions, does not think pre- 
cifely as be writes. I fuppofe him to be 
rather a man of pleafantry, who, in order to 
amufe himfelf, tries to foment a poetical 
quarrel between Signor Zeno and nje, for 
4 the 
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the diverfion of being himfelf a ipe6lator of 
our comedy. The parallel, which is the 
fecond, but principal part of his letter, is 
manifeftly written with that intention. 

But in this particular, I do not find my- 
felf at all dilpofed to gratify him, I feel the 
greateft efteem and refpedl for the worthy 
Signor Zeno ; and I know that he returns 
my regard with equal friendfhip. Therefore 
affure every one who Ipeaks to you on the 
fubjed, that I fay no lefs myfelf of our dear 
Apoftolo, than the author of thefe confide- 
rations has written of him ; and that, proud 
i3f having been thought a fit fiibjeft of fuch 
g parallel, I moft readily join on his fide, 

I know not whence the report that my 
Oratorio of Gioasj was in imminent danger 
of fiippreffion, could have arifen. It was 
re-printed at Rome, and no one ever wrote 
me word, that there was any thing in it 
that gave offence ; nor can I conceive what 
it could be, unlefs fome paffage had been tor- 
tured with malignity, into a fenfe that was 
never intended by the writer : and in that 
cafe the Evangelifts themfelves are not fafe 
from herefy, I fee not the leaft foundation 
for this report ; and therefore cannot dif- 
coyer why you ihould hefitate inferting in 

L 4 your 
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your edition of my works, one of the leaft 
imperfeft of my labours. 

I never wrote a fatire in my life, nor 
ever will write one. I deteft this kind of 
compofition, and am fo ill furnifhed with 
the requifite bile and malice for luch pro- 
duftions, that if I attempted them, they 
would never be read. You may therefore 
fafely fay, that whoever afcribes any fiich 
writings to me, is guilty of an atrocious 
falfehood. 

In other relpeSs, my ftyle has its peculiar 
charader, and intelligent readers will not 
be eafily deceived. 

If you have a mind to give my opinion of 
the reflexions on Demofoonte^ which you 
have fent me, you may do it freely ; but 
there will be an end of our friendihip, if 
this letter, or a copy of it, fhould ever be 
publifhed in any manner whatever. 

I know not what I have written in this 
hafty manner ; and I have other cogent rea- 
fons for not wilhing to know. 

I beg to have the original, or a copy, of 
this letter returned, as I have no time for 
tranfcription. 

Vienna, July 253, 1734. 



* 4 



Our 



( 153 ) 

OurLaureat'semployments at the Imperial 
Court, for the Carnival of 1734, are record- 
ed in his familiar letters to an intimate friend 
at Rome, who had fent him an account of 
the theatrical preparations in that city, for 
(he fame CarnivaL 



LETTER VII. 

TO SIGNOR GIUSEPPE PERONI. 

In fpite of the very moderate preparations 
for the performance of my two Operas at 
Rome, the mere mention of our theatres, 
brings inftantly to view our wafpifli and 
bufy little Abate^ the contention of fingers, 
the ardor of faftion, the variety of opinions, 
and the univcrfal buftle of the feafon. It 
makes me as reftlefs as a Barbary-horfe, juft 
going to ftart. And if public circumftanccs 
could give way to private, I fhould certainly 
have obtained permiffion this year to have 
breathed for a fhort time paternal air, and 
to wafli off in the Tyber, the ruft and im- 
purities with which I am infenfibly covered 
by the conftant fmoke of thefe ftoves ; but 
^s that happinefs is at prefent impoffible, I 
3 muft 
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jmuft accommodate myfdf to the world, fincc 
the world will not accommodate itfelf to me. 
Yon are fufficiently ufed to theatrical con- 
flifls to remain a quiet Ipedator on fiich oc- 
cafions. But I fliould wifh that Bulgarini, 
would keep away, left his zeal (hould in- 
volve him in fome difagreeable fituation, in 
cafe my Operas fhould be unfortunate. But 
k propos to Roman news, I have received 
none by the laft poft, either from him or my 
brother ; and am unable to account for the 
failure. It certainly is not the fault of the 
poft, as I have had other letters from Rome, 
JCnowing how conftantly I inform them by 
every poft of the ftate of my health, their 
want of pun6hiality is the more ftrange, as 
their trouble, by my own confent, is alter- 
nate, and confequently lef? than mine, who 
am alone. Remember, when you meet, to 
give them ^ fraternal remonftrance in my 

Vienna, Jan. 8, 1734, 



LET. 
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LETTER VIIL 

TO THE SAIVJE, 

Notwithstanding the extreme late ar-* 
rival of the ppft, which allows me no tiine 
for anfwering, 1 fhall, at leaft, by its return, 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter. 
You have m^de me laugh at the minute de- 
fcription of pur Brunette, and I fancied my-r 
felf prefentt 

I thank you for the circumftantial account 
which you have fent me, of the rehearfal of 
the Olimpiade^ and you will afford me equal 
pleaiAire by informing me truly of its recep- 
(iorif what ever it may be. 

Yefterday, I faw the Nina Caldara, fair 
as a jonquille, but not quite fb frefli. She, 
fis well as her moft corpulent Ipoufe, fend 

you falutatipn for falutation. 

Vienna, Jan. 22, J734« 



LETTER IX, 

TO THE SAME. 

At length I have time to write you a few 
lines. 1 have been fo bufy, during the Car- 
nival, as not to have a moment which I 
could call my own. Befides my ufual oc- 
c^pations, I have been obliged, in the great- 
eft 
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eft hafte, to write an entertainment, which 
their Moft Serene Highnefles the Arch- 
dutchefles have performed in mufic ; and to 
inftruft, dire6t, and affift them, which has 
folely abforbed all my time. 

But in truth, it is a pleafure which no 
other can equal, to have fuch an opportu- 
nity of feeing and admiring the excellent 
qualities of thefe auguft Princelfes. I Ihould 
not elfe have believed it poliible to meet with 
fuch attention, docility, patience, and gra- 
titude. Oh, how many people, of the fix- 
teenth rank, have I known, who were not 
pofTefled of the thoufandth part of the cour- 
tefy of thefe incomparable perfonages ! They 
have a6led and fung like angels, and it was 
truly facrilege, that the whole world was not 
permitted to admire them ; for the feftival 
was extremely private, as none but the Vi- 
enna ladies of the higheft rank, were able 
to obtain admiffion, and even thefe were in 
mafks. As a return for inftrufting their 
Serene Highnefles, I was prefented with a 
gold fnufF-box, of about fourfcore Hungheri 
(near 40I.} in weight, but the workmanfhip 
is of much more value ffj. , , 

(f) This little dramatic poem was called Le Grazie 
VendkatCy fct by Caldara, and performed by the two Arch- 

dutchefles. 
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I have given you this account, from well 
knowing how much you intereft yourfelf in 
what ever concerns me. 
' My pleafure in the fuccefs of Demofoonte 
at Rome, would have been more perfeft, if 
it had not been imbittered by the difgrace 
of poor Ciampi(^g\ who, however, confider- 
ing how much I'entences of this kind depend 
upon fortune, (hould be no more afflifted at 
the ill fiiccefs of his mulic, than I ought to 
be vain of the favourable reception of my 
poem. ' ^Theatrical matters are fubjeft to fo 
many accidents, that it would be an un- 
pardonable temerity to pretend to guard 

againft them all. 

: - Vienna, Feb. ?t6, 1734- 



LETTER X. 

TO THE SAME. 

. The pleafure which you manifeft at the 
great fuccefa. of my Demofoonte, pleafes 
TOe no left: than the circumftance itfelf. I 
fee clearly that you exult as fmcerely as if 

yiitchcflwj Maria Terefa, afterwards Emprcfs Queen, and 
her fitter Marianna, with another Lady of the. Court. 

{g) This was not the Ciampi who came to England in 
1748, but a more correft and mafterly compofer. See 
Hifi. Muf. vol. iv. p. 538. 
• • it 
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The pieces written for the celebration of 
the birth-days of the Emperor and Emprefs, 
were a fpecies of birth-day odes, but always 
in a dramatic form, in which the praife was 
delicately difguifed, in a fable or allegory. 

Our author was flill in correlpondencc 
with the printer Betinelli, who had been fb 
fuccefsful in publifhing his works, that he 
became importunate in his folicitations for 
every new produdlion that came from his 
pen. And hearing of a new opera for the 
Emperor's birth-day this year, he preffed 
him for a copy, to add to his other works 
that were printed at Venice. To this laft 
requeft Metaftafio wt-ote the following an- 
fwer. 



LETTER XI. 

TO SIGNOR RETINILLI. 

Though I am convinced that you do me 
great honour, whenever you are pleafed to 
alk for any of my compofitions, yet (6 nu- 
merous are the folicitations which I receive, 
on every occafion of a new produ6lion, that 
being wholly unable to fatisfy them all, I 
find it moft expedient to comply with none. 
As it is lels inconvenient to be at my eafe 

and 
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and gain n6 friends, than to make enemies 
by trouble ^nd fatigue. My dear Betinelli 
is fo reafonable^ that, he will not, I hope, 
difpute the redlitude, or at leaft, the conve- 
nience, of my fentence ; and, confequently, 
will not think I a6l injudicioufly, if I do not 
furnifh him with the drama he defires. 

Of the pieces which I have written this 
year, none will be publifhed fo foon as we 
thought. That which I have juft finiflied, 
will not be aded before St. Charles's day 
(the 4th of Nov.) as the court is lately gone 
into mourning for the Prince of Beverrij 
coufin to the prefent Empi;efs; fo that I 
can lay nothing pofitive on the fubye6l. 

Vienna, 0£l. i, 1735. 

The opera to which he alludes, was The- 
mijioclesj which, though fet by Caldara, and 
ready for reprefentation, was not exhibited 
till the Carnival of 1736. But while this 
was performing, Metaftafio had another talk 
affigi^ed him, the difficulties of which he 
frequtently related to his friends, many years 
after. , ' 

In writing to Betinelli during this time, he 
fays: " I fend to you, my ever obliging 
friend, a copy of the opera (Acbilk in Sciro) 

VOL. I. M whici) 
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which I have been obliged to write for tbe 
nuptials of her raoft ferene Highnefs, the 
Archdutchefs Tcrefa, in eighteen days and a 
half. Tliree months, which I ufed to allow 
myfelf for writing an opera, were never 
fufficient to finilh it to my mind ; imagine 
whether it was poflible to latisfy myfelf 
with this." 

To his friend Perroni, he , fends a more 
minute account of this precipitate dram^. 

^* I Ihall not give you a detail of the cc* 
lebration of the auguft nuptials here, lately,, 
as they are defcribed in all the letters and 
news-papers of the time. I fhaU only fay^ 
that I never was fo embarrafled in my lifc^ 
as on this occalion. I was commanded to 
write an opera in eighteen days and a half: 
a fliort fpace of time indeed ; for I never al- 
lowed myfelf lefs than three months for the 
fame kind of work; and I iiiJl tremble at 
the talk, even though it is performed; how-^ 
ever, it has aniwered the purpofe ; and my 
moft auguft Mafter, as well as the new mar- 
ried couple, and all the court, allowing perhaps 
for the ri(k I ran by fuch precipitation, have 
(hewn as much fivour to this fpecies of 
abortion, as if it had been a regular births 
His Serene Ilighnefs the Duke of Lorrain^ 

in 
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in teftimony of approbation, has prefented 
mc with a ring, formed of one brilliant, 
worth four or five hundred Ungheriy accord- 
ing to the opinion of the learned in inch 
matters. This is a great mark of diftinc- 
tion, not only as it exceeds my merit, but 
becaufc none of my predeceffors ever re- 
ceived any particular gratification on fimilar 
occafions (r). 

The admirable opera of Ciro RiconofcoutQ^ 
was a produftion of this period, and likewife 
iet by Caldara. 

It feems as if 1737 had been a fabatical 
year, for our author and his mufe; for none 
of his poetical works bear that date, nor do 
any of his letters, of that period, appear in 
the collection. 

In 1738 he produced La pacefra la Virtu, 
e la Belkzzay a theatrical piece of one aft, 
fet by Prediere^ for the name-day of the 
Archdutchefs Maria Terefa, afterwards Em- 
prefs Queen ; and // Parnafo accufato, e du 
Jefo, which was fet by Reutter^ and per- 
formed by the two Archdutchefles. Thefe 

{%) The Poet related to the author of thefe memoirs, 
at Vienna, in 1772, bis diftrefs, and the manner in which 
be extricated himfelf on this occafion. See Preftnt Stati 
$f Mufic in Germany y &c vol. i. Art Vienna. 

M 2 and 
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and many other occafional dramas, though 
elegantly written, have not been of that ge- 
neral ufe in other parts of Europe, which 
fell to the lot of moft of his operas, for want 
of more length and charaders. The fame 
of our author having, however, by this 
time^ been extended to every part of the 
globe, where the Italian language and poetry 
were underftood, could not fail penetrating 
to the city of Affiji ; the birth-place of his 
father* And we find among the letters of 
Mctaflafio, written this year, the two fol- 
lowingi which will explain themfelves. 



LETTER XII. 

TO THE MAGISTRATES OF ASSISI. 

I SHALL not undertake to exprefs to you, 
my illuftrious countrymen (>J), the ejffc6l 
which your moft flattering letter has had on 
my heart, in which you have been pleafed 
to inform me that I have been admitted to the 

(i) Metaftafio, though born at Rome, calls the inha- 
bitants of Affifi his countrymen ; not only, perhaps, from 
its being the birth-place of his anceftors, but likewife, \ 
city belonging to the Roman Sute, 

rank 
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rank of nobility among your citizens. The 
intrinfic value of fo precious a gift, the un- 
folicited liberality with which it has been 
beftowed, the public /attention in notifying 
it, the aflurance of my being unanimoufly 
honoHred with your approbation, are fuch 
motives of fatisfaftion, gratitude, fenfibility^ 
and, let me add, of Ihame for my unwbrr 
thinefs, as h^ve impre/Ted me with emotions 
that are utterly out of my power to defcribe. 
Would to heaven my merjt may ever be 
fuch as fliall fufficiently apologife to poftcr 
rity for your partiality ! It will, at leaft, 
be an honourable and powerful ftipnulus tb 
that deiire of fame, which I have hitherto 
cherifhed ; and render me doubly arnbitious, 
that the memory of my gratitude may not 
be extinguifhed, even with my life. 

Vienna, Noy. a2> I73§f 



LETTER XIII. 

TO SIG, ANGELINI DI ASSISI. 

The aggregation among the noble citir 
zens of Affifi, which was conferred on mc 
the 15 th of Odober laft, has ovierpowed me 
lyith confuiion, at fo unexpeded and irti- 

M 3 portant 
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p6rtant an honour ; to which my ambition, 
having no foundation in hope, had never 
fofFered me to afpire. The obliging ca- 
gernels and zeal with which you have been 
pleafed to congratulate me on this occafion, 
lufficiently manifeft the adive part yot! have 
had in procuring^ me this moft valuable ac- 
quifition. I beg you will explain to all 
thofe moft worthy counfellors, beginning 
with yourfelf, and to all who have approved 
of the meafore, what a high fefnfe I have of 
the honour that has been done me. Defcribe 
to them, in the moft refpe<ftful expreflions, 
my grateful fenfe of their condefcenfion, 
and affure them, feverally, that no lels jea- 
lous than proud of fo great a diftin6lion, it 
will always be my ambition not to diigrace 
fo illuftrious a body, to whom I have al- 
ready forwarded my public acknowledg- 
ments. I entreat you, Sir, to continue to 
me your moft valued friendfliip and patron- 
age, and to afford toe frequent occaiions of 
manifefting with what regard and efteem I 
have the honour to be, &c. 

Vienna, Nov. 28, 1738. 



It does not appear that our author pro- 
duced any other drama in 1739, ^^^^ ^f" 

trea 
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trea Placataj of one aA only, fet by Prcdierc, 
for the Emprcfs Elizabeth's, birth-day. He 
did not, however, (lifFer his mufc to re- 
main idle : as it appears by his pofthumoiis 
works, that he tranflated the HL fatire of 
JuvenaL Boileau did the fame in 1660, 
and Dr, Johnfon iu 17 38. 

** Three Poets in three diftsmt regions bom, 
** France, Italy, and England did adorn*" 

Metaftafio, like our Dryden, tranflated 
clofely; pointing, like the original author, 
all the fatire againft the city of Rome ; but 
Boileau applied it to Paris ; and Johnfon to 
London. Mctaftafio, the fame year, tranf- 
lated the VL fatire of Horace ; not in verfi 
fcioltip or blank verfe, which he had made 
yfe of for Juvenal ; but in Terza Rima^ the 
meafiire of Dante. 

Few of his letters of this year are pre- 
ferved, except that to his father, which has 
been already inferted, and one to Betinelli^ 
of no great confequence* 

In 1740, however, he was lefs in* 
aftive, or his dramatic mufc more propi- 
tious. For befides the opera of Zenobia^ 
which was fet by Caldara 5 and the pratorio 
of Ifacco^ by Prediere, he wrote // tiatal di 

M 4 Giove^ 
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Giove^ a drama of one ad, fet by Bonno (/), 
and a canzonet for a dance of Ruftics, 
which was performed in the Imperial court, 
to mufic of Bonno, the laft Sunday in the 
Carnival of this year, by their Royal High- 
neffes the two Archdutchefles of Auftria, 
Mary Terefa, and Marianne, and the lad- 
dies of their court. He likewife wrote, this 
year, the opera oi Attilio Regolo for the birth- 
day of the Emperor Charles VI. ; but that 
Prince dying before it had been reprefented, 
it wa^ laid afide, and not performed, till 
'^IS^^ when it was fet by Hafle, for the 
court of Drefden. 

Our author laments the the death of his 
Imperial Pa:tron, with great fenfibility, in 



LETTER XIV- 

TO A FRIEND. 

Yesterday, at half an hour paft one 
o'clock, my moft Auguft Mafter, Charles 
VI. breathed his laft. I need fay no more, 
to convince you of my extreme affliftion. 

Q) Of this compofer wc Ihall have further occafion tp 
(peak hereafter. 

The 



( i69 ) 

The laft days of his precious life have made 
us know the weight of our misfortune, as 
there was not a moment in which he did 
not give teftimonies of his piety, fortitude, 
and afFcftion, for his people. He fulfilled 
to the laft moment, the part of a Prince and 
a, Hero. My te^rs, which have never been 
more juftly fhed, prevent me from length* 
ening this letter. I am fo oppreffed with 
the view of this public calamity, that, as 
yet, I am unable to examine the circum- 
ftances of my own. His illnefs, which was 
an inflamation in his ftomach, but ill un- 
derftood by his phyficians, lafted feven days 
and fome hours. I beg of you to implore 
the Supreme Being to grant me that firm- 
nefs, which, at prefent, I fo deplorably 
want (m). 

Before this event happened, Metaftafio 
wrote to Betinelli in a more gay humour. 

(m) There is no date to this letter: it may therefore be 
neceffary to remind the reader, that the Emperor Charles 
VI. father of the late Emprefs Queen, was born in 1685, 
declared King of Spain by his father in 1703, crowned 
^peror of Gennasiy 171 1, and died in O^ber, 1740. 
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LETTER XV. 

You forget me, my dear Bettinelli; and 
I, in revenge, am determined to remember 
yon. In my laft letter, I lent you a finall 
bill of exchange, defiring you to give me 
advice of its fafe arrival, . and to tell mc 
whether the printing the works of Guarini 
gpes on, as I am a fubfcriber. But you 
Lave done neither oae nor the other ; and 
yet I fend you my Ifaac^ which was fiing 
laft Tuefday in the Imperial Chapel. I 
tope to difturb your fleep, and to deferve to 
be favoured, in retiu'n, with your com- 
mands* Vienna, April 15, 1749^ 

But in the beginning of the next year, ha 
wrote to him in a very different difpofition. 



LETTER XVL 

Your pathetic and obliging letter, my 
dear Betinelli, is an ingenious reproach for 
my filcncc I confefs to you, that unlefs 
driven to it ty neceffity, it is with great 
difficulty that I can bring myfelf to ufe the 
pen. An employment which, though ufeful 
.» im 
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in civil life, I can follow at prefent to little 
purpofe. There was no myftery in my fi* 
lence. My melancholy inaftion has de- 
prived me of the means of fending you, as 
ufual, my new produftions. The lofs of 
my Patron has made me almoft forget my- 
felf, as well as others. The completion of 
the new edition of Greek and Roman Claf^ 
lies, has broke the only thread by which our 
correipondence was held together ; and yet 
you wonder that I have ceafed to write? 
However, I thank you for complaining, 
which I regard as a teftimony of youf 
friendfliip ; and I affure you, that I am not 
in the leaft changed with refped to my 
efteem for you ; and I promife to give you 
proofs of it, whenever opportunity offers. In 
order that this letter may not be wholly 
without fome little matter of bufmefs, I beg 
that you will fend me, by the firft opportu- 
nity, a copy of the additions to my works 
which you have printed; in' which are con- 
tained AJirea, Placata^ and // Sogno di Scipi^ 
one. At the fame timfe, inform me of the 
price, and believe me to be invariably 
yours. Vienna, March i8, 17 41. 

END OF THE F0U*TH SECTION* 
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SECTION V. 

X HE deceafe of Metaftafio's Imperial Pa- 
tron Charles VI. which was occalioned by 
the poifon, or indigeflion, of mufhrooms, at 
the age of fifty-five, proved a calamity to all 
Europe, by the general war which imme- 
diately followed. This Prince, the fifth fon 
of the Emperor I^eopold, had fucceeded his 
brother, the Emperor Jofeph, in 1 7 1 1 ; .and 
dying without male ilTue, his eldeft daughter, 
Maria Terefa, fucceeded him, as Queen of 
Hungary and Bohemia -, but her confort, the 
Duke of I^orrain, and afterwards, Grand 
Duke of Tufcany, was at this time an un- 
fuccefsful candidate for the Empire, which 
was obtained by the French arms and in- 
trigues, for the Duke of Bavaria, by the 
name of Charles VIL His predeceffor had 
not been dead two months, before the King 
of Pruflia invaded Silefia. In January 1741, 
Charles VII. was eleded Emperor. At 
the fame time, the Queen of Hungary was 
obliged to quit Vienna, which was threat- 
ened with a fiege, and throw herfelf into the 

arms 
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arms of her hereditary fubje6ls at Prefburg* 
This war continuing in Germany, and the 
reft of Europe, with various fuccefs, till the 
peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, afforded the Royal 
Miftrefs of Metaftafio and her court, little 
opportunity, or appetite, for being amufed by 
the peaceful arts of poetry and muficl 

Upon the death of the Emperor Charles 
VII. after a moft turbulent and unhappy 
reign of four years, her Confbrt the Grand 
Duke of Tufcany, was eleded Emperor, 
in 1745, by the title of Francis the Firft; 
but the war ftill continuing, the Imperial 
Laureate was feldom called upon to exercifc 
his talents. 

The only proof remaining of his com- 
merce with the Mufes in 1 741, is UAmor 
Prigioniero^ 3, little drama fet by Reutter, for 
a private performance at court, coniifting 
only of two charafters, and one fcene. For 
the year 1742, there is a total blank. And 
in 1 743, he feems only to have produced // 
vero omaggioj a ihort poetical dialogue fet to 
mufic by Bonno, and fung on the birth-day 
of the Arch-duke Jofeph, the late , Em- 
peror. 

However, fortune became now fomewhat 

lefs advecfe to the Auftrians, than the two 

3 ' preceding 



( 174 ) 

ceding years, and according to Metaftafio^s 
Vienna was not without its amufements 
during the Carnival. 



LETTER I. 

TO THE MARQUIS CHARLES CAVALLI, 
di RAVENNA. 

How can I fufEciently thank you^ my 
dear Marquis, for the matchlefs kindnefg 
with which you have been pleafed to honour 
nie, in a teftimony of your remembrance, 
fo unexpefted, yet ardently defired? Indeed 
.there was occafion for a medicine no lefs 
efficacious, to alleviate my affliftion at the 
diftance between us. I am extremely pleafed 
to hear that you have found in Ravenna fuch 
a confiderable number of true lovers of lite^ 
rature. The commerce with fuch people, 
muft furnifli you with agreeable amufe- 
ment ; and your cultivated and happy talents 
will be in no want of a ftimulus or a 

theatre. 

Here every one is immerfed in the ploa* 
fures of the Carnival. The Plays, Gs^mes, 
Balls, Ridottos, and Maquerades, are innu- 
merable ; and though, from my natural dif- 

pofitipn, 
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pofition, lituation, and circumftances, I am 
unable to partake of them, I neverthelefs 
rejoice in the joy of others. Divert yourfelf 
in our charming Italy, and in fome intervals 
of your happinefs, remember that I am with 
the moft fmcere and refpedfal efteem, &c. 

Vienna, Jan. 5, 1743. 



In 1744, we find two Operas, and one 
little Drama of his writing, but very few- 
letters. The Operas were Ipermestra, 
written by command, and fet by Hafle, for 
Vienna (»), and Antigono, written for the 
Court of Drefden, and likewife fet by Hafle. 
It is the only drama which he feems to have 
produced for any other theatre than that of 
Vienna, fince his appointment to the Im- 
perial Laureatfhip. Ipermejlra was fet the 
fame year by Bertoni for Venice, at a very 
early period of his life. The beautifixl little 
Drama, entitled La Danza^ confifting only 
of one fcene, fet by Bonno, was performed 

(«) The Poet himfelf told me, that Ipermestra was 
written upon very fhort notice, to be performed, at firft, 
in pvivate, at Court, by great Perfonages ; but, it was foon 
after publicly reprefented by profefled Muficians, in cele- 
bration of the Nuptials of an Archdutchefs, with Prince 
Charles of Lorrain. See above, p. 115. and Gtrm. Tour. 
Art. Vienna, 

I by 
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by a gentleman and lady, of the' Court of 
Vienna. Two letters to his father, and one 
to the Abate Pafquini, at that time the 
Italian dramatic Poet in the fervice of the 
Court of Drefdcn, are all the letters of this 
year that have been preferved. 

The Abate Pafquini, had been recom- 
mended to the Court of Drefden, by Meta- 
ftafio ; who appears, by the letters, which he 
addreffed to this Poet, to have intercfted 
himfelf much in his fuccefs. The cor- 
refpondence continued to the time of Paf- 
quini's death, in 1763. The following is 
the firft letter to him, that has been pre- 
ferved. 



LETTER. 11. 

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI, in DRESDEN. 

And is the tender confcience of my dear 
Abate Pafquini, at length touched! If this 
had happened towards Eafter, I (hould have 
had a penitential fermon, to have thanked 
you for ; but arriving in all the fervor and 
gaiety of the Carnival, it is truly an exquifite 
morfel, fo much the more delicious, as it 
was wholly unexpe6led. But to have done 

with 
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With my fooleries, I beg of you, ferioufly, 
not to imagine that I was fo unreafonable, as 
to think our friendfhip afFeded, in the leaft, 
by your long and obftinate filence. I know 
your hurry and impetuofity, and have a 
thoufand times forgot the tempeft of my 
own affairs, in thinking of thofe in which my 
friend was involved. But your prefent tran- 
quillity may compenfate for all your former 
agitation. It affords me the moft heart-felt 
pleafiire, and I fincerely affure you, that 
few events could happen which could give 
me equal delight. Your zealous afliftance 
to my poor Antigono^ has infinitely more 
obliged than fiirprifed me. I expefted no 
lefs from the goodnefs of your heart, the 
probity of which I am proud of having al- 
ways had difcernment liifficient to difl:in- 
guifti, through thofe little vapours from the 
trembling fountain, which have fometimes 
made you doubt of my friendfhip. When 
you begin again to touch the Lyre, I beg 
you will not forget me. But you muft not 
think me fuch a precious coxcomb, as to ac- 
cept the poetical fupremacy to which your 
friendfhip would wifh to elc6l me. 

It is your generofity that has made mc 
the hero of one of your difcourfes, of which 

VOL. I. N the 
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the fruit is common to both ; and I know 
better than you, that your happy talents are 
equal to any flight, if not repreffed from 
time to time, by the little! confidence you 
have in your own powers: | an infirmity, 
however, for which I vainly feek a remedy 
myfelf. 

Oh, how much I envy you the company 
of Signor HafTe, and Signora Fauilina, his 
confort ! they are truly an exquifite couple; 
embrace them both for me, and allure them, 
that they cannot beftow on me a more ten- 
der aflfedion, than that which I have con- 
ceived jffor them. But in executing this 
commiffion, do not forget how much I love, 
eftecm, and fincerely wilh to ferve you. 

Viema, Feb. 15, 1744, 
^ — - -1 iian • ■ 

Our author's pioetical produftions in i 746, 
confift only of his tWo beautiful Canzorietfg^ 

tA PARTfeNZA, and tA PALlNObiA A NICE, 

thirteen years after h^' had fo pioufly and 
elegantly thanked the gods for difcovering 
to him h6r infidelities, iii his Grazie agT 
inganni tudi. 

No letter of 1745, or of 1746, feems to 
have been preferved, except the following. 

LET- 
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LETTER III. 

TO SIGNQR FILJPPONI, SECRETARY OF 
THE UNIVESITY OF TURIN. 

Nothing lefe than the powerful efficacy 
of my moft rcfpc6led friend, the Marquis of 
Ormea, was neceflkry to obtain for me an 
excellent and long wifKcd-for letter from the 
ungrateful, forgetful, inhuman, and yet, 
notwithftanding all that, the moft amiable 
Signor Filipponi. I have negledled no occa- 
fion of iftminding him of our friendfhip ; 
I even had recourfe to the friars^ in order 
tp procure a reciprocal return; but all in 
vain. I muft confefs, that, fbmetimes, 
traniported by mingled anger and affedibn, 
I have hardly been able to refrain from 
breaking with him» and calling him by the 
injurious names of Anthropophagus, Tro- 
glodite, Leftrigon^ and Pandour. Nor do 
I kxiQW to what excels I fhould at length 
have been traniported, if your letter had not 
opportunely arrived, tp appeafe my irrafci'* 
bility. 

But it has hot only appeafed, it has awaken- 
ed in my minc^ a croud of delightful mer 

N 2 mentos 
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mcntos of laughable adventures, at fchool, 
in our walks, chats, difputes, and feftivities ; 
the Vomera^ chiaja, Giulia Street^ Porto del 
fopoloy and innumerable other places. It 
has penetrated the moft hidden, and feeling 
parts of my heart, and rekindled the very 
ancient flame of tender friendfliip. But as 
there is no fweet, in this life, unmixed with 
bitter, fo the unfamiliar and formal ftyle 
with which you addrefs me, in'the third per- 
Ibn, as if the dignity of fecretary of a royal 
univerfity, or of Imperial Laureate, could 
prevail over that of friendfliip, has deprived 
me of no fmall portion of the plealfire which 
your letter would otherwife have given me. 
I hope you fincerely repent of this at your 
heart, and have made a vow never again to 
be guilty of fuch facrilege ; and taking this 
for granted, for this once I forgive you. 

I have no doubt of the intereft which you 
take in the honourable circumftances of for- 
tune, to which, according to my moderate 
expeftations, I have found no difficulty in 
limiting my defires ; and am*grateful for it, 
as well as for the reputation to which the 
number of my friends has more contributed, 
than the weight of my merit. And affure 
yourfelf, that I am equally delighted with 

th9 
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the juftice that has been rendered to you^ 
by fo enlightened, glorious, and univerfally 
admired a Prince, as the fo^ereign into 
whofe lervice you have be^n received. A fate 
the more enviable, as everyday convinces 
us more and more, that Prophets are feldom 
honoured in their own country. 
^ It is moft certain, that I ardently wifli to 
make an excurfion to Turin, when the 
public tranquillity for which we fb much 
iigh, and my moft auguft Princes, will per- 
mit ; chiefly to have it to boaft, that I have 
feen and venerated a Monarch, who by the 
unanimous confent of all Europe, has com- 
bined the qualities of King, Soldier, Citizen, 
and Father; and I Ihall certainly do it 
fometime or other, and avail myfelf of your 
moft obliging offers, of which I have a due 
fenfe, as well as of thofe of our moft worthy 
Marquis of Ormea, to whom. J hold myfelf 
previoully engaged. Befides the qualities of 
heart and mind, in which nature has been 
prodigal to this noble friend, and the many 
others for wjiich he is indebted to education 
and experience, there are' public titles which, 
have no lefs claims to my refpeft and affec- 
tion, than to the univerfal efteem and love 
;^hich he has acquired in this Court. It i^ 

N 3 impoflible 
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impoflible for me to explain £11 the private 

obligations for which he is intitled to m^ 

reverence and gratitude. Hence I hope 

you will not exad from me a compliance^ 

which would render me lefs worthy of your 

friendfhip. 

But my letter is already df a length fuffi- 

cierit to punifti you for your long filence : I 

begin to have compaffion upon you ; and fo> 

not to wear you out entirely, as, on account 

of your being a married man it might preju- 

dice a third perfon, I embrace you tenderly; 

and bieg of you to preferve your health for 

my fake, and to believe me invariably 

yours. 

Vienna, March 5, 1746. 



This correfpondence continued, with great 
afFedion till 1775. 

In 1 747, 'were written the three follow* 
ing letters. 

LETTER IV. 

TO SIGNOR FILIEPONI. 

It is fometime fmce I began to make ufe 
of the recipe which you were fb kind as to 

commu- 
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communicate to me in yoflr letter 6f the 
2ift of January; though, hitherto, with 
little fuccefs. I have therefore difconti- 
nued taking it for afhort time, to avoid be- 
ing thought capricious, obftinate, and a dif- 
grace to the whole venerable faculty of me* 
dicine, .as well as to myfelf. Hence the 
prefcription furnilhes me with more grati- 
tude than hope. If you fh^uld have a fmall 
portion of patience to fpare, pray communi- 
cate it to me, as that is the fble pharmacy I 
want to enable me to iupport expectation 
from time, which is fo alert an enemy, and 
fo flow a benefador. 

You exult at our fituation in Italy, and 
I perhaps from an hypocondriac habit, can 
neither think of it with joy nor tranquillity. 
I fee no caufe for triumph at Genoa nor on 
the Var. Neither am I convinced that we 
have nothing to fear in Provence and Na- 
ples ; I kjjiow not what we can hope from 
maritime affiftance ; nor do I know what 
,to wiih,as tothe limitations or extenlion of our 
enterprife. In Ihort, I know fo little, that 
in this abyfs of ignorance, I have refolved 
•to be carried down into the hold of this moft 
•agitated bark, of which I am on board; and 
when the ftorm is over, if it^fliould pleafe 

N 4 God 
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God to put an end to it during my life, I (hall 
raifc my head, and cry out, where are we ? 

1 thank you for the partial judgment 
which you have paffed on my AntigonOj and 
Ipermejira. I was obliged to write the latter 
in eighteen days, by a royal command ; fb 
that I had hardly time fufficient allowed me 
for tranfcribing it. As to the cantata, which 
begins with GiuJiiDei Che far a^ it has no other 
meaning, than the words naturally imply, on 
firft reading : which fay ; that the praifes of 
our Auguft Princefs are too great a flibjeft 
for me ; that having been too daring in at- 
tempting it, heaven has puniflied my pre- 
fumption, by rendering my lyre diibbedient 
to my will, and that I fee my error and fiie 
for pardon. I ihould be glad to know what 
thefe words could poffibly mean, if not this. 
But what a difficult talk it is to compofe 
verfes many times every year on a Princefs, 
who, though fhe merits fuch high praife, 
will not hear it ? 

I fliall receive, with the utraoil: pleafure, 
at your convenience, the two tragedies which 
you fay you have written ; and have no 
doubt of their merit, from the long com- 
'.merce which you have conftantly had with 
the mufes and their favourites. 

- I beg 
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I beg my refpefts to your furfeited prieftefs, 
to whom I fend my wiflies in blank, fincc 
my former were fo unfuccefsful. ' Your 
moft worthy count Canale thanks and la- 
lutes you ; and, embracing you tenderly, I 

am as ufuaL 

Vienna, Feb. i8, 1747, 



LETTER V. 

TO THE SAMfe. 

I CONGRATULATE you, in the firft place^ 
on the magnificent and couragious fenti- 
ments, with which your moft agreeable 
letter of the 1 8th of March is filled, I ad- 
mire your fovereign contempt of the enemy; 
your paternal confidence in our allies enchants 
mc; your high refpeftfor our forces and coun- 
cils gives me confolation ; and, in fhort, I 
envy and admire th^t firm and intrepid tran- 
quillity of mind, which I did not think fub- 
lifted on earth ; but which I find refides thus 
undifturbed in the ferene breaft of my dear 
Filipponi. May God increafe and fortify 
thefe gifts, and grant fome little portion of 
their influence to my feeble and diminutive 

foul. 
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foul, which, remembering the paft, and diC- 
iatisfied with the prefeut, is unable to ima- 
gine any thing good for the future. To our 
Marquis Ormea, bold.a;nd animated thoughts 
of right belong ; they are the patrimopy of 
his miUtary profeffion, which he exerciJfes 
with fo much honour ; but to me, born and 
bred, in a manner under the petticoats of 
the poor pufilanimous mufes, who are in- 
deed no better than little weak women, 
doubts are more natural; and fome, who 
only examine the outfide of things, call this 
prudence, while others tierm it timidity. 

The Marquis of Ormea and Count Brown, 
SLS well as yourfejf, do the author of the lit* 
tie fable of the Ballerina too much honour, 
by your contempt. How is it poffible to 
-efcape the foolilh loquacity of impertinent 
.people ? Perhaps fome equivoque has given 
J)kth to this nonfenfq, without any evil in.- 
T^ention ; and to the ufual credulity and rage 
Jfor exaggeration and the wonderful, all the 
attention which the public has beftowed upqn 
dc .may he imputed. But whatever opinion 
•idbe^wodd^mayhave of it, pray let it circulate 
'iaipeace and quiet ; for when we arrive at a 
-jBcrtaia age^ the .wild ftories of our youthful 
4ngQWidoaQ^dif^ us^ though apocryphal. 
^ \ Ihave 
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I have juft received letters from Romfli 
and Naples, with interrogations concerning 
the romance of La Ballerina. And I begin 
myfelf to be curious to know whence this 
fable, without head or tail, or even the 
leaft foundation, could poflibly have its 
origin. 

Vienna, April 22, 1747, 



L E T T E R VJ, 

TO THE SAME. 

As it is impoffible to reconcile your cou- 
rage with my cowardice, concerning political 
prefages, I fhall follow the advice given in 
your laft, and freight my letters with other 
merchandize. Not, however, without fome 
inward malignity of felf-complacence, for 
having communicated to you a little of my 
own vice of defpondency, inftead of conr 
trailing, myfelf, fome tinfture of your forti- 
tude. At leaft (but I do not expedl you to 
confefs it) your being the firft to relinquilji 
your qpinion, does not flatter my vanity 9 
little. But let us not ^triumph in matters 
concerning which we flxouid be glad to he 
4 vanquifhed. 
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vanquifhcd. — My uittilio Regolo deeps ; and 

I cannot prevail on myfelf, in the prefent 

languid ftate of my health, to fet about 

making the fmall additions to the laft fcene, 

which are ftill wanting, without being forced 

to it. If my health is better next year, I 

(hall think 6f it. 

Vienna, June 14, 1747* 



LETTER VIL 

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI. 

If your letter of the 4th inftant had been 
delivered to me without date, without fig- 
nature, and written in a ftrange hand, I 
fhould ftill inftantly have recognized in it 
my dear Pafquini. That impetuofity, in- 
dignation, force of expreflion, and con- 
tempt, are unequivocal traits of charafter. 
And is-it poffible, after fo many years of 
public concubinage with the mufes, you 
(hould be furprifed to find, that it is the fate 
of all works of genius, to be expofed to ca- 
pricious cenfure, without examination ? Do 
you not know, that every one is proud of his 
cwHr fagacity, though obliged to confefs that 
be has no fcience ? 

Can 
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Can you forget what has been faid of 
Homer and Virgil ? Are the PamphiU and 
Maevii of Horace out .of your memory ? Does 
not what happened in the Roman theatre, 
to Laelius and Scipioy confole you ? Does 
the abufe of TaiTo, by the barbers of Flo- 
rence, appear trifling to you ? Have not you 
afferted to me a thoufand times, notwith- 
ftanding all I could fay to you, that on cer- 
tain occaiions you have exhaufted all your 
impatient friendfhip, in tranfports of true 
Pafquinian paffion in my defence ? What 
new ideas then have entered your head? 
Would you be the only one of all the poeti- 
cal family in whom there (hould be nocaufe 
for, ridicule ? That would be too proud. 
Do you wifli never to be the fubjedl of con- 
verfationi That would be too modeft, and 
but ill underftanding your own intereft. The 
correfpondence between authors and the pub- 
lic, is like that of lovers, among whom the 
moft fatal fymptom is not anger, but negleft. 
For my own part, after long experience, I 
have found no better method of treating 
critics, than to profit by their remarks^ jf good^ 
and laugh at them^ if bad: and always afpiring 
at perfeSliotij tq let the rejl rail till they are 
tired. 

1 do 
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I do liot mean to propofe myfelf as a mo* 
del, but the recipe has been fuccef&fuUy 
tried. Appeafe therefore thefe tumiJts, I 
entreat you : let the mind recover its trup 
tone, and let us fpeak of the Generofa Spar- 
tana. I am proud of the gift, no lefs for its 
own merit, than as a teftimony of your re- 
membrance. I have already twice perufed 
it with attention. And now, with your 
good leave, 1 fhall give you my fincere opi^ 
nion of it. 

I find the verfe round and* flowing ; the 
ftyle as oniate, and poetical, as belongs to 
dramatic compofition ; and the places very 
few in which the bow feems fomewhat re- 
laxed, and where I fhould have wiftied for 
more ftrength. But for this we have a paf- 
fage in Horace, ^erum opere hngofas eft obre^ 
perefomnum. There is a fufficient number 
of fine thoughts, and folid fentiments, with-^ 
out pedantry, no lefs acutely conceived, than 
luminoufly produced. The airs are all har- 
monious and happy. In Ihort, repeating 
what I have told you a thoufand times,. I do 
not find many at, prefent, who, in this poeti- 
cal faculty, pleafe me more than yourfelf. 
But, after long ufe, you are certainly not 
ignorant how faftidious a^d difficult I am 

become ; 
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become; hence it will not appear ftrange,' 
if I preferve my charafter with a friend who 
wiflies nie to be fincere, 

I therefore confcfs to you, freely, that I 
fhould have wilhed more defign throughout 
your opera. Or, to explain myfelf more 
clearly, that the principles and paffions you 
propofed to introduce, were better eftablifhed. 
The audience cannot intereft themfelves, as 
you would wifli, in the agitations of your 
perfonages, becaufe there is not fiifficient 
time allowed to render them either hateful 
or amiable. If the mind of a Ipeftator is 
removed from its ufual temperament and 
tranquillity, the intereft does, not continue 
long enough to be remembered in the next 
Icene : fb that it becomes torpid and unwill- 
ing to be pleafed,even to thatdcgereof naufea 
which fbon comes on for thofe very beauties, 
which, otherwife, might fiiccefsfully have 
folicited and feduced. And thofe who are 
not initiated in the myfteries of poetry, feel- 
ing themfelves tired, without knowing the 
caufe, frequently lay the blame on what is 
worthy of praife ; exaftly as a fick child un- 
able to point out the fuftering part whence 
its pain had its beginning, either miftakes one 
place for another, or complains of all alike. 

This 
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This is my opinion, yet not given as a 
law — but who will dare decide pofitively in 
thefe matters ? 

Defire the critics themfelves to nanie you 
a perfect Archetype. I know not how to 
fuggeft any one to you, except that of my 
friendfhip, of which I have given you no 
flight fpecimen, in the dangerous fincerity 
with which I have now ventured to write 
you my fentiments. 

Receive it kindly ; return it : love mc, 
and believe that I am, &c. 

Vienna, July 22, 1747. 



This letter may ferve as a fpecim.en of the 
urbanity, yet franknefs, with which he played 
the critic, in exaniining the works of his moft 
intimate friends. This correfpondence with: 
Pafquini, the Drefden Laureate, will be re- 
fumed, occafionally, in chronological order. 



END OF THE FIFTH SECTION. 
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SECTION VL 

W E are now ari'ived at a very interefting 
period in the correfpondence of Metaftafio, 
to the lovers of poetry and mufic, when a 
conftant literary intercourfe with the cele-^ 
brated Farinelli began, which continued 
to the end of both their lives. Farinelli's 
wonderful profeffional abilities have been fb 
amply celebrated lately, that nothing need 
be faid in- addition to former accounts (o). 
But the permanence of friendfhip between 
him and Metaftafio, which continued fifty 
years after they were fepar':ited5 and efta- 
bliflied in the fervice of different Monarchs, 
in the two moft remote capitals of Europe, 
deferves fome record. 

It has already been mentioned in thefc 
Memoirs, that the poet and mufician were 
nearly of the fame age, and began their 
public career in the city of Naples, at the 

(o) Ital* Tour^' and HiJI. Muf vol. iv. 
VOL, I. o fame 
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fame period of time : Farinelli having per- 
formed there in the Serenata of Angelica^ 
written by Metaftafio in 1723, and in his 
opera of DiJonCj in 1724. 

The fuccefs with which their. feveral ta- 
lents were crowned in thefe early efforts, and 
a happy coincidence of temper and difpofi- 
tion, which each found in the other, of thofc 
virtues and qualities which he moft loved, 
admired, and praftifed, through life, cement- 
ed affedion and rivctted their hearts, beyond 
the power of time or accident to fever. 

It will appear through the whole corref- 
pondence which has been preferved, that 
they regarded each other as Twins of public 
favour, brought to light at the fame itrtiy 
and united in one common intereft. Metaf- 
tafio never envied tlie applaufe of the finger, 
nor imagined his poetry injured by his too 
florid ftyle of finging, though the fame of Fa- 
rinelli feems to have been built more upon the 
extraordinary compafs of his voice, and pow- 
ers of execution, than upon his fine a6ling or 
tender expreflion. And fiich was his frater- 
nal affeftion and partiality for his Caro Ge- 
mello^ that he afterwards appears fo entirely to 
have overlooked or forgotten the want of 
fimplicity, aftion, and pathos in his finging, 

as 
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as feverely to cenfure younger performers, 
for thefe defefts, in his letters to Fariiielli 
himfelf. 

Mufical readers need not be reminded, that 
Farinelli, after finging with unrivalled ap- 
plaiife in the principal lyric theatres of Eu- 
rope, came into England in the year 1733; 
and after performing there fourlucceffive fea- 
fons, and engaging for a fifth, was invited to 
Spain in 1737, ^^^^i his voice having been 
found to have the fame efFe6l on the diforder 
of the Spanifh Mbnarch, Philip V, as the 
harp of David upon the evil fpirit of King 
Saul, he was retained in the fervice of that 
court, and a penfion fettled on him for life, 
of ^.3000 fterling a year, upon condition 
that he never fling again on a public ftagc. 
And in order to elevate him to a rank wor- 
thy of attending a fovereign in his private 
hours, he was honoured with the orders of 
St. Jago and Calatrava. In 1746 his royal 
patron Philip V. died; but his court favour 
continued under that monarch's fucceflbr 
with equal fplendor. The firft letter to Fa- 
rinelli which has been inferted in the literary 
eorrefpondence of Metaftafio, is in anfwer to 
one from that celebrated finger, of July 2d, 

o 2 1747, 
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i747> ^bout a year after the new^ monarch 
of Spain had afceiided the throne. 



LETTER I. 



TO THE CAVALIERE- CARLO BROSCHI DETT0 
FARINELLI. 

Your moft agreeable, but fhort, letter, con- 
cerning my infatiable thirft for talking with 
you in the beft manner which fuch an enor- 
mous diftance will admit, was long enough 
to convince me of the place I hold in your 
heart: for without that circumftance, you 
certainly would not have facrificed even fb 
much time and labour. The convenience, 
civility, politenefs, and the other common 
ties of fociety, are not ufed to infpire fuch 
patience. This proof therefore of tender 
friendlhip, added to ancient teftimonies and 
new proteftations, render mc fo fecure of it, 
that I fhould have doubted of any thmg 
iv^oner than of your afFedlion. This alone 
would have been fufficient to make me love 
you, in return; you know by long experience, 
che amore a nulla amarperdona (/>) . Now your 

(/) That love allows nothing beloved to love another. 

m.erit^ 
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merit, which has rendered you as amkble as 
fingular, is aii accumulation of powerful etFeds. 

The confidence with which you fpeak to 
me of your affairs; the cordiality of your of- 
fer to redrefs mine ; the tender anxiety which 
you manifefl for my health ; the inftruc- 
tion and expedients which you fuggeft; the 
defcriptions of my misfortunes, and the pro- 
teftion which you procure me from thofe il- 
luftrious nymphs * : — in (hort, your generous 
idea is lo much to my palate, as greatly en- 
courages hope : unite then all thefe circum- 
ftances, and tell me who is the arithmetician 
that is able to enumerate the produd. I 
can exprefs myfelf no better than by telling 
you, that I love you as Farinelli deferves to 
he loved. 

It is impoffible for the defcription which 
you have fent me of your malady, and being 
let blood, as well as of the French furgeon, 
and Lombardo the phyfician, to be more 
lively, and full of wit. I have often laughed 
at the humour with which you have feafoned 
a narration, tragic in itfelf : Would to hea- 
ven the ardent wiflies of all perfons of tafte 

* Ladies at the court of Madrid, whofe influence was 
promifed in favour of Metaftafio's Sicilij^n claims; but 
'V^hofe names have been concealed. 

3 •^M 
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and delicacy In Europe were griatified ; and 
that all your hypochondriac complaints were 
entirely fubdued! fhew me a good example, 
as you have already a bad one, and I will 
try to follow it. 

Your mufic to my Nice is worthy of you. 
Its merit begins by the touching tones of the 
fute^ and encreafes to the noble fimplicity 
which belongs to fuch compositions. I rea- 
dily give way to you, or rather am proud of 
being vanquifhed by you : and who would 
be afhamed of being fui paffed in mufic by 
my incomparable Farinelli ? I have been no 
lefs enchanted with the fetting of the little 
dedication : fe mi dai^ . But in this laft you 
have a little forgotten that nature is not la- 
vifh of Farinelli's, and that the execution of 
this mufic, in order to have all its cfFedJ-, re- 
quires the excellence of itscompofer. Though 
I am no mufician, further than Is neceffary 
to a Poet, I comprehend your intention, and 
try hard to fecond it. But Jpirifus promptus 
eji, caro autem injirma. Let us underftand 
one another: I fpeak of my voice; let no 

* To what this alludes does not appear, it is not the in- 
itial veife of any fo;ig in Mctaftafio's works that I have 
been able Co find. 

equivoque 
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equivoque enter your head injurious to my 
faith. 

Oh my dear Farinelli, what agitation, 
tumult, and ftorms have you awakened in my 
mind, by confiding to me the great, though 
unmerited fortune of my Nice! You, who 
know the vanity of poets, conceal no circum- 
ftance from me which can exalt it to its 
higheft elevation. In (hort, I perceive very 
plainly the malignant pleafure you take in 
turning my head, and feeing how I am agi- 
tated between pride and confufion; Iclf com- 
placence and envy. Oh happy Nice! who 
could have imagined that I fhould ever have 
envied thy fate ? with what veneration ought 
I not to regard thee in future. 

You believe me in great danger here from 
the charms of fome tranquil Teutonic Beau- 
ty. Oh how miftaken you are! Here love 
and hatred never difturb the fleep of any 
mortal: here the body cares very little for 
the affairs of the mind : at night yo'i may 
be a favourite, and in the morning unknown. 
Eagernefs, agitation, folicitude,- little quar- 
rels, reconciliations, gratitude, vengeance, 
the language of the eyes, the eloquence of 
lilence, in fhort whatever can give pleafure 
or pain in the delicate commerce of fouls, 

04 is 
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is terra incognita^ or thought ridiculous and 
fit only for the embellifliment of romances. 
It is incredible to what a pitch of ii\doleiice 
the placid nymphs of this place are arrived, 
I fliould defpair of finding one that would re- 
linquifh a game at Pdquet for the lofs or 
death of her deareft lover. There are ma- 
ny who would think the turning afide from 
their fampler among the moft myfterious ex- 
cefTes of genius. And you fear for my tran- 
quillity? Make yourfclf eafy. I run no rifle. 
Aflure the moft benign lady, who, without 
my having deferved her compaflion, gene- 
roufty interefts herfelf in my fuppofed danger, 
that I am fafe. Exprefs to her Ukewife my 
?noj(l hunible and grateful fentiments for the 
patronage with which fhe honours my writ- 
ings- Tell her that the noble pidure which 
you have been pleafed to draw of her, has 
rendered me more fenfible to the cold of the 
north, where no fuch plants ever bloflbm. 
You, in (hort, were born when the moon 
was.increafing, all thrives to your wifli. It 
is neceffary to be a Farinelli, a friend, and a 
twin brother, not to be envied by me. 

From this franknefs, which I fhould not 
have ufed to any but yourfelf, it. is eaiy for 
you to imagine whether I could poffibly have 

regarded 
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regarded you as my voluntary rival, in the 
office of treafurer of Cofenza. The notice 
which your brother had obtained of it, was 
neither from me, nor exaft in itfelf : and if 
it had, I Ihould never have attributed the 
fault to my dear FarinclH, who loves me too 
well, and who thinks too nobly. I have men- 
tioned it, becaufe we are eager to fpeak of 
what gives us pain. And how can I refrain 
from vexation, my dear Jriend, to fee myfelf 
flript in this manner, without any crime, of 
all the fruits of my poor labours ; of all my 
hopes, and of all fupport for my old age! 
Do you wifh to know the extent of my mis- 
fortunes ? Hear, and pity me. 

Charles VI. as a reward for my long 
fervices, and to fupply niy unpaid f alary ^ 
granted me a thoufand crowns in Sicily, 
on a bifhoprick or benefrce in that king- 
dom. But all the Bifhops, Abbots, and 
beneficial Clergy, became, from that time, 
immortal: and the kingdom was loft before 
I had received a penny. The treafurerlhip 
of Cofenza in Calabria becoming vacant, 
^nd my auguft patron remembering my ar- 
rears, deftined it for me: I took pofifeiiion, 
fpent n^ore than 800 ducats of my own mo- 
\iey^ iji fees and other expcnces ; but before I 



^ 
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had begun to reap the firft crop, the armed Spa-r 
niards entered the kingdom, and I remained 
with my patent in my hand, re^dy for curling 
my hair, or folding up fugar-plumbs. My 
prefent moft clementTovereign ( j'), is obliged, 
by the circumftances of the times, to diminifli 
the falaries of her fervants ; but in order to 
compenfate this diminution, as well as to con- 
fole me for my former lolles, fhe has afligned 
me 1,500 florins, and not a Canonicate, in Mi- 
lan. Five years have elapfed fmce this favour 
was promifed, but a thoufand impediments 
have intervened, which I have not under- 
ftood, even while I have experienced their ef- 
fe6ls. Now what do you think of all this? 
Is not mine an affliftinoj cafe ? Yet I exagee- 
rate nothing. After fifteen years fervice, 
not indeed from the fault of my patrons, but 
of rny enemy Fortune, I am in a worfe ftate, 
than when I left my country. 

From this faithful narrative, you may 
eafily imagine what confidence I place in 
you: a confidence which I owe in re- 
turn for yours. How can I ever fufHciently 
thank you for the affedionate and zea- 
lous manner with which you have offered 

[q) The Emprefe Queen, impoveriflied by a feven 
years' War. 

to 
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to put me in a way to bring this unfortu-: 
iiate bufinefs to a happy determination f I re-, 
coenife in thefe uncommon teftimonies o£ 
friendftiip, the heart of my Farinelli : and I 
am proud of my fagacity for having laid a 
thoufand times, that in you, all was harmo- 
ny, all vof th^ fame degree of excellence. I 
am already as much your debtor, from the 
eagernefs which you have manifefted to 
ferve me, as if you had been fuccefsful : be- 
caufe the reafons for being obliged, depend 
more upon the exertions than the event. 
To furnifh you with fome authentic docu- 
ments, I enclofe afolemn certificate from the 
fecretary of the fupreme counfelfor Italy; alfb 
the concejionof the treafurerjhrp: as well as 
the difpatches by ivhicb the appointment was 
then notified at Naples. ■ My pofleflion in 
Naples will be proved the inflant you re- 
quire it. I will appoint a perfon in the beau- 
tiful Parthenope (r) who fhall aflift, when 
and where you plcafe, in this enquiry. "Oh , 
if you could but relate^ this melancholy tale 
to your auguft fovereign! For full of cle- 
mency, generofity, and juftice, as the world 
pronounces and you defcribe her, it is im- 
I 

(r) Naples. 

pofiible 
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^flible but that her foul muft incline to grant 
me feme redrefs. Indeed I (hould now re- 
gard the favour as wholly new, from the 
hands of fo great a benefadrefs. Her bounty, 
though beftowcd on a perfon who may want 
merit, w^ould vet fall on one that is known 
to you. and therefore the beneficent aft of a 
royal patroncfs would certainly not remain a 
lecret j but be held out as an example to her 
equals, and a confolation to the oppreffed. 
And if the voice of a poor Grafs-hopper of 
ParnalTus, like myfelf, could poflibly reach 
the earsof pofterity ; they, and their children's 
children, fliould know the pious and pow- 
erful hand which deigned to.fuftain and 
proteft me, in defpight of the utmoft efforts 
of cruel and capricious Fortune (j)/' 

And are not the innumerable teftimonies 
which my dear Gemello has given me of his 
Jove fufficient, but they muft be ratified by 
gifts! Vanillay chocolate^ bark^ extra6l of am^ 

( j) Princes are, in general, ignorant of an elTential rule 
ki commerce, which enjoins its votaries to buy cheapo and 
fell dear. If her Catholic Majefty had wiflied to make a 
r»od bargain in the purchafe of fame, (he might have had a 
great penny-worth, in ferving diPoet gifted with fo good an4 
grateful a heart, as Metaftafio; who, for inconfiderable tern- 
porary advantage^ would have rendered his royal benefac<p 
ff-efs immortal, 

4 wantbj, 
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cranthy jars oi fnuff. But this is over- 
powering me in fuch a manner, as to deprive 
me of all hope of ever making any return*- 
All I can do, at prefent, is to begin to be grate- 
ful, by confefling the debt, and wifhing for 
powers to pay it. 

The Court is at an imperial caftle in 
Hungary, where, confequently, is Madame 
Fouchs; fo that I am not likely to fee her foon, 
as I am already booted to go to Moravia, 
where I fliall remain till Oftobcr, with 
our moft worthy Countcfs of Althan, partly 
by the advice of the Phyficians, and partly 
for the enjoyment of her noble feat. So 
that your commiflion to Madame Fouchs 
cannot be executed till my return. I had 
already delivered your meflage to the 
Countefs of Althan, in the Favorita Gar- 
dens, and in the midft of a numerous alfem- 
bly : fhewing, with great oftentation, youi: 
veryjhort letter. I am unable to tell yoa 
how pleafed this lady was with your courte- . 
ous remembrance, how curious to know the 
particular phrafe with which you had order- 
ed me to exprefs it, and with what eagernefs 
flie wifhed to be minutely and repeatedly in- 
formed of your health and prefent iituation, 
interefting herfelfin the one, and exulting in 

the 
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the other. I had then the whole company 
.upon me, to whom I was obliged to fing over 
and over agam the fame Canzone^ as well as 
thofe airs which you had conftantly fling dur- 
ing fo many years in the royal apartments (/). 
It would have delighted you, as it did me^ to 
a very great degree, to fee how frefli you 
were ftill in memory, after fo long an abfence, 
in a climate governed by oblivion, (u) 

And are you then determined to have my 
pifturc? Oh how vexatious! The patience 
neceffary to ferve as a model to the indif- 
,cretion of a painter, is to me the moft dif- 
ficult of all virtues to attain. Hitherto there 
are no other pi<ftures of me than thofe fpu- 
rious fatyrs which the printers have placed 
at the head of my works; and they move my 
bile every time 1 chance to fee them. But 
who can refift the folici tat ions of a beloved 
twin brother ? At my return from the coun- 
try, I fhall undertake this bufinefs, as a peni- 
tence for my fins, and try to indulge your 
longing in fuch a manner as may prevent a 

(/) Thefe were Pallido ilfole ; Per quejio dolce ampleffo\ 
& Ah non lafciarm'iy no^ all fet by Hafle. 

(«) Farinelli had been three times at Vienna, before he 
went to Spain, in 1737- His firft engagement at the Im- 
perial court was, in 1727. 

mifcarriage. 
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mifcarriage. But you muft not be furprifed 
if you fee an hypochondriac countenance on 
the canvas, becaufe I fliall find it very diffi- 
cult to fmile in the painter's face, unlefs I 
can perfuade fbme Faun or Dryad to affift at 
the operation, and help to fweeten the bitter 
talk. 

With all the diligence I could ufe, even 
to the confines of impertinence, I have not 
been able to procure the authentic certificate, 
and that other paper mentioned above, time 
enough to accompany this letter. I fliall 
therefore leave orders, before my departure 
for the country, for them to be fent by the 
* fame conveyance. 

I have had two little Cantatas tranfcribed, 
which I wrote Ibmetime fince for this court, 
but which are not yet very common. I fliall 
inclofe thcfe, but not for you. I mean them 
as a tribute to that illuftrious proteftrefs of 
the Italian Mufes, the Countefs of Bellalca- 
zar. If, however, you would illuftrate them 
with your notes and majefl:ic voice, I fhould 
be certain that the tribute would be highly 
approved, by a lady of fuch delicate tafte. 

I finifli becaufe I am on the point of fet- 
ting off, and the exa6l moment of my depart- 
ure does not depend on myfelf. Love me 

as 
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as much as I do you, and you will gratify the 
infinite avidity which I feel for your affec- 
tion, and do juftice to the tender folicitude 
with which I am, and ever fhall be, &c. 

Vienna, Auguft 26th. i747« 



LETTER 11. 

TO THE SAME. 



Your dear letter of Od. 29th, as ufual, was 
replete with the balm of that affedlion, of 
which I am fo extremely folicitous and vain. 
The grotefquc defcription of the magnificent 
habitation whence you wrote, has frequently 
made me laugh, and long to embrace my 
pleafant Ncnnillo (^), 

^ « * ^ ^ * 

I have laughed quite as much, though in 
my fleeve, at your lively pi6iure of Armida. 
Oh poor Nennillo ! 

You will foon have Armida placata. I 
hope you will find in it much to approve, 

{x) The reft of the period is in the Neapolitan P^jf^/V, 
which I am unable to decipher. All I can difcover is, that 
the corpulency, as well as abfurdity, of the firft female finger 
^perhaps the Teji) had been thefubjcil ofFarinelli's plea- 
{antry. 

particularly 
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jparfiGularly in the part of the firft woman, 
and firft man, for whom I have taken the 
moft pains. And you would have found iu , 
it much lefs to blame, if that great booby, 
Migliavacca, after I had corfe£led with great 
labour, the whole, opera, had not taken the 
liberty in tranfcribing it, to alter, add^ and 
retrench at his pleifurc* This put nie into 
a violent rage, when he told it me at my re- 
turn from the^puntry. His excufe was, 
the impoffibilil|||bf communicating to me 
his doubts foon enough for the time which 
you had prefcribisd for finifliing it. With 
all this, the fubjeft is gay, and cannot have 
been fo injured, as not to leave room to hope 
for its meeting with fuccefs. 

From what has happened, you may judge, 
that bur Migliavacca is capable of writing a .. 
goodfoiig, cantata, foimet, and fuch things as, 
in (hort, require no great art in the conduft 
and management of the paffions, or fupport of 
characters. But for theatrical aftion and 
effeft, I have found his judgment lefs ma- 
tured than his age, which is about thirty, 
promifed; or his other little and pleafing 
compofitions, made me expeft. I tell .you 
this, that you may know precifely what to 
hope, if yoxi fhould think of employing him. 

VOL* I. P I wifticd 
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I wifhed to render fervice to all, and to 
recommend engaging the Tefi ; but now it 
is brought to a crifis, I cannot deceive you. 
Find out her abilities, and then do her good, 
if you can. It is certain that experience, of 
which, at prefent, flie is in want, might 
render her much better ; but you wifli me to 
ipeak of the prefent, and not prophefy con* 
cerning the future* It is not neceflary to 
communicate my fincerity to Madame, who 
would perhaps not be pleaqP with it. Let 
it be a hint to you, but not attended with 
ill will to me. It will therefore be more 
prudent to fend your letters by the Venetian 
AmbalTador^s bag, in which I inclofe my 
own. And when you defire to remit to 
Migliavacca fome compenfation for his trou- 
ble, I beg of you to do it by means of the 
Tefi, who interefts herfelf in his affairs. I 
did nothing more than try that you fhouM 
be as well fcrved as poffible ; and this I have 
done, and ever fliall do, for my valued 
Gemello. 

My pidure. for you, let ofF from Vienna 
with Prince Trivulfi, the beginning of O^- 
ber. This Prince entreated to have the 
care of it, and carried it with him to Ve- 
nice, that it might afterwards travel with 
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more fecurity. I know not how it is to go 
on, but we may depend on his diligence, 
and true eagernefs to favour me, and to 
pleafe you. Who knows whether, by the 
time this letter arrives, I (hall not be alri^ady 
in your hands, and perhaps prefent at the 
rehearfal of the charming Armida, where 
the original would efteem himfelf moft 
happy to be alfb. 

I (hould wrong the good heart of my dear 
Gemello by reite/ating my entreaties about 
the Percettorial bufinels ; I feel with what 
afFedlion you wifli to forward it, and know 
that your foul is incapable of aiiuming the 
fhameful charafter of a dealer in that kind 
of fmoke which abounds in courts. I refleft 
on what I would do for you, if I were able ; 
and have not the leaft doubt of your doing 
every thing for me, which circumftances will 
admit. The excufe of example^ which has 
been urged from Naples, is eafily refuted ; 
there are three very juft ways of preventing 
my cafe from ever becoming a precedent to 
any other. In the firft place, the difpatches 
might fey, that the receiverjhip was rejiored to 
me for the fame reqfon as offices are rejiored to 
others, who poffefled them by a weighty title ; 
that is, by having purchajed them. And this 

p z will 
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will be no lie : the Percettoria was not oi>- 
tained by me as a free gift, but in recor»* 
pence for a promifed falary which bad not been 
payed. !/And if the reward agreed upon for 
labours of the brain are not paid in money, 
what muft be the capital of we poor crickets 
of Parnaflus ? Should this expedient be dif- 
approved, here is another which equally pre- 
cludes precedent; the place of Percettoria 
may be reftored to me, not as the rejioration 
of an ancient pojfejjion^ but as a new favour 
which has not the leaji relation to the old 
grant. Where would be the extravagance 
of a generous Prince, proteftor of the fine 
arts, Ipontaneoufly exercifing his munifi- 
cence on a man who, by chance, if not 
merit,, is efteemed in Europe not the meaneft 
of his profeflion ? If this feeond road fliould 
be thought impaflable, though it appears to 
me the moft worthy of the royal grandeur 
of fuch a fovereign, here is, laftly, a third: 
which is, the caufng it to be bought as a new 
purchafe^ which will equally preclude all. 
precedent of reilitution. Do not forget, my 
dear friend, to luggeft thefe expedients, that 
the fear of precedent may not check the ^^ 
nerous propenfity of the fovereign. I fhouM 
not have wearied you f© long on this fubjed, 

had 
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Tiad itnot feemed abfolutely neceflafy to fur- 
nifh you with arms to combat in my favour. 
I thank you for the recipe, which I fhall 
have made up exadly, and try its efficacy 
with the greater hope of fuccefs, as every 
thing is more deaf that comes from my 
beloved Gemello, than from any other 
quarter. « 

Your idea of providing for the expence of 
my journey, is extrehiely grateful to me, as 
a proof of your afFeftion; but think how 
great would be the difficulties of other kinds ; 
and how little occafion there is for this proof, 
to convince me that our friendfhip is reci- 
procaL 

. Our worthy Countefs of Althan has re- 
ceived news of you, and of being remem- 
bered by you, with her ufual kindnefs and 
pleafure. With relped to mufic, whatever 
(he hears, Farinelli continues to be her 
he;ro : and as a proof of this, flie has freighted 
a bark with j(alutatioas for you, which I fhall 
difpatch, oxi condition that you, in return y. 
will prefent my conftant r.efpeds to the 
Duchefs of Bejar, whofe pifture in your 
letter has haunted me ever fince I faw it. 
Addio, dear Gemello, be careful of your 

p 3 health. 
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health, and fometimes think of your Me- 

taflafio. 

Vienna, Dcc.,;^ I747- 



As no letters to Farinelli have been pre- 
fcrved, that were written in 1748, we (hall 
return to his correfpondents, Filipponi, and 
Pafquini, to whom he feems to have written 
with great opcnnefs of heart. 

LETTER III, 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI. 

Your moft welcome letter of the 2d in^ 
jftant, found me in the pleafant country of 
Moravia, where I have been many months, 
far from the noife of the city, in purfiiit of 
that health, which always feems near, yet 
when I try to catch it, the phantom gives 
me the flip. I wander through two vaft 
domains belonging to the incomparable 
Countefs Althan, where the generofity of 
the magnificent lady of the manfion, the 
noble variety of the company, the abund- 
ance of whatever can contribute to delight, 
as well as comfort, the princely apartments^ 

the 
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the fituation, air, walks, converfation, and, 
in Ihort, the whole tenor of a life fufficiently 
ruftic for the enjoyment of all the beautie3 
of nature, without being deprived of the 
conveniences of art ; and ajbove all, the ad- 
vantages which I feel in this tranquil retire- 
ment, from the care that is taken of my 
difbrdered machine ; thefe make me forget 
the complaints I brought with me, which, 
either from the chearfulnefs thfe mind ac- 
quires here, or the circumftances juft men- 
tioned, appear, or are, in reality, nearly 
fubdued. This is the news which you de- 
fired. 

Soflowitz, Septf 29, 1747. 



LETTER IV. 

TO THE SAME. 

General Stampa quitted this place, on his 
return to Milan, the end of laft week. Con- 
figned to his care, and direfted to you, are 
the MSS. for our Padre Paoli, which Count 
Canale had fo repeatedly promifed him. 
And now I am liberated from a commiflion 
which has long lain heavy on my confcience. 

p 4 They 
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They would have been feat much fboncr, if 
any fafe conveyance could have been found ; 
but MSS. of which there are no duplicates, 
are of fuch confequence, that it feemed ne- 
ceflary to meafure my fcruples by the tender 
regard which an author has for his own pro^ 
dudions ; fo that I hope to be thanked for 
the delay. 

Muft I fend you the ufual compliments of 
the feafon ? It is the exa6l period for this 
ceremo^ny; as, by the time this letter ar- 
rives, it will be in general performance 
throughout Chriftendom. But let us not 
contaminate our friendftiip by fuch vulgar, 
worn-out, and infipid forms, which now are 
become a burthen to fociety, and a difgrace 
for real friends to ufe ; they neither excite 
benevolence, nor prevent the coldnefs of 
negleft, I know that you have no doubt of 
my affeftion and good wifhes, and that I am 
fiire of yours : fb that without new protcfta- 
tions, the whole year is Chriftmas with us, 
reciprocally. 

My annual retreat into the country .for 
near two months, had turned out fb profit- 
able, that I flattered myfelf . with the hopes 
of having wholly fubdued my nervous com- 
plaints, and all the other barbarous enemies 

\init^d 



( 217 ) ^ 

Viijiited to annoy me ; but the firft cold prc- 
curfors of winter have again driven me near 
the enemy, from whom, however, I cou- 
rageoufly defend myfelf, hoping at length to 
tire them out. And indeed their aflaults 
are lefs frequent and lefs furious than for- 
m,erly : if I can ftill diminifli their forces a 
little, I fhall, in this particular, be content 
with my fate : never expe6ling a profound 
peace, but a lefs unequal war. 



LETTER V. 

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI. 

I HAVE attentively read your new paftoral 
fable, and without entering upon a minute 
examination of it, I alFure you, with that can- 
dour to which we are mutually accuftomed, 
that it has pleafed me much more than the 
Generous Spartan^ in all its parts, except the 
ftyle ; as in that, to own the truth, you ap- 
pear to me fometimes too negligent. You 
will fay, and with great truth, that the in- 
terlocutors fliould fpeak a language fuitable 
to their ftation. But I believe, that be- 
tween the lang\iage of real and theatrical 

fliepherds, 
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fliepherds, there fhould be the fame proper* 
tion of difference, as the beft writers ufualljr 
obferve between real and theatrical princes. 
Human nature is vain, and never plcafed 
with thofe portraits which lower the advan* 
tageous opinions which it forms of itfelf ; 
like thofe beauties, who arc unwilling to fit, 
unlefs to fuch dextrous painters as can draw 
their likenefs, more from the good than bad 
features of their faces ; diminjihing in ibme 
with modeft adulation wherever there is 
excefs, and adding to others, with the fam6 
caution, whatever is wanting to perfection. 
Guarini was too fenfible of this weaknefs^ 
and meant to flatter it in his celebrated 
Pajiorjidoy by the happy pretext of his per* 
fonages being of divine origin, attributing 
to Ihepherds the language of philolbphers 
and heroes : and by artfully mixing what- 
ever was moft pleafing in the country, mofl: 
grand in courts, and moft ingenious in the 
ichools, has formed fuch a magic compofi- 
tion, as, in fpite of the many poetical canons 
which he dared t# violate, has extorted ad- 
miration, not only from his own country- 
men, but the moft polilhed people in every 
other part of Europe. Indeed he has often 
had the addrefs to foften the rigour even of 

inexorably 
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inexorable critics themfelves, who only read 
his work in order to condemn it» 

But fuch fcem to 'me the laws to which it 
is neccflary to fubmit, in order to pleafe by 
imitating nature. How much it may be 
neceflary to change the materials, in order 
to excite wonder and delight ; and what is 
the difference between imitating nature, and 
nature herfelf, are not fubjcds to be dif- 
cuffed^ in a fhort letter. Perhaps, fome time 
or other, I may explain myfclf more fully, 
if it Ihould pleafe providence to grant me a 
few quiet days among thofe that are yet in 
ftore (jk). 

And now I congratulate myfelf as well as 
you, on your laft produ6lion, not only in 
compliment to my own judgment, but for 
that which experience has here pronounced 
concerning your abilities ; indeed I plainly 
perceive that more curiofity is excited in 
your readers by this compolition, than by 
any other of your dramatic writings. 

I am much obliged to your MefFrs. Wal- 
ther for the favourable opinion they enter- 

(y) He here, doubtlefs, alludes ta his notes on an ex* 
tradl from Ariftotle's Poetics, which were not pubh'flied 
till after his dcceafe. See Zatta's Edit. Venice, 1783. 
Tom. xvi. And that of Nice, 1786. 

tain 
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tain of my works ; but it is not for me to 
pronounce upon the expediency of the enter- 
prife ; it is their bufinefs to examine how 
the expence of a new impreffion of my 
writings will be repaid by the public. There 
are already nine editions at Venice^ there 
are others at Rome, Milan, Naples, and 
Lucca ; and perhaps ftill more of which I 
am ignorant. Hence, if this edition is not 
fuperior in paper, type, corrednefs, and or- 
naments^ it will be confounded in the croud 
of othersp which are either very bad, or ;icrt 
above mediocrity- 

I have not yet feen the Drefden Boileau ; 
pray fend it by the firft fafe and fpeedy con- 
ye}'ance ; do the fame by Voltaire.— —But 
what can I fay to fecond your eagernefs 
about this new impreffion ? I have but 
few inedited pieces in my pofleffion, and of 
thefe few, fome I cannot, and others I ought 
not, to make public. However, I have not 
the heart to refufe granting any requeft of 
yours. I Ihall therefore coUeft, on your ac- 
count, a fmall number of cantatas of my 
writing, which are limping about in a mi- 
ferable rtate, that has not been bettered by 
the. hands of the lovers of poetry who have 
given them houfe room ; but thefe will not 
I amount 
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amount to above twelve or fourteen. Be-^ 
fides this, I (hall take a copy of Ibme edi- 
tions of Venice, and fheet by fheet, correal 
the errors with which they abound, that 
they may ferve as originals for the new edi- 
tion. But ftay!-r-This is not all. There 
is an opera intituled Siface, which I wrote 
many years ago, againft niy will. 1 muft 
explain myfelf. Obliged to accommodate a 
very old and imperfect drama, I began bjr 
new verfifying, and arranging its fcenes ; 
but by changing and changing, there did 
not remain a fingle verfe of the original, and 
very little in the difpofition of the fcenes. 
I never would confent to legitimate this 
offspring, and yet it has always pafled in 
Italy for mine. If I can find a copy not 
much disfigured, I (hall cprrcft this drama, 
and with a (hort hiftorical information to. 
the public, add, it to the new edition. In 
confideration of the pains I (hall take, I muft 
jmpofe on you, fome conditions. The firft 
is, that you will undertake to corre6l the 
pre(s yourfelf, and in a (hort advertifement 
inform the public of the enormous defefts of 
former editions, and of the advantages of 
the new, without entering at all into the 
ufual panegyrics on the author, for this 

plain 
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plain reafon, that you are too friendly aiid 
partial a judge for flich an undertaking. 
In the fecond place, Meffrs. Walther muft 
convince me of the elegance of their typo- 
graphy, by fending me a proof-fheet, as a 
ipecimen, and folemnly agree to an exa6l 
performance of their promife to the public. 
I rejoice that my Demofoonte is in iiich 
mafterly and friendly hands; make what 
ufe of it you pleafe, as I am certain it wiU 
receive no injury (2;). Oh how I envy your 
vicinity to that moft worthy Count Ar- 
^hinto ! I have long refpeded his merit. 
But during his refidence at this court, he 
infinitely increafed my reverence. Return 
him, I entreat you, my moft humble thanks 
for the benignant remembrance of me which 
he has deigned to jpreferve; afTuring him of 
my moft grateful fentiments and wiflies for 
his health, concerning which I daily fabri- 
cate in my mind a thoufand fmiling and 
happy ideas of the time to come. 

(2) Hafle was at this time new fctting the op^ra of 
Demofoonte for the court of Drcfden : many of the air& 
were afterwards performed in England by Mingotti, aboat 
the year 1755, when the admirable Cantablle : Se^tutti i 
mall mieiy was conftantly encored during the run of the 
«penu 

I have 
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I have dried up your brain fufficiently for 
to-day ; I will not deprive it of all moifture 
Sit once. It is well if any thing more re- 
mains for me to do. Take care of your 
health for your own fake and for that of 
your friends, aniong whom I claim a dif- 
tin6l place, as the efteem and fricndfhip is 
4iftin<9:, *of yours^ ' &c. 

Vienna, Jan, 27, 1748. 



LETTER VI. 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI. 

When you have a favourable oppor- 
tunity, I entreat you to falute, in my name, 
the worthy Count de Richecourt. Though 
I was not able to enjoy his company and 
converfation at Count Canale's fo often as I 
wifhed, yet I faw enough of him to con- 
vince me how much he is indebted to nature 
and to himfelf, for his uncommon fliare of 
ixxerit. I am infinitely obliged to him for 
aHowing me a place in his remembrance, 
^d fhall be extremely indebted to you, if you 
will try, from time to time, to mingle me 
among the crQwd of his other more grave, 
4 ufeful. 
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tifcful, or pleafant ideas. I bear the cxcfefs 
of y<)ur efteem for me, as it arifes from the 
excels of your friendfliip, of which I am fb 
anxious, that it fubdues my fhame for owing 
it to a miftake. Continue to love me, but 
without examining the motives. I tremble 
left, at a future time, you ihould meet with 
fome pious foul or other who, in chriftian 
charity, fhould ftrive to undeceive ypu. As 
to the ftate of my health, I muft confefe, that 
my patience is not in perfeft ecjuilibrium. 
The journey is long, and philofophy lame. 
I neither know what influence the- foul has 
over our machine, nor how it is communi- 
cated, being fubftances of fuch a different na- 
ture ; but I feel in a more lively manner than 
I wifh, that my own poor little foul pays 
dearly for the decays of its manfion. 

After you have confefled yourfelf to be 
jealous of me, I know not how to compofC 
myfelf with your prieftefs. I muft recom* 
mend myfelf to Plato, an excellent com-* 
forter of huft^ands. Pray prefent my com* 
pliments to her platonically. Do not in-* 
jure me in her opinion, and allow me, with 
all due reftridions, to affure her of my being . 
no lefs hers than yours. - 

* Vienna, Feb. 3, 1748^ 
.The 
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The t\yo following letters would not have 
been inferted, had it not been imagined, that 
fuch readers as intereft themfelves in the dra- 
matic works of Metaftatio, would be curious 
to know his own ideas concerning their 
performance.— Thefe letters, at leaft, may be 
of ufe, not only to the direStors and perform^ 
ers of the individual drama of Demofoontej 
but of operas in general. 



LETTER VIL 

TO THE ABATE PASfiUINt* 

Oh great Pafquini! Great Pafquini! Shew 
me my plan however, that I may not cenfure 
you for my, own blunders* If you afk me 
how I intended the fituations of my Demo-- 
foonte to be difpofed in the theatre, and how 
I fhould have arranged them if I had direft- 
ed the whole myfelf, it was proper that I 
Ihould write to you what you mention. If 
you alk me who fhould be placed on the 
right hand, and who on the left, I muft tell 
you I never meant to regulate that by thp 
dignity of the perfonages, but by the conve- 
nicAce and neceflit^ of the a6tio^» And if, 

VOL, u ' Q^ n\ 
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in favour of fuch convenience and neccflitf, 
the fuperior perfonages chance to be on the 
left of the inferior, they may be re£pe6led and 
diftinguiflied in various ways; for example: 
by being a little forwarder on the ftage than 
the reft, or being fituated in the middle of 
the ftage and facing the audience, while the 
fubaltern charafters are further on the ftage, 
with their fides to the audience and faces to-. 
wards the principal perfonages* And in- 
deed by a thoufand other expedients they 
may be diftinguifhed, without having the 
right fide of the ftage afligned to them. If 
further, in purfuing this fubjed, you fhould 
afk what charaders have a right to exa6l re- 
fped, whether Dircea from Creufa^ or Creufa 
from Dircea^ I fhould tell you Dircea^ as an 
undifcovered Princefs, owes to Creufa all 
thofe manifeftations of refpeft which are due 
from private individuals to perfbns of royal 
condition. But for heaven*s fake exfdain to 
rtie, if you can, why you think refpeik is 
fhewn to the principal perfonages by their 
always occupying^h'e right fide of the ftage? 
I could give more reafons againft it than 
tliofe ^already mentioned, if I had tin>e M 
write them. I have explained myfelf on' 
this fubjed to Baron Diefcau,- and to Signor 

Haffe, 
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Hafle, though more concifely, as he is a pro- 
feffional man. You are right, however, in 
fuppofing that Dircea fhould take place, upon 
the ftage, of Creuja. Yet, in my opinion, 
wholly wrong in imagining that the right 
fide is always the poft of honour. 

But before the arrival of this letter, I hope 
you will be convinced by what 1 have writ- 
ten to Baron Diefcau. 

Vienna, Feb. i6th. 1748. 



LETTER VIII. 

TO BARON DIESCAU, AT DRESDEN. 

It is a great miftake, in my opinion, to 
imagine that the right or left fide of the 
ftage determines the pre-eminence of theatri- 
cal charaders. Thefe places ought to be oc- 
cupied according to the neceffity of the ac- 
tors. It is necelfary, for example, that the 
a6lor fliould be near the pcrfon to whom he 
would fpcak, or whom he would detain, af- 
(ault, defend, or tranfaft any kind of buiinefs 
with, that would be difficult or ridiculous to 
perform in any other fituation. Wherever 
a great perfonage happens to be, will become 
the principal place ; he may, however, indi- 

0^2 Cite 
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cate his fuperiority by being a little forward- 
er on the ftage than his inferiors, which will 
be^ a lefs equivocal diftinftion than the right 
hand, which has Varied and changes its fig- 
nification, according to the caprice of differ- 
ent ages and nations. Upon thefe princi- 
ples, in fpite of the old praftife of our thea- 
tres, I have always regulated the performance 
of my dramas, efpecially 'Demofoonte \ M'hich 
may be {^tM in a regular plan laid down and 
tranfmitted to the abate Pafquini, at his re- 
queft, but a few days ago. 

I hope. Sir, that the readinefg of my peri- 
lous obedience, will at leaft lecure me the 
honour of your patronage, for which I moft 

humbly fupplicate {a). 

Vienna, Feb. 21, 1748. 



LETTER IX. 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI, AT TURIN^ 

To day, in contention with this letter, the 
Marquis della Rofea fet off for Turin; we 
ihall fee who will arrive firft* I would npt 
confide it to him, that you might have two 

{a) Baron Diefcau was long fuperintendaht of the lyric 
theatre of the eledoral king of Poland, Auguftus IIL 

^ mementos 
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mementos of me, inftead of one. He will 
tell how much 1 love and efteem you ; and 
do you affure him, of the indelible traces of 
veneration and afFeftion which he has left 
impreffed in my mind, and try to prefervc 
him in that benevolent and partial difpofition 
towards me, which he mauifefted at his de- 
parture. 

I wiflied very much to fecond your hint 
iconcerning the fiibjeft of a fonnet, but my 
mufes at prefent are troubled with hyfteric 
»fFe6iions; however, we will think of it 
when they become more tradable. 

Vienna^ April 28th. 174?. 



LETTER X. 



TO TH^ ABATE PASQUINI, 

I have here the Specimens which M. Wal*- 
j:her the printer has communicated; and 
(hould do well to fay no more. But if you 
wifh to fatten him, you may fay, that I am 
extremely occupied^ and cannot pojjibfy difpofe of 
fnyfelf\ nor indeed dare I hope for leifure fuffici-^ 
ent to fecond the generous partiality of Signor 
Walt her J to whom I beg you to make due ac-^ 
^^owledgments on my behalf 
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Know, that Semiramide is exalted to tlic 
ftars, thanks to the excellence of the pcr- 
formerii, and the magnificence of the decora- 
tions, in fpite oi^narcbvandalian mufic, which 
is infiipportable. The Teji has afted in a 
manner that has furprifed me and every hu- 
man creature in Vienna. Venturini and 
AmorevoU have pleafed extremely. . Mmti- 
celli has been much admired. Len%i?iX\'^ the 
Favaglini have done wonders. In fhort, it is 
one of the moft magnificent fpeftacles which 
can be prefented by a fovereign. The moft 
rigid matrons, the moft ancient and virtuous 
minifters, and prelates, compofe the moft 
numerous and partial part of the audience. 

June 29th. 1748. 



This opera, the firft which had been per- 
formed at the imperial court, fince the death 
of the emperor Charles VI. was repreiented 
in celebration of the peace, concluded at Aix 
la Chapelle. Monticclli and Amorevoli, who 
were in England from 1741, to 1746, after 
going thence to Venice, went from that city 
to Vienna, in order to perform on this occa- 
fion. The opera of Semiramide j which had 
been originally fet by Vinci for Rome, in 
1729, and afterwards by Porpora for Venice, 
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^735» was now new fet by the celebrated Bo- 
ndminij who at near ninety years of age, was 
invited from Paris on the occafion. ' 

No poem feems to have been produced by 
our author this year, except a very fhbrt 
compliment^ by order of the cmprefs queen, 
on the birth-day of the emperor Francis the 
firft, which was pronounced with mufic, at 
feven years old, by the arch-duke Jpfeph, af- 
terwards emperon It was fet by Reutter, 
at that time the imperial Maeftro di capella. 

COMPLIMENT 0<. 

Di quanto a si gran giorM 
Son debitor e^ Augufto Padre^ intendo : 
Ma nonfo dirlo. Ah voglia it Ci^l che in breve 
Lo dican Popre: 4 che fitrovi it mondd 
In quel che far desU 
Ilfuo beny la iua gloria^ e ii dov^ mio* 
Su la miafronte intanto 

FtJJa il paterno ctglio: 

-£ t^ggi it cor d*unfigli9^ 

Chenonfifafpiegar. ^ 

May che per or ha il vanto 
Di rifpettarti almeno: 
May che comprende a piem 
^anto ti deve amar* 

The fentiments of this little poem bear all 
the marks of delicacy and propriety, which 

0^4 & 
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fo eminently chara6lerize the encomiailic 
produdions of our aulic bard. They breaAe 
no adulation that could fhame the parent, or 
degrade the fon, 

How much I owe to this great day. 

Oh Parent moft auguft, I underftand, 

Though utterance to my thoughts I cannot giv^. 

May hcav'n ere long, let a&ions for me fpeak. 

And all mankind difcoyer how I wiih 

Their good, the glory of my fire, and well 

To praftice cv*ry duty of my ftate. 

Till when, let fond paternal eye^ 
With fix'd regard my fiice behold, 
And read my heart, which vainly tries 
Its tender feelings to unfold. 

Happy, this day, refpe£): to ihew 
To \nm vt^ofe lool^s fuch lore infpire; 
Till time more ample means b^ftow 
Of xey'rence to fo great a fire. 



LETTER XL 

TO THE ABATE PASQJJINI* 

While I was preparing to anfwer your let- 
ter of the 13th inft. a parcel arrives from the 
fecretary of legation at this court, with an- 
other letter from you, dated the 1 7th, and with 
it two ple^fing cantatas : Lavipia &c Diihnc}^ 

2L very 
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^ very ingenious and beautiful anfwcr to my 
Palinodia to Nice ; and two ferenatas. 1 am 
glad that an equivoque has produced me the 
pleafiire of your two compofitions, with 
which you know I cannot but be pleafed. 
At the fame time, however, I muft confefs 
that I feel mortified. Vanity is the natural 
defed of us poor poets. And mine became 
cxceffive, in reflefting that a perfon of luch 
high rank (^), able to write veffes in fuch a 
manner as to make us all alhamed, had not 
difdainqd to number me in the croud of her 
juft admirers* But it does not become me 
to enquire into this myftery, I venerate her, 
clip the wings of my vaiu glory, and haften 
^o fpeak my fentiments. You have known 
jne lojig, and know that the court in which 
I was born, and this in which I have refided 
twenty years, have not taught me the lan- 
guage of adulation. So that what I write, 
are not unmeaning words of courfe. 

Know then, that without your folemn 
proteftatioas, and coincident affertions of 

(h) The daughter of the Emperor Charles VIL after- 
wards Eleftricc of Saxony, who, at the deceafeof hereon- 
forty quitting politics, attached herfelf to mufic and poetry ; 
lyrote operas in Italian, fet them to mufic, and performed in 
Aem herfelf, in perfon. See Germ. Tour^ and fjiji. of 
Mujic^ vol. iv# p. 580t 

Other 



( ^34 ) 

other people to whom I cannot refufe giving 
credit, 1 Ihould never have been able to im- 
agine that a young princefs (hould be able to 
write, and in a foreign language, fuch excel- 
lent poetry. In the two cantatas, not only 
the delicate arrangement of the thoughts, 
the conneJciori of ideas, the feleftion of words, 
the harmony of the verfe, and the tender- 
nefs of expreffion, are admirable; but what 
furprifes me ftill more, is a certain artful fa- 
cility, which mere natural talents never fur- 
nifh; for here a firmnefs of pulfe appears^ 
which is only to be acquired by long and la- 
borious application. Now how is it poffible 
to imagine, that fuch painful means ihould 
ever have been put in praftice, by a perlbn, 
who, from the eminence of her ftation, can 
have fo few moments to herfelf ? 

I am impatient to receive the other com* 
pofitions which you promifc me ; and hence- 
forth you may be certain of having an im- 
portunate folicitor on your back ; for I fliail 
never let you reft in peace till I obtain from 
your friendfhip every thing of this kind that 
you can lay your hands on, unlefe prevented 
by an abfolute prohibition. 

I congratulate you on your two ferenatas, 
but on the Orfeo more than the Plotina. £a 

tht 
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the firft, the fubjeft being more poetical, has 

more inflamed your imagination than the 

other. 

Vienna, Jan. 25, 1 749* 



LETTER XII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Will my dear Abate never become an 
oeconomift? With the precious merchan- 
dize with which you all at once opprefled 
me in your letter of the 3d inllant, you might 
have been able to feed my poetical vanity 
for \v^hole years, however infatiable it may 
be. That a princefs placed by ' providence 
fo much above the generality of mortals, 
fhould deign to fufFer the produftions of her 
admirable talents to be leen by me j that with 
a fovereign and precious command fhe fhould 
put it out of all doubt, from what fublime 
fourcc my enviable fortune came; and that 
fuch a glorious motive for me fhould be af- 
figned for fuch condefcenfion ; are all fuper- 
abundant temptations, fufticient to render 
cynic indifference ambitious, and to diflurb 
ilgic infenfibility. But that flie fliould pufh 

her 
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her generofity fo far as to aflign to me her 
own happy gifts, is ^ circumftance which 
juftifies what 1 have formerly written ; 

Che nnafpecie di tormento 
E Peccejfo delpiacer (cj. 

I have read, and fh^ll often read again^ the 
firft aft ofDemefrio^ziid am unable to defcribe 
to you the plealure J have had in feeing one 
of my own children correfted of all natural 
defefts, and ornamented with fuch qualities 
as the poverty of the parent could never hcr 
ftow* I fhould be proud of its prefent mag- 
nificent appeiarance, if I did not recoiled^ 
how many rivers, in their courfe, are increaf- 
cd by confluent waters, and enriched by gold, 
which they never derive from their niggard 
Iburce. Do you my dear Pafquini, who have 
not fo many motives of confufion as I, fuf- 
tain your friend in this dilemma ; take his 
place, and reprefent for me to this beneficent 
and royal proteftrefs, the fentiments of vencr 
ration, gratitude and wonder, which I feel 
top forcibly for expreffion; and if you beilieve 
that my fupplications can be of any efficacy, 
unite them with your own, and with thofq 

(c) One fpecies of torment is the excefs of pleafurc^ 
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of the whole poetic family, that the terribid 
threat may never be put in pradlice, of de- 
priving Parnaflus of fo illuftrious a votary. 

Rcprefent likewife, I entreat you, with 
the moft profound relpeft, how much I feel 
myfelf honoured by the clemency of the 
royal eledoral prince, and recommend me as 
much as poffible to his patronage. Tell him 
that in obedience to his commands, which, 
are fb glorious for me, I have already begun 
the revifal of my Attilto Regolo (^), and as 
foon as finifhed, it fhall be configned to the 
care of the Saxon minifter at this court, for 
its greater fccurity and difpatch. Happy- 
will it be for me, if this my offspring is al- 
lowed, in my ftead, to pay its court to a prince 
fo worthy of univerfal admiration! And do 
you intercede, that my Attilio may never 
again return to Vienna, as it cannot obtain, 
in other hands, greater glory or protection. 

I am very fenfible that you are the favour- 
able wind, which colleds on my hea^ this 
fliower of royal favour; think then how 
grateful this muft be to my heart, and how 
much it muft encreafe in me that fmcere and 

{d) This opera, written in 1740, was prevented from 
being performed, by the death of the emperor Charles VI. 

tender 
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tender regard which I fliall never ceaie to 
feel for you. 

P. S. In fending my letters to the poft, 
I have been put in poflTeffion of another par- 
cel from you, containing the fecond a6l of 
Demetrio^ and a cantata. In fpite of hurry, 
I have twice run through this laft. Oh poor 
Pafquini! and poor me! If fbvereigns write 
filch excellent poetry, what is to become of 
us wretched plebeian bards ! 

Vienna, Feb. 5 th, 1749. 

LETTER XIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

Loaded with the applaufe and efteem of 
the whole city and court, our moft amiable 
Venturini fets off on his return to Drefden; 
and carries with him my Attilio Regolo^ in 
order to be prefented to his royal highnefs 
the eledoral prince of Saxony. 

Since my laft letter, having fpoken to my 
moft auguft patronefs, I have obtained pater* 
nal and defpotic power over my Attilio i {0 
that I now completely enjoy the enviable 
felicity of being able to offer this fmall tri- 
bute to fuch a great and enlightened prince, 
who deigns to be fo xmlimitedly my protec- 
I tor. 



tor. Let him lock it up in the fecrct recef- 
fes of his cabinet; expofe it to viciflitudes of 
the ftage ; or gratify the curiofity of the pub- 
lic, by printing it, I fhall always regard its 
fate as happy to what ever ufe it fhall be 
deftined by the arbitration of fuch a priuce. 
Certain that my name ^nd writings have 
fometimes the fupreme glory to occupy his 
thoughts, I eagerly feizc this opportunity of 
laying at his feet this fmall teftimony of my 
fubmiffion and impatient gratitude. The 
gift is unworthy of him, 

Ne che poco to vl dia ia imputar fino 
Se quanto pojjo dar tutto vi dono. 

** If all I can beftow I freely give, 

^ No blame is due for gift diminutive. 

Though deceived by friendfhip yourfelf, 
you did wrong to deceive his highnefs with 
relpc6t to the merit of Attilioi take care 
however to continue the deceit. The un-* 
deceiving would now coft too much to him, 
who is ever yours. 

Vienna, Feb. a6th. 1749. 



LET. 
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LETTER XIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

YouK lettef of the 1 7th of laft month, 
has really comforted me, with the certainty 
that you did not take amifs the liberty with 
which I treated your Canzone. But I was 
to blame for doubting it. You know me 
lufficiently to be certain, that criticifin fron^ 
me can flow from nothing but true friend- 
ihip. I kno\s| too that you aflc my opinion. 
Hot as is generally 'done, to procure praife, 
but to be mote certain, by the vote of one in 
the trade. And I (hould feel guilty of treach- 
ery, if I did not wholly open my heart, even 
at the rifk of difpleafing you. So that I 
place among your moft confiderable merits, 
that exemplary docility which you poffeisj 
and which is fb uncommon to poets. 

And, in return, you Ihould not forget to 
number among mine, the heroifm with 
which I undertake to obey you, when in ex- 
amining your works, I riik the cruel alter- 
native, either of deceiving, or offending you* 
But I fee how you think on thefe fubjefts, io 

that 
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that I may venture to ufe that freedom with 
you which I could not do with others. 

Vienna, March i, 1749. 



LETTER XV: 

TO THE SAME. 

I AM enchanted with the 3d aft of D^- 
fnetrio^ which arrived with your laft letter. 
It feems to me as if the beneficent hand 
which . has undertaken to enrich me, has 
been ftill more prodigal in this gift, than in 
either of the former. My dear Abate, if I 
was lefs fearful of being fufpefted of adula* 
tion, I fhould enlarge more on this fubjeft. 
But the enormous diftance between the 
writer and the encomiaft, will but too much 
authorize fufpicion. However, I cannot 
contain myfelf fo entirely, as not to confefs, 
candidly, that I had never believed it pof- 
lible, to meet with fo formidable a rival in 
the fplendid buftle of a court. But this ii 
all entre nous. In the fortunate moments 
that you will be allowed to fpeak to this in- 
comparable Princefs, forget not to make 
known what I think of her talents; you 

VOL.. I. R cannot 
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cannot fay lialf fo much as I think, nor h 
little, perhaps, as not to offend. As my im- 
mediate plenipotentiary, your commiflion 
extends no further than to implore her royal 
patronage, and to reprefent, in every point 
of view, my profound veneration. 

Would to heaven my Attilio^ with all his 
father's defefts on his head, may afford his 
Eledoral Highnefs a moment's amufement, 
in return for the many favours with which 
his clemency has deigned to honour me. I 
recommend the poor pilgrim to your care : 
fliew him the road, inftrud, recommend, 
condud, and let him, through your means, 
enjoy all the rights of hofpitality. I know 
not whether he has more claims to favour 
than his brothers ; but he has certainly coft 
me the moft pains in educating ; and is lefe 
deficient in that folidity, which, though they 
never arrived at it, I endeavoured to pro- 
cure for them all. 

I congratulate you on your beautiful ode 
on Count Bruhl. It has really furprifed 
me, as I was ignorant of your powers in the 
Pindaric ftyle. It is majeftic, (pirited, rich 
in thoughts and images, and full of the fire 
and fancy which charaderize that fpecies of 
compofition. In fhort, it feems to mc, as if 
... your 
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your Mecaenus ought to be pleafed with his 
Horace. I am much obliged by your com- 
munication of it, and wifli you a long en- 
joyment of that juvenile vigour which fuch 
enterprifes require. 

It is very true that I have not only once, 
but many times, entreated various perfons 
to remind the worthy Count Vacherbart of 
my ancient reverence and attachment to 
his perfon. I learned to refpeft him from 
the firft moment of my arrival at this court, 
where he then refided; and the univerfal 
opinion of his fingular merit, which has 
lince increafed, makes me proud of my 
fagacity. 

I wifli you much better health than you 
enjoyed when you wrote your laft letter. 
Africa weeps, my dear Pafquini (r), and 
Italy does not fmilc : let us enjoy the few 
tranquil days which are ftill allowed us by 
providence, and tolerating the prefcnt evils, 
hope for future good. 

Vienna, March 8, 1749* 

(e) This fcems to allude to the infults which the Italian 
States had received, at this time, from the Algerines; who, 
with a fleet of eleven fhips, had alarmed the coaft of Naples, 
intending to feize the King in the ifle of Porcida^ where 
he was huntinf;. 

R 2 LET- 
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LETTER XVL 

TO THE SAME. 

I HAVE great occafion for your affiftance, 
but much more for your counfel. And as I 
have no reafon to think that you will deny^ 
me either, I fhall proceed to bufinefs with- 
out preface* 

You will remember, or if you fhould not, 
the annexed memorial will remind you, that 
I loft an office in the kingdom of Naples, 
to which I had been appointed by the Em- 
peror Charles VI. All others under the 
fame circumftances, at the peace, fet about 
recovering their rights ; I only remained 
tranquil, not being animated to any fiich 
hope by the general tenor of my perverfe 
fortune. But all my friends, from whom 
my vanity could not conceal the innumerable 
favours with which I had been honoured by 
the clemency of your princes, have loudly 
and unanimoufly cenflired my indolence, in 
not applying to fuch powerful patrons, who 
might, with fo much probability of fuccefs, 
favour my petition to the Queen of the two 
Sicilies. Not being able to refift thefe re- 

monflrances, 
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monftrances, I have drawn up the inclofed 
memoriaL Now begins your miniftry, as 
counfellor and commifTary. 

As counfellor therefore, read, and confi- 
der both' the letter and memorial ; examine 
impartially, whether the juftice of my caufe 
deferves pity and prote6lion. Tell me if it 
appears to you that I may fafely implore the 
affiftance of thefe royal perfonages, without 
appearing what I am not, a mercenary 
man ; but in this fecond difcuffion, it is 
necefTary I fliould affure you, that when I 
thought of doing myfelf the honour of lay- 
ing my Attilio at the feet of the Eledoral 
Prince, I never dreamed of \x\y loft place in 
the kingdom of Naples. You know me 
well enough to believe this ; but that is not 
fufficient. My protedors muft likewife be- 
lieve it ; for I prize their good opinion much 
more than all the wealth of Croellts. Exa- 
mine, laftly, whether, without repugnance, 
your court would undertake to fiipport my 
claims on that of Naples. If, on inquiry, 
you think the attempt improper, be filcnt, 
never mention the bufinefs, and I fliall be 
indebted to you for your advice. If, how- 
ever, you are of a different opinion, you 
ihen become my commiffary. 

R3 la 
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In that cafe, tlirow yourfelf at the feet of 
their Royal Highneffes, explain the affair, 
and my want of proteftion ; implore their af- 
iiflance; procure melikewife, by their means, 
that of the King and Queen ; requeft the coun- 
fel and afliftancc of his excellence Count Vach- 
crbart ; folicit recommendations, which wiU 
be more efficacious, the fooner they are pro- 
cured. Vifit, fpcak, write, and, in ihort, 
do every thing for me that 1 fhould do for 
you, in fimilar circumftances. I received no 
letter from you to-day, but flatter myfelf 
that want of health has not occafioned your 
fijcnce. Continue to love me, howevcf 
troublefome I may be. 

Vienna, March 15, 1749, 

LETTER XVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

By your moft welcome letter of the loth 
inftant, as well as. by one froni our dear 
Vcnturini, I am alTured of the gracious re- 
ception of my pilgrim, Attilioy by his Elec^ 
toral highnefs. I did not doubt of his cle- 
mency ; but cpnfefs, that I was very anxious 

for 
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for letters to <ronfirm it ; as, befidcs the re*^ 
verence due to a pcrfonage who unites to 
his eminent ftation fo many virtues and 
accomplifhments, I had conceived for him, 
after being prefented to him at Vienna, a'^ 
certain afFedlion, which I fliould call love, 
if I knew how to reconcile that word with 
refpeft as well in my letter as in my heart. 
You, by long habit, will underftand me ; 
therefore try, in proper time and place, to 
explain my meaning. 

The thought of my laft tirefome packet 
arriving in an evil hour, juft when you were 
on the point of holding a ferious conference 
with the good fon of Maja, vexes me ex- 
tremely. If I was as much a prophet as a 
poet, I fhould not have been guilty of fb 
great a blunder. Pardon, and pity me, for 
weakly giving way to the cries of my friends, 
fo far as to undertake an application, to 
which I felt a prefaging repugnance. At 
prefent, I muft write to our dear Venturini, 
which will be fbme relief to you. Commu- 
nicate to him my letters, and the whole 
bulinefs. Decide together ou the propriety 
of the application, and if it is agreed on, 
beg him to do every thing for me, that you 
would wi(h him to do for yourfelf. Adding 

R 4 to 
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to the information, that the Marquis Malafr 
pina, the prime minifter at Naples, has al- 
ways manifefted a partiality for me ; if, 
therefore, he fhould be deemed a fit inftru- 
ment to fecond the principal impulfe, forget 
not to make ufe of him. 

I doubt not, but that powerful divinity, 
whofe votary you are, will t^ke as much 
care of your frame, as he has hitherto done 
of your genius. However, I am impatient 
to know from yourfelf the efFefts of his pa^ 
tronage. Gratify my affedionate folicitude, 
and fail not to let me know the progrefs of 
pur fuit. 

Vi^lina, March 22, 1749. 



LETTER XVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Last Saturday evening, after I had 
written and fent my letter to the poft, 
your's pf the 17th ixiftant was brought tp 
me, and with it the copy of his excellency 
Count Vaphebart's note. I could not then, 
to my great afflidion, acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of them, for want of time ; byt tO;. 

day, 
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day, having more leifurc, I perceive my{elf 
in a worfe condition, for want of an honeft 
excufe for my filence. Indeed this new and 
authentic teftimony, of the extraordinary 
goodnefs with which the Eleftoral Prince 
and Princefs honour me and my works, has 
fo agitated my mind, that I am totally 
unable to write. I have no power to ex- 
prefs the extraordinary emotions of vain- 
glory, confufion, gratitude, reverence, and 
many other efFe6ls, which 1 feel on this oc- 
cafipn. They are fuch temptations, my 
dear Abate, as would dillurb the modera- 
tion of the moft tranquil I^yceum, as well 
as the ftormy Parnaflus. Think of my 
honour ; reprefent me fuch as I ought to be, 
for it may not be to my advantage were you 
to defcribe me fuch as I am. However, in 
the midft of this delight, I am Efficiently 
reafonable to perceive, from the ftyle, the 
part which the moft worthy writer has had 
in procuring me royal favour, and with how 
much pleafure he communicates it. Exr 
plain to him, in my name, the fenfibility 
with which I perceive the obligations I have 
to hi? zeal, 

Vienna, March a6, 1749. 
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LETTER XIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

I HAVE not leifure for a long anfwer ta 
your letter of the 24th ; but I (hall haften 
to fatisfy your doubts : for the office required, 
will become more difficult to obtain, as the 
prefent circumftances of the peace become 
more diftant. The following, therefore, arc 
the particulars you wiih to know previous 
to your application to Count Vacherbart. 
The place then, of which I demand the 
rcftijtution, was not conferred on any other 
pdrfon, to my knowledge, at Vienna. This 
charge was eftimated at a thoufand Neapo- 
litan ducats per annum ; but I am unable to 
inform you whether it ftill retains its value. 
The King of Naples has reftored all the 
confifcated places to luch as have proved a 
valid title ; and (uch is fu rely mine, having 
received it in lieu of a lalary agreed on, but 
not paid. Whether any have been reftored, 
that were free-gifts at Vienna, I k;iow not. 
Remember that the Marquis Malaipina, will 
fupply information and fecond endeavours, 
but will not be the firft mover. The chief 

force 
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force muft have come from higher powers. 
And an office de communibus is not fufficient. 
If you difcover rocks, ftop immediately, 
A zephyr will not fuffice for our navigation, 
we muft have a brilk gale. I rejoice moft 
heartily at your recovery. 

Vienna, March 29, 1749- 

LETTER XX. 

TO THE SAMte. . ' 

I ACKNOWLEDGE, in great hafte,- the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the 7th inftant, and 
beg that the reafons may ceafe which pre- 
vented your anfwering mine. The Marquis 
Malafpina has not told you a fingle circum- 
ftance of which I had not previoufly apprifed 
you. If my affair could have been adjudged 
in a court of jufticc, I ihould not have ap- 
plied to fuch great prote£lors. My receiver-- 
Jhip was not granted as a compenfation for 
merit ; it was an equivalent for a portion of 
promifed falary^ not ajjignei. I alked four 
thoufand florins, the iiim allowed Apoftolp 
Zeno ; three only were ' granted, and, for 
excufe, it was faid that the exchequer could 
be charged with no more ; but it was pro- 
mifed to be made up to me by fome other 
I- means. 
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means. Hence the proteftion refted on the 
proverb : that unpaid merit may pafs for 
ready money. Nor do I well know how a 
court of juftice could be called on to enforce 
Ibch promifes of reward ; though, in equity, 
the refufal would have a bad appearance. 
But thefe are all reveries, to which your letter 
led me ; they fhall be written how^ever, 
iince you wifli it, to Count Hichecourt, 
though 1 muft confels that I do not approve 
your plan. We daily advance into the 
croud of human wants, and yet you would 
renounce, in a "great meafure, the mpans of 
fopplying them. But enough of this. If 
the thing is refolved, all counfel is -vahi, 
Addio, dear Pafcjuini. 

Vieniaa, April 12, I749« 

LETTER XXI. 

TO THE SAME. 

By your kind letter of the 24th injftant, 
I perceive with what zeal the Eledtoral 
Prince Royal has undertaken to patronize 
my pretenfions. Upon fo folid a foundation, 
1 feera authorized to build great hopes ; and 
if thefe (hould fail, there will always remain 
^he glprious rememhrance of a patronage. 
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which does me fb much honour. I entreat 
you, my dear rebate, in fome dextrous mo- 
ment, to reprefent to this royal protedor^ 
how much my refpeft is increafed by his be- 
nevolence. Nor forget to atteft to his ex- 
cellence Count Vacherbart, how fmcerely I 
acknowledge myfelf indebted to him, for the 
royal propenfity towards me, which his ex- 
ample has procured. I have no doubt, but 
that the fear of precedent will be pleaded 
againft me. But againft this objeftion, fe- 
veral expedients are fuggefted in my memo- 
rial. 

Vienna, April 26, 1749. 



LETTER XXII. 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI. 

Your very kind letter of the 2d of May 
deferved no cenfure, I know how afFedion- 
ately you wifhed to keep the correfpondence 
alive, without writing merely for the lake 
of writing, contrary to ftipiilation. Nor h 
your letter fo empty as you pretend. The 
afllirances of your having difcovered how 
fmcerely the Marquis della Rocca, and Count 
Ormea loved me ; and your interpretations 

of 
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of the moft amiable Madame del Bene, are 
very plaufable materials and occafions for a 
letter, without any other legal pretext. Re- 
turn aloud, in my name, to the two firft, the 
moft tender and refpeclful acknowledg- 
ments ; proteft to the third, in a more mo- 
deft tone, but not lefs expreffive, how fenfi- 
ble I am of the honour which fhe is pleafcd 
to confer on me. 

You are much miftaken if you fiippofc 
me to be an enthufiaftic colle6torof Antiques* 
I have none in my poffeflion, except a few 
for common ufe. My purfe and patience 
are engaged in more neceflary works. It 
would be infupportable to me, if I were 
conftantly in the hands of impoftors. I 
would give the whole mufeum Florentinum^ 
for fome little piece of excellent modern 
workmanfhip, which has neither undergone 
the examination of that nor any other aca* 
demy. You fee how capricious my poetics 
are, by this confeffion. Count Canale falutes 
you cordially. I beg you will not forget to 
recommend me to the orifbns of your 
prieftefs, and believe me moft conftantly 

yours. 

Vienna, May 28, i749» 

END OF THE FIFTH SECTION. 
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SECTION VI. 



LETTER. I. 

TO FARINELLI. 

A THOUSAND bleffings light on, my admi- 
rable Gemello ! Your letter of the 28 th of 
January has generoufly aftoniflied our poor 
Migliavacca, with the gift of 300 Ungheri. 
It was with the greateft difficuly that he 
could believe it real. He knew he did not 
merit any fuch fum, though he was in fuch ex- 
treme want of it, that he abfolutely thought 
it to have been miraculoufly fent, by the holy 
King David, the protedor of poets. It has 
given me infinite pleafure to think myfelf, in 
ibme meafure, the inftrument which provi- 
dence has ufed in fiiccouring this poor man; 
andftill more, that the rumour of fuch uncom- 
mon generofity does fo much honour to my 
dear twin brother. Migliavacca will not be 
filent ; and I have filled both the city and 
court with the ftory. I have every day the 
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fktisfaftion of being called upon by perfons 
of the higheft diftinftion, to confirm the 
fa6l, and confequently of being required to 
repeat the narration, and of obferving what 
univerfal juflice is done you. How happy it 
makes me to perceive that we think alike. 
There are thoufands and thoufands of old 
and new reafons to prove that you have 
done rio;ht. The world will not foon forget 
to fpeak of you. 

I am glad the Armida placata pleafes you, 
and I believe, under your direftion, that it 
cannot fail of fuccels. To fatisfy you with 
refpe6l to the embellifhments at the end, 
which you feem to wifli, I have two expe- 
dients ; thefe I have pointed out to Miglia- 
vacca, and when he has executed them in 
the manner agreed on, I will, as ufual, lend 
a hand, in order that you .may be ferved as 
you ought. In one of thefe expedients, it 
is propoled, by the power of enchantment, 
to introduce into the texture of the drama, 
the court of Apollo or the Sun, according 
to your wifh. But as the deftru£lion of the 
enchantment is neceflary to the cataftrophe 
of the opera, the laft eight or ten verfes 
muft be recited in the natural grove which 
was feen at the beglninng of the piece. 
3 And 



And withr this I know not whether you will 
be fatisfied. A fimilar expedient was, how- 
ever, received with applaufe in my Sogrio di 
Scipione. Another method of introducing a 
magnificent fcene with whatever machinery 
you may wifli, is to have a Licenza^ or 
compliment at the end, wholly detached 
from the texture of the drama ; appro- 
priating the whole feftival to a name-day, 
or birth-day, of fome royal perfonage. In 
this cafe, the a6tion maybe terminated without 
being maimed : and the fcene chang-ed to 
the Palace of tlie Sun, with as much fplendor 
and magnificence, as you pleafe. Here our 
mafter Apollo, angry with the Mufes, and the 
Genii their followers, with which the m.a- 
chine will be filled, in a pompous recitative 
and air, will tell them, he wonders ex- 
tremely that being engaged to fing the 
praifes of the Gods of Manfanare *, they 
Ihould lofe their time in reprefentlng the 
madnefs of Rinaldo and Armida. And com- 
manding them aill, upon pain of excommu- 
nication, to follow him inlT:antly and begin 
the work: the Mufes and Genii, imme- 
diately rifing from their feats on the ftagc, 
in order to obey him, form a magnificent 

* The river, on the banks of which Madrid Is built. 
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dance to the harmony of a full choni5, 
wiftiing the audience a good night. In this 
expedient it is neither neceffary that the 
performance (hould be on a name or birth- 
pay. The Licenza^ or farewel, may be 
contrived to ferve for any other common 
day, as every day is proper to pay refpeft to 
the fovercign of a court. For my own part, 
I fhould not hefitate a moment, my dear 
Farinelli, to adopt this fecond method : as 
the firft, to my conception,, would always 
appear like a wen, or tail added to the {ti-^ 
tival, which does not fit, and Ipoils the 
cataftrophe ; and at laft, to thefe difadvan- 
tages, muft be added that of returning tf//* 
orrido Bofco'^ ^ for the final verfes. Oh, but 
fay you, if the firft manner is fo bad, why 
propofe, write, and corre6l it ? Softly, Ibftly, 
my mafter. In the firft place, if you will 
abfolutely adopt it, there Vv^ould be no hereiy 
in it worthy of the inquifition. And, fe- 
condly, I muft have convinced you, that if, 
unluckily, every thing is not arranged to 
your mind, it is not for want of pains, but 
literally from the impoflibihty of the enter- 
prife. Migliavacca will fend you, by the 

* To the hgrt id woo^.'^'^^^Thc final chorus of the opera. 
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next poft, what has been doing; and, fi*- 
nally, I return to the charge of recom^ 
mending to you the choice of the fecond ex* 
pedient for a Licenza. 

When, in the name of wonder, will my 
bleffed pifture arrive ; Prince Trivulzi every 
poft affures me, that you ought to have re-^ 
ceived it by this time. We Ihall fee whe* 
ther my evil geniusVill not piirliie, even my 
portrait. 

1 do not remind you of the Neapolitan af- 
fair, as it would be an injury to your friend- 
fhip to imagine it wanted a ftimulus. If 
ever it fhould fucceed, I fhall make fuch a 
noife about it, that, for your fovereign's glory 
and your own, it Ihall extend to China* 

You flatter my vanity too much in mak-^ 
ing me hope that my • writings fbmetimes 
obtain the approbation of fo enlightened a 
princefs, as your royal miftrefs. Such 
temptations as thefe would vanquifli the 
moderation of the moft humble and refigned 
philofopher. Think then what a tumult 
they muft raifc in the breaft of a poet ! Do 
you, my dear Gemello, who thanks to- the 
fingular talents with which providence has 
furnifhed you, have the fupreme happinefs 
of approaching her throne, implore for me 
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{o great a patronage ; and in letting her kno\^ 
that I am not a ftranger to the praifcs of her 
numerous royal qualities, try to obtain for 
me the fovereign influence of her favour. 

My nofe and my health are extremely 
thankful to you for having thought of them. 
They ought in gratitude to be both em- 
ployed in your fervice ; yet I own myfelf at 
a lofs how to ufe the firft with any hope of 
giving you pleafure. — But ftay — I Avill fad- 
die it with a huge pair of (peftaclcs every 
time I write to you, though hitherto I have 
had no occaflon for them. 

All the ladies whom you lalute, return 
yourfalutations, but particularly the countefs 
of Althan. The poor countefs of Fouchs h 
ftill ftruggling with a terrible cough, which 
had reduced her to a fkeleton. At prefent 
her life is not in immediate danger, but her 
recovery will, inevitably, be very flow. By 
this time you muft be fufficiently tired. 
Pray love me in exchange for the friendlhip, 
efteem, and afFe6tion, which I fhall ever re- 
tain for you. 

Vienna, March 8, 1749. 



k 



I. E T- 



( ^6i ) 



LETTER III. 

TO THE SAME, 

And fo your hand writing is fb precious, 
that there is no afpiring at the poffeflion of 
fuch a blefling, without having firll: fighed 
for it many Olympiads ! Ah barbarous ! Un- 
grateful man ! Hyrcanian tiger ! Deaf ad- 
der ! Mountain cat ! Tarantula of Apulia ! 
In fo many months could it never enter your, 
head, to let me know that you were alive ! 
I believe that the ftreams of Manfanare are 
the waters of Lethe, and that you fwim in 
them like a trout. I believe that you have 
entirely forgot my name, and if any one 
Ihould mention it, you would afk, who is this 
Metaftafio ? I made Migliayacca corredl: the 
Armida Placata^ and it was fpeedily tranf- 
mitted to you. I wrote to you about this 
and my own affairs. I hoped that my pic- 
ture muft be arrived by this time, and the 
delicate commiflion I gave you, executed ; but 
with all tht{G Jlimu/ij not one fign of life is 
given. I would have you take care of your 
felf. Either contrive to diiarm my poetical 
fury, or I fliall transfix you with a fatire in 
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your praife, fufficient to make the beard of 
the Farnefe Hercules tremble, though made 
of ftone. And here I begin. A beautiful 
lady whofe nods are laws, knowing that we 
are friends, will have me write to you in 
order to propofe for your theatre, a firen' of 
ours, whom fhe prote6ts. The iiren recom-^ 
mended is called Colomba Mattel^ ihe is a Ro- 
man, and feems about two or three and 
twenty, at moft. Her voice is a foprano, 
clear in tone, without defefts ; has great 
agility, and extends, with eafe, to two oftaves, 
from B to b. Sings in good tafte, and has 
a good portamento. She has a well propor* 
tioned figure, fine eyes, is not ugly, a6h 
well, and is very ambitious of diftinguifhing 
hcrfelf by her performance. Here fhe has 
acquired univerfal applaufe, as well for her 
finging, as adlion ; though on the fame ftage 
with our African, the Tefi, the capricious 
CafFariello, and a tenor in the fervice of the 
Eleftor of Cologn, called RaafF, who fings 
like a feraph. I, who am the father of all 
doubters, hear her with pleafure, and (hould 
not know what more to wifh in her, if her 
ftature, which is fo genteel and well propor^ 
tioned, had a little more height, and her 
voice, with all its fweetnefs and agility, had 
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a very little more fullnefs. She has per* 
formed three years at Palermo, as firft wo- 
mon ; at Naples, as fecond, with the Aftrua ; 
as firft at the court of Bareith, in the nomi- 
nal fervice of which fhe is at prefent ; and 
now fhe is fecond to the Tefi ; but will fing 
no more as fecond, unlefs with a few of thq 
moft celebrated profeflbrs on the fl:age; as (he 
knows that the reft are not better than her-^ 
felf. The gentlemen who dire6t the opera, 
have already requefted her to remain here 
Another feafon ; but (he keeps them in (u(^ 
penfe, having heard from fome Maeftro di 
Capella or other, before (he quitted Naples, 
that (he would have an application from Ma-^ 
drid ; and it appears to me, that (he is more 
partial to the Doubloons of Spain, than the 
Ungheri of Germany. I am not anxious 
that you (hould engage her ; but I very much 
wi(h that the lady who patronifes her, (hould 
)be convinced how implicitly (he has beeii 
obeyed. So th^t if you do not want her, alt 
leaft write ra^ a letter that may preferve* 
my credit. But if you (hould wiflh to enter 
into a treaty with her, in order to fave time, 
at (b enormous a diftance, you might include 
in youi: letter to me, a (ketch of an article, 
fpecifying the falary and the conditions by 
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which it is to be obtained ; and by this fketch, 
I ihall regulate my conduft, always ftudying 
your intereft moil ailuredly more than that 
that of any other. I muft tell you, that I 
make a great Tacrifice, by entering into this 
theatrical negociation. Though if you were 
to fee from what beautiful lips the com- 
mands I execute came, you would approve 
my condefcenfion. But let us have done 
with firens*. 

How am I to account for your profound 
filence about my loft place, which has fo 

* By this account of the opera fingers at Vienna, in 
1749, we may judge of Metaftafio's opinions, candour, 
and good tafte, in fpeaking of vocal talents. CaffarelU 
came young into England, to great disadvantage, as the 
immediate fucceffor of FarinelU ; but afterwards mounted 
to the fummit of his art, not only in talents, but caprice. 
The Teji never was in England, nor a favourite of Metaf- 
tafio ; but as an afirefs, as well as finger, in a grand, more 
than an amiable ftyle, flie acquired great reputation, par- 
ticularly in the German courts. His character of the 
Mattel is exaft to the niceft degree of difcrimination, as 
many perfons ftill living, who faw and heard her after- 
wards in England, as fecond woman with Afingottiy and 
flrft with Potenza and Eiizij will allow. And the high 
praife he has beftowed on the celebrated Tenor, Raafj was 
that of every feeling judge of vocal abilities w'ho heard 
him. See charadleis of all thcfe opera fingers : Mt^cal 
Tdursy ^ndUj/i. of Mujic^ vol iv. 

long 
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long afflifted me ? You have perhaps loft 
all courage at the firft repuile ? Has a flight 

contrary wind then made you run into port? 
No, my dear Gemello : fuch little fortitude 
would never charafterize you. With a fair 
wind, no one would ever have recourfe to 
the powers of Farinelli. It is from the dif- 
ficulties of the enterprife, that it become* 
worthy of his care. If the doors are not 
opened at the firft attempt, they may per- 
haps at the fccond. And it happens fre- 
quently, that he who refifts the firft aflault, 
at the fecond, is vanquiftied. Remember 
that you are combatting for your fellow twin, 
in a rhoft juft caufe. And if it (hould be 
gained, it would be no difgrace in the eyes 
of Europe, either to thofe who granted, or 
thofe who folicited, the favour. 

You will, perhaps', be curious to know how 
CafFariello has been received ; and here fol- 
lows the true hiftory. The wonders related 

. of him by his adherents, had excited expec- 
tations of fomething above humanity ; but 
the firft night, he abfolutely difpleafed every 
body, and was moft clearly and univerfally 
difapproved. He faid that he was fo op- 
preiTed and difconcerted by the prefence of 
their Imperial Majefties, that he could not 
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other period of his, life; and yet, in his let- 
ters, he has given frequent proofs of hilarity, 
particularly in writing to his firft and con* 
ftant patronefs, the Princefs di Belmonte. 
Two of thefe letters, not in the coUeftion 
publifhed at Nice, have been inferted in Sig. 
Saverio Mattel's Memoirs of the poet. 

The firft contains an account of an earth- 
quake that happened in Germany, in June 
1749, which he defcribes in the following 
manner. 

" On Monday was fevennight, at 3' o'clock 
in the afternoon, we were favoured with 
the unexpeded vilit of an earthquake, an 
animal hardly known in thefe regions. The 
efFeds of this vilit were certainly not flight, 
as there is fcarcely a fingle perfon here who 
did not perceive it; and if the city has 
efcaped from damage, the environs and the 
country have fufFered confiderably, by the 
appearance of great bodies of water, without 
knowing whence they came, and which 
have inundated confiderable trafts of land. 
The motion was not, as ufual, undulatory, 
from fide to fide, but upwards and down- 
wards, which will perhaps account for 
the little damage which the buildings fiif- 
tained* The principal (hock was preceded 
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jiiid followed by others, but much lefs vio- 
lent. /Your excellency will eafily believe, 
that we are full of terrors ; as indeed wc 
well may, as this is one of the leaft amuf- 
ing of all nature's fports ; and as it has hap- 
pened in a country not at all ufed to com- 
pliments of this kind, it is natural that, befides 
the uflial fear on fuch occafions, it fliould 
have produced all the lymptoms of a terrible 
furprife. You will take it for granted, that 
our churches are full, and our theatres 
empty ; our muficians idle, and our preach- 
ers fatigued ; that we are covered with fack- 
cloth and afhes, and, in Ihort, that Vienna 
refembles Nineveh in penitence. But your 
excellence will now be pleafed to obferve, 
how pofTible it is, from good reafoning, to 
draw falfe conclulions. Nothing of all this 
has happened. The theatres were never 
more frequented ; the inhabitants more fe- 
rene ; or affemblies more chearful. We did 
indeed, for about two days, talk of this un- 
expefted gueft ; but not more than we (hould 
have done of a Rhinoceros, an Elephant, or 
any other ftrange animal, x^t the time I 
am writing this letter, it is no longer fpoken 
of: and the journey of Madamoifelle Taglia^ 
wm\ the dancer, through this city, fron\ 
I Italy 



( 270 ) 

Italy to Drefden, has iuirantly fuperfeded 
all kind of mention of the earthquake in our 
converfation. Your Excellence will con^ 
elude, from this moft faithful account, how 
much more quiet our confciences are here, 
than elfewhere : and that nature has benign- 
ly furnilhed us with that fortitude and equa- 
nimity, without trouble, which, in other 
countries, is only to be acquired by a long 
and painful ftudy of philofophy. Nor is your 
Excellency to believe, that this heroifm is 
granted here to none but the Germans : this 
hoipitable climate communicates its privi- 
leges, even to foreigners : for I have obfer- 
ved the fame firmnefs in all the Italians refi- 
dent in this city. So true it is, that coward- 
ife is a diforder which is caught by the mind, 
as the fmall-pox or meazles by the bpdy/* 

In a fecond letter to the fame princefs, 
dated July the 5th, we have a very pleafant 
and lively relation of a 7weedle-dum and 
'T'Uueedle-dee quarrel, which had juft hap- 
pened in the Opera-houfe at Vienna^ 

" In exchange for the mufical news with 
which your Excellence has honoured me, 
concerning our amiable friend, Monticelli^ I 
fhall give you fome military tidings of our 
valian.t Cqffarelliy who a few days ago, gave 
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public proofs of his being no lefs a votary of 
Mars, than of Apollo. For my misfortune, 
I was not prefent at thefe military feats: 
but the following is a moft faithful narrative. 
The Poet of this theatre, is a Milanele 
young man, defcended from very worthy 
parents ; but inconiiderate, a great admirer 
of the fair fex, defpiiing money, and not 
more rich in abilities, than deficient in judg- 
ment. To this young author, the mana-. 
gers of this theatre have confided, not only 
the fettling the books of the words, but all 
the arrangements of the ftage. 1 know not 
whether it proceeded fiom rivalry of talents, 
or perfonal beauty, but the poet and the 
finger, from the beginning, have been upon 
the qui vhe^ and treated each other with 
fneers and larcafms. x\t length, Migliavacca 
(the poet) iffued out orders for a rehearfal 
of the opera that was preparing. All the 
performers obeyed the fammons, except 
Caffarelli', whofe abfencc was occaiioned, 
cither by a mutinous fpirit, or an innate 
averiion to every fpccics of obedience* 
However, at the end of the rehearfal, he 
appeared ; and to the falutations of the 
company, in a very contemptuous and dif- 
dainful manner, alked, JVbat was the ufe of 
4 thefe 
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thefe rchearfah ? The Coryphaeus anfwered, 
in a voice of authority, that " No one was 
obliged to be accountable to him for what 
was doing ;* that he ought to be glad that 
his own failure of attendance had been fiif- 
fered : that his prefence or his abfence would 
be of little utility to the fuccefs of the opera ; 
and though he did what he pleafed himfelf, 
he ought, at leaft, to let others do their 
duty." Cajfarelli violently irritated at the 
air of authority which Migliavacca had af- 
Himed, politely interrupted him by faying, 
that " he who had ordered fuch a rehearial 
was a folemn coxcomb/' — Here all the pa- 
tience and dignity of the direftor left him ; 
and fufFering himfelf to be blindly tranf- 
ported from a poetical fury, to a more igno- 
ble rage, he honoured the chanter with all 
thofe glorious titles which Caffarelli had 
merited in different parts of Europe ; and 
flightly touched, but in very lively colours, 
fome of the moft memorable tranfaftions of 
his life I nor was he likely fbon to come to 
a clofe ; but the hero of his panegyric, cut- 
ting the thread of his own praife, boldly 
cried out to the panegyrift ; ^' follow me, if 
thou haft courage, to a place where there is 
no one to alfift thee :" then moving towards. 
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the door, beckoned him to come oiit. Th6 
perplexed and threatened poet remained st 
moment in doubt: then fmihng, he fays; 
" truly fuch a rival as thee makes me blufh : 
but come along ! fince the chaftiiing mad- 
men and fools is always a chriftian work.'* 
And then advanced in order to take the 
field. But Caffarelli having either thought 
that the Mufes would not be fb valiant, of 
that^ according to the rules of the criminal 
law, a delhiquent ought to be punifted in 
loco patrati deliSii^ changed his firft refblu- 
tion of feeking another field of battle, and 
intrenching himfelf behind the door, drew 
his bright blade, and prefented the point to 
the enemy. Nor did the other refufe the 
conteft : 

Mafiero ancVegli il rllucente acciaf-o 
lAbero dulla placida guarina. 

But freeing from its peaceful fcabbard, h^ 
Fiercely the Ihining fteel difplays. 

The fpedatorg tremble : each calling on 
his titular faint ; expefting every moment to 
lee poetical and vocal blood fmoke upon 
the harpfichords and double^bafes. Till, at 
lengthy the Signora Teji^ rifing from under 
her canopy, where^ till now, (he had re- 
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mained a moft tranquil fpe6lator, walked 
gently, and in a ftately ftep, towards tho 
combatants. When (Oh ! fovereiga power 
of beauty !) the mad Caffarelliy ia the moft 
violent ebullition of his wrath, captivated 
and appeafed, by this unexpe£led teudernefs, 
meets her with rapture; throws away his 
fword, or rather lays it at her feet; begs 
pardon for his error, generoufly lacrificing 
to her his vengeance, and fealing repeated 
proteftations of obedience, refpeft, and hu- 
miliation, with a thoufand kifTes imprefled 
on the hand of the arbitrefs of his fury. The 
nymph lignificd forgivenefs by a nod; the 
poet fheathed his fword ; the lpe6lators be- 
gan to breathe ; and to the joyous found of 
horfe-laughs, the tumultuous affembly was 
difTolved, In collc6ting the numbers of the 
v.'ounded and the flain, none was found but 
the poor copyift, who contracted, in trying 
to feparate the combatants, a fmall contu-^ 
lion in the clavicula of the foot, from an 
involuntary kick of MigUavaccds Pcgafus. 
The next day the battle was recorded in an 
anonymous fonnet ; and foon after, an an- 
f.ver was produced by the belligerant poet. 
I. hope to procure a copy of both, to inclofe 
in thia letter. To day the German com-- 
X medians 
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medians will reprefent this extraordinary 
event on the ftage. They fay, that already 
not a place is to be had for love or money, 
and it is not yet twelve o'clock. I (hould be 
very glad to be one of the audience, if I 
were polfeffed of an invifible ring. 



LETTER III. 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI. 

I w A s meditating a fatire in your praife, 
to revenge my fulFeriugs from your barba- 
rous filence, when the Venetian ambaflador 
fent me your moft afFeftionate letter of the 
6th of May, written at Aranjues. I ought 
to conceal from you the afcendant you have 
over my foul, and the rapidity with which 
your hafid writing not only appeafed my 
wrath, but reprefented to my mind the moft 
minute circumftances of your merit, again ft 
which I have no defence. Pray make no 
bad ufe of this confeflion ; be more humane 
in future ; and do not rely too much on the 
fweetnefs of my temper. There is no bitter 
fb infupportable, as that which arifes from 
corrupted fweetnefs. You remember the 
Neapolitan pumpkins, called winter melons : 
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while they are found, how,ne6lareou9 ! But 
the inftant they begin to decay, how poi- 
lonous ! Suppofe your Metaftaiio to be one 
:of them, take care that he is not fpoiled, if 
you wifti not to be poifoned. Thank hea- 
ven ! my pidure has at length reached you. 
Oh how I envy its good fortune to be al- 
ways in the company of my dear Gemello, 
while I am feparated from him by half 
Europe ! 1 confefs great obligations to the 
portrait, as it has procured to the original 
the approbation of thofe moft clement mo- 
narchs. The account you have given me, is 
fufficient to turn the heads of all the hermits 
of the Thebaid; confider then what effeft 
it muft have had upon the mind of a poor 
grafshopper of ParnafiTus, naturally vain, like 
the reft of the poetical tribe. I never ceaie, 
from morning to night, repeating to myfelf 
Se le conofce en la car a, &c. ffj. What a pro- 
digious fatigue is it . not to believe all this, 
and tell it to the whole world ! This glory 
I owe to you, confider therefore how much 
I chink myfelf obliged to you. 

I am certain that Migliavacca is perfe6Uy 
contented with the magnificent prefent 

(/) A Neapolitan old ballad. 
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which you procured him, and beUeve he 
will never have (uch another as long as he 
lives, nor one acquired with lefs fatigue. 
Indeed he only fpoiled what I had iketched 
out;''OTfd!obliged me, for the credit of my 
infft'l5^|gfi*ion, and for your fake, to new 
write the principal fcenes ; to help the feet 
of the limping fongs, and, in fhort, to give 
myfelf more trouble than if he had not 
written a fingle verfe. It is, however, liif-^ 
ficient, that, by dint of fcolding and fretting, 
the piece is likely to^ have a good efFeft, if 
the perfbn who performs the part of Armida 
is a good ABrtce. I am unacquainted with 
the firft woman, and therefore can form no 
prognoftics. All I am certain of is, that 
the fuperb prefent made to Migliavacca has 
afforded me much more plealiire than I 
Ihould' have experienced if you had procured 
me a Cardinal's cap. It afforded me a fine 
text to preach on through the court and 
city; and an opportunity of acquainting 
every body with the noble and generous way 
of thinking of my dear Farinelli, for which 
I love hini ftill more than for that excel- 
lence which. fets him at the head of all the 
tuneful hierarchy. 

T 3 Would 
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Would to heaven I could boaft, my dear 
friend, that the nerves of my poor , head 
correfponded with the placid countenance 
which the painter has been pleafed to give 
to my portrait. This letter was begun the 
1 9th, will be finifhed, God willing, to-day, the 
25th. When I apply with a little attention, 
the nerves of my fenforium are put into a 
violent tumult. I grow as red as a drunk- 
ard ; and am obliged to quit my work, or 
heaven knows what might be the confe- 
quence. Moft people are deceived by ap- 
pearances, M^hich they do not believe; and 
my Imperial Miftrefs has been, and perhaps 
is now, in the fame error as yourfelf. How- 
ever, in revenge for my not having written 
any thing during the laft five years, though 
it was very much wifhed, Ihe has increafcd 
my fakiry, a few weeks ago, 500 florins, an- 
nually, for which I never had the leaft idea 
of foliciting. Think how much I muft 
blufli at finding myfelf fo unable to manifeft 
my gratitude for this Imperial bounty, which 
being fpontaneous during fuch an adverfe 
period as the prefent, is of infinitely more 
value, than much greater gifts, granted to 
folicitation in profperous times. I have 
therefore determined to try the ftrength 

of 
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of my head this fummer (if we are to have 
any, for we ftill wear cloth clothes), and 
give a teftimony to my Ibvereign of my in- 
clination, at leaft, by fome produftion, long, 
ihc|rt, good or bad, as it may happen* 

t'rom this too faithftil account, my dear 
Gemello may judge what promife I am able 
to make, to furnifli the opera you wifli for 
your court. If there is an individual in the 
world whom I wifli to pleafe, be afTured 
that it is yourfelf. But how can I attempt 
it, while I am fo deep in my fovereign's 
4kbt for paft indolence ? If my complaints 
fhould abate fufficiently to enable me to write 
the compofition 1 meditate, after duty is 
fulfilled, you will be my firft thought. I 
fwear it to you on the altar of friendfhip : 
a divinity invoked by all, though very little 
re{pe6led ; yet I hope to convince you that 
my devotion is free from hypbcrify. 

What a magnificent air is that which 
you have fent me ! If you had not confided 
to me, who was the author of it, I fhould 
have difcovered him by thofe Portamenti di 
voce^ which at prefent are no longer in 
fafhion among the bunglers of modern 
times. We have enjoyed this air many times, 
reafonably well executed, in Althan Houfe ; 

T 4 but 
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but this bgjiii is poifoned, by reflefting upon 
the almoft utter impoHibiUty of our ever 
hearing it in its perfeftion, from the mouth 
of the mafter of mafters- Oh how much 
have the Countefs Althan and all the comr 
pany t^.lked of you ! And with how many 
commiffions am I charged ! Imagine to 
yourfelf expreflions worthy of your merit; 
as the writing them would require a yoluipp 
inftead of a letter. ■ 

I perceive by. your.laft, that you have not 
forgotten my Neapolitan affair ; I am grate- 
ful to you for it. But our operations go qd 
fo flowly, that I car^not prelage much good. 
I forefaw the difficulties we were likely to 
encounter, through all the juftice of my 
caufe ; and if ypu were not the pilot of my 
veffel, I fhould give her over for loft. But 
of this, enough at prefent ; be not difcou-^ 
raged by the difficulties, and remember that 
yqu toil for your mpft faithful friend, 

Vienna, June 19, 1749. 



I.ET' 
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LETTER IV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Though I wrote you a long letter but ^ 
few days ago, I cannot refrain from emr 
bracing you again, in confequence of letters 
which I have juft received from Naples. 
Thefe letters inform me, that the difficulties 
concerning the reftitution of my place are 
.very great, on account of its having been 
fold ; but at the fame time aflure me, that 
the applications in my favour come from 
crowned heads. Hence I difcover with what 
integrity of heart, and ardour of true friend- 
^ip, you have worked for me. So that 
though no advantage fhould ever be derived 
from it, I fhall remember it during my whole 
life ; and you will always remain the deareft 
obje6t of my refleftions. In fhort, my dear 
^nd admirable Charles, is not only the par 
triarch of the whole tuneful hierarchy, but 
the king of honeft men, and model of true 
friends. God preferve you, for the confola-r 
tion of thofe who love you, and the confur 
fion of all thofe who w^nt the gppdnefs of 
Jieajrt to imitate you ! 
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That the court of Naples (hould difburfe 
the mouey to indemnify the purchafer of 
the Precettoria, is a difficulty firft coufin to 
impoffibility ; but in order to fecond the be- 
nevolent zeal of your court, a compenfation 
might eafdy be found for the purchafer, or 
for me. To me, for example, why, in a 
defperate cafe, could not an ecclefiajiical bqr 
nefice be given, which cofts nothing ? And 
if any one fhould be vacant, and you think 
this expedient feafible, pray make ufe of it 
according to your own difcretion. If I fliould 
again recommend this affair to you, I fliould 
be the moft ungrateful of mortals. You 
not only are no dealer in fmoke, but work 
for me, even without taking to yourfelf the 
merit of informing me of it ; and I hear 
from every one of your aftivity, except 
from yourfelf. Thofe great perfonages who 
favour you, and think you io worthy of their 
affeftion, have good reafon for what they do. 
Adieu, dear Gemello. If you were near 
me, you would read better m my face, than 
in my letter, the tranfport of afFedion and 
gratitude which this new teftimony of your 
kindnefs has imprelfed on my mind ; a tranf- 
port, however, which does not depend jn the 

fiicceis* 
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fuccefs of the mterprife, but on your fincerc, 
friendly, and generous aftivity. 

Vienna, June 27, 1749. 

LETTER V. 

TO THE SAME. 

The rapturous gratitude and affe6lion 
which overflowed in my laft letter, con* 
cerning the news which I had received from 
Naples, did not allow me tranquillity to traii- 
fcribe the Cantata which I now inclofe. 
Your manner of afting appeared to me fo 
generous and uncommon, that I could think 
of nothing elfe. The general pra6lice is to 
promife much, and do very Uttle ; but you 
do a great deal, and fay nothing. So that 
my intelligence of the kind offices which 
you perform for me in Spain, comes from 
Naples. In fhort, there is but one Farinelli. 
I am proud to find that the irrififtible in- 
clination which I always felt to attach my- 
felf to you, is fo reafonable. I wifh you to 
believe, that whatever may be the termina- 
tion of this bufinefs, my gratitude will ever 
remain the fame : for you have convinced 
me, that if it were in your power to eledl 
me Pope, I might already begin to grant 

Indulgencies : 
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Indulgencics : and this is fufficient to bind 
the heart and affeftion of ai honeft man* 
Succcfs does not depend on oarfelves. 

I inclofc t\\ o Cantatas : the firft for two 
voices, confining of recitaiive, with two 
airs for graceful mulic, and a very tender 
duet. The interlocutors ai's an afFe6lionatc 
nymph, and a fhepherd naturally jealous; 
and I fhould hope, that tealbned by your 
notes, and executed to yoar fatisfaftion, it 
might have an efFe6l. The other is a Can- 
tata for a fingle voice, in a more chearful" 
ftyle. An ingenuous man fpcaks in it to a 
little nymph of the bird kind, who wifhes 
to entang;le him ; which he does not per- 
ceive. If you knew the original, the copy 
would not diipleafe you. But fuch originals 
abound every where 5 and you will find fomc 
of them at Madrid. The recitative is very 
long ; but the force of the cantata lies only 
in the recitative. If it will ferve you for 
no other purpofc, divert yourfelf with read- 
ing it. As neither this nor the other has 
yet been publifiied, that circumftange will, 
perhaps, give them fomp value, if they can 
boaft of no other. 

I mufl inform you, that I fing your air 
like a ferajph: Count Anthony of Althan' 

plays 
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J)lays the firft violin ; the other performeri 
are unknown to you. But, my good mafter^ 
you muft not laugh at us, as, by the con- 
feffion of many, we do you very great ho- 
nour : fo Ipare your ridicule, I entreat you. 
But a propos to ridicule, I believe I com- 
mitted a great blunder in my laft letter. It 
feems as if I fiid, that in a defperate cafe, 
if the place could not be reftored, an equi- 
valent might be folicited in ^ixecclefiajiical 
beneficey which would coji the royal treafury 
nothing: now I ought to have faid, an 
ecclejiajiical penjiorij and not a benefice. As, 
I believe, to be qualified for a benefice, the 
candidate fhould be a native, though not for 
a penfion. But thefe are only hints for a 
defperate cafe, to which, with your fupport, 
I hope we Ihall never be driven. P'or by 
accounts from Naples, as I find the tree was 
(hook by the firft blow it received from you, 
it is to be hoped that, by another little 
ftroke, it will fall. But I have already 
teazed you too much on this fubje6l. Adieu. 

Vienna, July 9, 1749. 



The next letter to Farinelli dv/ells on a 

of 
his 



long, and now uninterefting difcuflion of 
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his Neapolitan claims, aAd is ended in the 
following manner. 

LETTER VI. 

TO THE SAME. 

I BEGAN a little drama, to pleafe my au- 
guft Miftrefs, but have been obliged to dif- 
continue it. My head fufFers cruelly from 
the flighteft exercife of intelled. It is a 
barbarous thing, my dear friend, and ftill 
more barbarous, as it is difficult to be be- 
lieved. However, I fhall try again, as I am 
afhamed of my inaftivity, though iiivolim- 
tary. I beg you to believe firmly that, next 
to my patronefs, to whom my firft duty is 
due, I (hall place my dear Gemello before 
all the monarchs upon earth. From the 
courts of Turin and Drefden, befides many 
other places of lefs confequence, I have been 
aflailed with offers innumerable ; but life is 
^ far die ^ number one. And we muft preferve 
it as long as God pleafes. The fum total of 
all this is, that if I am able to work for any 
one except my patronefs, it will be for you. 
Though you have not promifed to take care 
of my Neapolitan bufinefs, I know it will 

not 
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not be forgotten, and I am already as much 
indebted to you as if it was happily finifhed. 
I know that twins only labour with fuch 
zeal and efficacy as you have done. 

I fhould not difcontinue writing, but it is 
late, and I am tired. iVU falut^tions are 
returned to you, and I embrace you with my 
accuftomed affedion. 

Vienna, Auguft i6, 1749* 



LETTER VII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I WAS juft in the a6l of pulling on my 
boots for my ufual journey into Moravia, at 
this time of the year, when your moll de- 
lightful letter from Madrid, of the 29th of 
July, was brought to me ; but the poftiliou 
waits, and I cannot let him depart with- 
out an anfwer for my deareft Charles. 
I fhould feem to travel with a fting in my 
confcience, which would let me have no 
peace during the whole journey ; and with 
fuch a fin on my back, God knows how 
many (pokes may be broken, how often I 
may be overturned, how many horfes may 
become reftifF, or how many drunken pol^ 

tilions 
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tillons may rob me of all patience. No, no^ 
let us avoid all danger. 

I feel at this very time, that a cheft of 
Vanilla chocolate, fnuff, and bark, tributes 
which India furnilhes to Spain, and your 
great heart to me, are under fail. By the 
gift I judge of the donor. My palate flat- 
tered with fuch delicious beverage, my nofe 
fb delightfully tickled, my veins furnifhed 
with fuch guards againft all irregular eiFer- 
vefcence of the blood, and every other mem- 
ber of my very frail little frame, through 
envy or pleafure, arc all in fuch a tumult of 
gratitude, as to proteft that all their motions 
Ihall be regulated in future by the nod of 
their generous bencfaftor. You who are a 
great algebraift, calculate yourfelf, in the 
firil place, how much I love and efteem 
you ; then how dear every thing is that 
comes from you, though in itfelf indifferent ; 
afterwards, fmd out how much I am de- 
lighted with every new tcflimony of your 
affedion ; and, finally, the intrinfic value of 
the gift; fum up all thefe together, and 
then, if arithmetic can go fo far, give me 
the produ6l. 

But alas! my very Ihort acknowledge* 

nients appear already too prolix to your vir- 

4 gin 
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gin modefty; you already blufli, grow im- 
patient and angry, but I laugh at all this; 
and fee you are already appeafed. 

What is the beautiful CaftcUini doing; and 
is it true that, fhe is fo pleafed with my falu- 
tations ? that fhe means to honour me with 
her correfpondence ? Ah ! if you love me, 
let not my friendlhip be put to fo great a 
trial. After the alluring defcription which 
you have given of this amiable perfon, the 
violent temptation of a letter would precipi- 
tate me into the commiflion of fome mental 
infidelity, for which I fhould be inconfblable. 
Tell her, however, that, as a.twin, I can only 
receive the emotions of your heart at the 
rebound ; that when I hear your name, I 
feel a certain tingling fenfation which in- 
commodes me, and yet I have no wifh that 
it fhould be difcontinued ; that if the Man- 
zanare was not fo diflant from the Danube, 
I fhould have come to try whether fhe would 
receive me with open arms, as fhe does my 

falutations; and tell her No Sir, tell 

her nothing. TTie road is too flippery, and 
it is eafier to keep out of it, than, when en- 
tered, to avoid falling. 

I would not have you imagine, that my 

journey into the country will occafion tlie 

VOL, I. u kafl 
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leaft prejudice to the affairs of Sig. Rodolfo, 
I leave them in the hands of a zealous agent, 
and moft amiable friend, who is on the 
watch, and ready to write to me> if any ma- 
terial occurrence fhould happen. It is un- 
lucky that the Emperor is continually mov- 
ing about from place to pliace : now ia 
Hungary, now in Moravia, now in the 
chace, now encamped, or at the - Baths, 
During thefe laft twp months^ he has not 
been four d^ys in his palace in this neigh-^ 
bourhpod. When he is ilatioaary there, at 
this time of the year, he is three miles diA 
tant from the city, and the poor ^agents arq 
forced to run n>any times after him,, before 
they can catch him flying. 

I thank you for your categorical anfwer 
to Mademoifelle Mattei, I have had it read 
to^ the perlbn who gave me the conimiffion, 
and that's all I wanted. 

The poftilion foujids his horn, and I muft 
conclude. All who know that I am writing 
to you, beg to be remembered ; but I am 
not in a humour to writ^ all their names. 
Our 4e^r Countefs of Althan muft, how- 
ever, not be omitted, who is as partijil to 

you as ever. 

^ Vienna, September 6, 174^ 
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LETTER VIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

Behold me ggain at Vienna j, where I 
have to aafwer your two letters of -the 23d, 
and 30th of September. But the chapters 
are different, and muft be feparated ; let us 
begin with the moft eafy. 

I ordered, even from the country, Mig- 
Jiavacca to have the Licenza ready for you, 
ivhenever it might be wanted. On my re- 
turn hither, I immediately fent for him, 
and on Saturday morning made him read, 
corred what he had done, and inclofe the 
hicenm you requefted in a letter, with my 
affeftionate falutations, and an affurance 
that I only poftpon€4 writing myfelf, till 
Wednefday, when I hoped to have it 
in my power to fay fomething pofitive 
to you concerning Cavalli. Yefterday I 
was informed that Migliavacca, in comr 
ing from the opera, was fuddenly attack- 
ed . in his way home ; received two vio- 
lent wounds in his head, by perfons un- 
known, and that, as yet, there was no de- 
termining what woyld be the confequence. 

u % Not 
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Not being the moft exaft commiilary in the 
world, God knows whether he had written 
the letter and fent away the Licenza^ as I 
had defired him, previous to this event. In 
his prefcnt ftate, it would feem devoid of all 
chriftian charity to difturb him about this 
bufinefs : I have therefore tried to recoiled 
the Licenza^ have read it over and over 
again, chewed it, and really believe that I 
have recovered every line. I have tra»- 
fcribed and enclofed it, that it may arrive in 
time. — But behold ! Here comes a perfon 
who informs me, that laft night Migliavacca 
was at the theatre ! A proof that the 
wounds were not very ferious ; they will I 
hope however ferve as corre6lives. 

Now 1 have room, and have written (o 
little, I fhall add a few words, as an adver- 
tifement, not a recommendation. Know 
then, that a Neapoht^n Maeftro di Capella 
of the name of Jomelli, has fet two of my 
operas here. He is about thirty- five years' 
of age, of a fpherical figure (^g\ pacific dif- 
pofition, with an engaging countenance, 
moft pleafing manners, and excellent mo- 
rals. He has furprifed me. I have found in 
him all the harmony of Haffe, with all the 
(Z) J^nielli was remarkably corpulent. 

grace, 
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grace, fxpteiTion^ and invention of Vinci. 
At prefent he is gone to Venice, to bring on 
the ftage my Giro, and returns immediately 
to Vienna, to do the fame piece of fervice 
to Didone. . Befides this, he is* engaged to 
compofe two operas for out* theatre, next 
year. You will certainly hear of him from 
other quarters ; but I wifli you to know my 
opinion of him. It appears to me, as if he 
^ijhed to be heard in Spain ; if that fhould 
ever happen, I am certain he would do you 
honour. You will confider whether it will 
be expedient to engage him for one year or 
two. Befides the operas which he entirely 
new fets, he will make no difficulty of ac- 
commodating whatever lold operas youpleafe; 
and if you thought it more convenient that 
he fhould compofe at home, and fend you his 
produftions, as was done by Leo, he will be ^ 
equally ready to join iflue with you. In fhort, 
he is made of a pafte to which you may give 
whatever form you pleafe. Make ufe of this 
information, which, however, is no recom- 
piendationy and requires rto oftenfible anfwer. 
Adieu my dear Gemello ; I can write no 
more to day. Love me, and believe me 

obftinately yours. 

Vienna, November 12, 1749. 

u 3 The 
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The Licenza mentioned by Metaflafio ifli 
this letter, is printed at the end of it, though 
not in his works. It is a kind of cotnpli- 
mentary Epilogue to the Opera of Armida, 
performed before the king and queen of 
Spain, at the court of Madrid. The inter* 
locutors are, Apollo, and the Mufes. The 
God chides his daughters for trifling away 
their time in talking about Armida, While 
the virtues of their beft friends, the Sove- 
reigns of Manzahare, remain unfiing* 



LETTER I'K. 

TO FARINELLI. 

You were fb angry with the inonaftic rc- 
fidence, called a country feat, whfere you 
had^ caught your fore tliroat, when you 
wrote your laft letter to me, that you neither 
named the year, day, nor place, in which it 
was written. God fend the fame thing may 
not happen in dire6iing your next letter to 
me ; as I may then expe6l it till the ^y t)f 
judgment, without its ever coming to my 
hands. 

I am extremely impatient to hear, 'tfiat 
your throat is mfrijiinum^ and hope you will 

not 
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not retard the news, but relieve my mind 
from its folicitiade on that account, as loon 
as poffible. But my dear Gemello, though 
I own it to be a very troublefome com- 
plaint, and pity you fincerely ; yet, to con- 
fefs the truth, (^undcr favour) it is but fair 
that per qua quis peccat^ per bcec & puniatur^ 
that the peccant part Ihould luffer. God 
knows how many fins the witchcraft of your 
throat has occafioned ; therefore a little caf- 
tigation of that part may not be amifs. 

By to day's poft, I have advice, that the 
cheft of fnufF; is arrived at Trieje. My nofe 
is in the greateft impatience. 

The wax-faced Tefi wiflies to have a 
certain Ranieri Csitin fecretary to the Abate 
Vcrnaccini, recommended to you, and 
wants vac to do the bufinefs. It is fufficient 
that you acknowledge I have written to you 
iabout him ; however, I am very little ac- 
quainted with him. 

Count Nicolas Efterhafi, who will be our 
Ambalfador at your court, calls himfeif your 
friend, and wifhe$ me to fend compliments 
to you in his name ; and to fay, among other 
things^ that he is very impatient to embrace 
yout 
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If I had more room, I would fend you' a 
long Litany of falutations, but that not 
being the cafe, content yourfelf with thofe 
of the Countefs d*Althan. 

Vieitna, December 3, ij/ijg^ 

LETTER X. 

TO THE SAME. 

By working for you in verfe, I Ihall have 
no time to-day, for writing to you in profe. 
Here is the poem you wiflied, with the fiip- 
plement. I fliould have attempted this for 
none but my dear Gemello. The thing is 
not fb eafy as you imagine. It is not fuf- 
ficient that an additional part fhould be good 
in itfelf, it fhould be fo adapted as to fit the 
place, otherwife it is a wen upon a produc- 
tion that was conceived without it. Be that 
as it may, the bufinefs is done, and if well 
reprefented, may have an efFeft. I have not 
had time even to tranfcribe it. God knows 
whether you will be able to decipher my 
original fketch. With more leifure it might 
perhaps have been better ; but, at prefeiit, 
you mufl content yourfelf, however deficient 
you may find it. 

The 
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The pleafure I felt at your recovering 
from the terrible fore throat with which you 
were afflided, made me fwallow the pill 
without making faces. It is a great confo- 
lation to me to perceive, by your letter, the 
tranquil ftate of your mind ; a proof that 
the machine is in order, which I wifli indif- 
foluble, I have made a good ufe of the in- 
formation you gave me, concerning the flat- 
tering remembrance of your moft gracious 
ibvereign. ' I have (pread it about the court, 
and it is talked of every where ! Good God! 
why has not it been always the fame ! 

The liiufF is not yet arrived ; but accord-r 
ing to the advice I have received, it cannot 
be far from Vienna. You fhall be informed 
the inftant I get fcent of it. 

I wifh you joy of the mufic of Buranello, 
who, according to what I have heard, will 
be a'good compofer for violins, violoncellos, 
and for fingers ; but a very bad workman 
for poets. . He thinks as much about the 
words when he is fetting them, as you of 
being eleded Pope ; and if he did think of 
them, I am not fure he would do better. 
He abounds in ideas, though not always his 
own, nor well conne6ted together. In (hort, 
he is not my Apoftle. I fpeak with fin- 

cerity 
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Cerity to my dear Gemello, but in public, I 
leave him in that ftate of credit in which he 
is held by thofe who judge with the ear, and 
not the underftanding. 

Vienna, December ^7, 1749. 



This is a very fevere cenfure of that Ipi- 
Tited and fanciful compofer, Galuppi detto 
Buranello. But though Buranello's Pegaiiis, 
in the year 1749, was wild and ungoverna- 
ble, he lived long enough to break and bring 
him into order. This compofer, iii his 
younger days, wrote with a rapidity which 
allowed him little Icifure for attending to 
words, or indeed to the ftrid rules of coun- 
terpoint; but continuing to compofe up- 
wards of thirty years after this period, he 
produced works both for the church and 
ftage, which, in fpite of the tranfient ftate of 
mufical fame, will long be admired by true 
judges of the art. Galuppi died at Venice, 
1782, at 85. Sec Hifi. Mtificy vol iv. 
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SECTION' VIL 

IriAViNG prefented the reader with all the 
letters which the poet wrote to his frieud 
Farinelli during the year 1 749, a retrofpedt 
muft be taken of thofe to his other corret* 
pondents during the fame year* And the 
firfl; which has been hitherto unnoticed, is 
addrefled to an author of an oratorio, to 
which a Bolognefe printer had affixed the 
name of Metaftafio. 



LETTER I. 

TO SIG. D, LUIGI LOCATEL.LI, AT GENOA. 

THiBftfi is no refentment, Sir,* more juft, 
than that whkfa yo^ ifoem 1?o feel at finding 
youriteif d€fra«4ed of the glory juftly ^e to 
your own tobours, nor undertaking more 
laudable, than that of reclaiming it. Jt is 
n6t only mine, but the common intereft- of 
every writer, to take an active part in your 

favour. 
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favour. I therefore am moft ready to pub- 
lifh as often as you pleafe, that I had no 
kind of (hare in the writing, or conception 
of the drama called La Via del/a croce^ to 
which as you have been pleafed to inform 
me, my name has been fet by the Bologneie 
printer* I am fb little to blame for this 
robbery, that having been totally ignorant 
of it till now, I am wholly exempt even 
from the complacetice into which the mis- 
take that does me honour, might have fedxi- 
ced me. I am, however, obliged to him 
who has thus procured me your friendfhip, 
though by an oblique road. And beg of you 
to furnifh me with frequent occafions of 
meriting that honour, and to believe me to 

be, &c. 

Vienna, March 20, 1749. 



Metaftafio, in fbrting his papers many years 
after, found a copy of this letter ; and in 
order to authenticate it, gave teftimony on 
the back with his own hand, that it was 
genuine, figning it Pietro Metastasis 

Vienna, June a6, I755r 

The next letters, written in 1749, of 
yi^hich the vnotice has been hitherto poft- 

poaed^ 
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poned, in order to avoid breaking the chain 
of his correfpondence with Farinelli, are the 
following. 



LETTER 11. 

TO THE PRINCESS DI BELMONTE, AT 
NAPLES. 

J PERCEIVE, by your moft refpefted letter 
of the 14th of July, that you regard the 
flow arrival at ratiocination among the peo- 
ple who refide within the Arftic Circle, as 
a difadvantage. But /I, (begging your par- 
don) regard it as one of the greateft bleflings 
which providence can grant to us poor mor* 
tals, and am unable to fay what I would 
not give to be poflTefled of a fiiperior degree 
of ftupidity. Of what ufe is this perfpica- 
cious celerity of combination ? Perhaps to 
forefee the future ? Oh what vanity ! In 
fo many years painful experience, I have 
difcovered, to my (hame, that in reafoning 
upon the events of this world in the moft 
accurate manner I was able, I have deduced 
the moft falfe confequences. For fo nu- 
merous and uncertain are the poffible con- 
tingences, that it L> utterly impoffible for the 

human 
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human mind to fee them all : and one fmglc 
circumftance omitted, in laying the foun- 
dation of our reafoning, ruins the whole 
edifice. You know that if a^ line deviates 
one fingle point from its parallel, it be- 
comes more diftant the further it is extended. 
Hence I feem much more inclined to laugh 
at the prcdiftions deduced from the reafon- 
ing of our modern Ariftotles, than at the 
dreams of the Abate Joachim (i6) or the 
vifiohs pf Noftradamus (/). 

A ftiort apologue of a Greek poet, feem^ 
ingly puerile, but of very ferious ufe in 
reality, exhibits clearly to our view, both the 
fallacy and milchief of our reafoning faculty. 
And being very fliort, it may help to fill 
up the vacuity of this letter. 

He fays, that human fouls, when coa- 
demned to animate our bodies, come forth 
from their tranquil habitation at a door 
which has a vafe on each fide ; in the one is 

{b) A vlfianary Theologian of the twelfth century, 
whofe reveries were condemned by fubfequent councils. 

(/) A celebrated Aft rologer and Fortune-teller rf the 
fixteenth century, Avhofe wild prcdiftion? were not only 
believed by the credulous multitude, but fought and ref* 
pefted by moft of the princes of his time. It was the 
younger brother of this CharUtan.-who wrote the lives of 
the ancient Provencal bards, publifhed at Lyons, 1575. 

continued 
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contained the fweet, and in the other the 
bitter, which renders life happy or miferablc* 
The new traveller is obliged, by the laws of 
fate, to ftop at going out, and tafte of both 
thefe vafes, without knowing their contents; 
but may drink much or little, juft as he 
pleafcs. Now as all are poffeffed with a pefi 
tilent rage for divining by the force of rea- 
fon, fee what are the confequences. 

The foul which ftops firft to tafte of the 
fweet vafe, conje6lures that the contents of 
the other muft be the fame, and eager to 
double his pleafure, takes a greater gulp of 
the bitter, but finds himfelf deceived. The 
foul that ftops firft at the bitter vafe, by the 
fame falfe reafoning, fuppofing he fliall di- 
minifh dilguft, takes the fmaUeft quantity 
poflible of the fweet, and is equally deceived, 
Henqe it is, fays the poet, that in the whole 
courfe of our lives,, the fweet is fo much 
lefs than the bitter (^), 

But fhould the reafoiiing faculty be grant- 
ed to human pride, if the power of directing 
the courfe of events is notlikewife granted, 
it would be of no other ufe than to make us; 
wretched. No axiona is more demonftrable 

Q) See Hpiner's Iljad^ Pook xxlv. 

thai> 
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than that in this valley of tears our pains arc 
far more numerous than our pleafures. And 
that our imaginary evils are infinitely more 
terrible than the real. A poet with whom 
I have fome flight acquaintance, among his 
papers, not yet publifhed, illuflrates the truth 
©f this fentiment, in the following manner, 

Sempre e maggior del vero 

VIdea della fventuray 

^l credulo penfiero 

Depinta dal tlmor 
Chijiolta il malfigura 

jiffiretta il propria affanno^ 

£d ajjicura un danno. 

S^uando e^ dubhiofo ancor (/)• 

Ideal evil, when dcfign'd. 
And colour'd by the artift fear. 
Can more than real, rack mankind. 
And gen'rate fufFerings more fevcre. 

Mortals who fancied woes explore 
Misfortune but anticipate. 
And render certain, what before 
Was doubtful and unfixt by fate. 

And if your excellence tells me, that by 
forefeeing misfortunes, and making a good 
ufe of free-will, we may avoid them ; I fhall 
anfwer, that this power is limited to our own 

(/) jittiliQ Regoloj att6 lom. fc, u. not publiflied 
^hen this letter was written. 

I little 
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iittle frames, and docs not extend beyond 
them. Whatever free-agency I may boaff, 
it is not in my power to prevent the ruin of 
a kingdom which I may wi(h profperou«i 
the dilgrace of a friend whom I may wifli 
happy, or the infidelity of a nymph whom I 
ihould wifli to be conftant. So that after 
the moft fubtle arguments, reafbning, com^ 
binations, and lyftems; after having ex- 
traded from the brain, the memory of things 
paft ; after totally forgetting the prefent in 
purfuing the future, we at length, in fpite 
of the ridiculous privilege of tormenting our- 
felves, find that we are plunged into the 
lame inconvenience in which we ihould have 
been, if we had remained quiet, and let 
things take their courfe. What then re- 
mains for us, but to have recourfe to that 
enviable indolence which is produced by 
^oical arrogance? And what, except the 
Syllogifms of Seneca and Epi6letus, have 
thefe fortunate people to fupport them in 
their placid apathy? — Softly, foftly, good 
Sig. Abate, you gallop without a bridle j 
your argument proves too much, and preci- 
pitates you into abfurdity without your per- 
ceiving it. For, according to you, the life 
i)f an oyfter.or a tortoifc would be infinitely ' 
• VOL. li X preferable 
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pl'cfcrable to ours. — I beg my life at ydvtf 
Excellency's fair hands. You deftroy my 
arguments without mercy. If I ihduld fot 
a moment, lofer my hold, you would draw 
me into herefy whether I w6uld ot no. Let 
us go on fair and foftly. In the firft place, 
I wifh you to be convinced, that I have 
never forgot the difadvantagc the tortoifc 
and oyfter lie under, from not having been 
baptized, and that this misfortune alone 
renders all thefe advantages unworthy of the 
leaft confideration. In the next place, I 
muft beg of you ta remember, that our dif- 
pute is not whether brutes are more happy 
tha,n reafonable creatures, but whether thofc 
of the laft' mentioned clafs are moft happy 
who think but little, or thofe who think too' 
much. Therefore I muft beg of your Ex- 
cellency not to turn the tables upon me, un- 
ikirly ; and I Ihall own that this abfiirditj^ 
has not appeared equally ftrong in all, .par- 
ticularly among thofe who had the diigrace 
to be born before the Temple of Janus was 
Ihut by Oftavius Auguftus; for then it 
would not have been difficult to prove, that 
tiie tranquil ftupidity of an. oyfter or tortoife 
would be preferable to the tormenting* viva- 
city of Pythagoras or Plato. But I (hall not 

3 peremptorily 
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peremptorily affert this from my own imagi- 
nation, but give you chapter arid verfe* 

A celebrated Florentine writer, called 
Ciovanni Battifta Gelli, who did great 
honour to his country two centuries ago^> 
printed annals of the court of Circe, which 
are very much to our purpofe. This illuf- 
trious inveftigator of remote antiquity, re- 
lates, that UlyiTes, after the deftrudion of 
Troy, having remained fometime.at the court 
of Circe, both as her lover and her prifon- 
cr ; in fpite of all the allurements of that 
enchanting abode, could not refrain from 
perpetually meditating his efcape to his little 
kingdom of Ithaca, in a miferable Ifland of 
thie Ionia Sea, but to -which he was extreme* 
ly partial from its being his native country ; 
and finding from the caution and vigilance 
of his jealous guardian, that all his wiles and 
ftratagems were vainly praftifed in trying tp 
procure his liberty, he determined to van- 
quifh her by open force. But while he was 
waiting for a favourable opportunity to put 
this defign in execution, I know not In 
what circumftances it happened, but he 
one day fb well availed himfelf of moments 
of exceffive tendernefs, that the. fond en- 
chantrefs unable to reiift him, promifed by 
X z one 
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one of thofe oaths fb terrible to the gods of 
Homer, to grant him leave of abfence for a 
limited time ; and the artful Ulyfles taking 
advantage of Jher weaknefs, while off her 
guard, pufhed his viftory fb for as to aik 
permiffion to take with him into Greece at. 
leaft two of his numerous companions, who 
being transformed into brutes of various 
kinds wandered about the country ; and not 
only two were conceded to him, but all 
thofe who were willing to follow him and 
refume the human form. The fubtle Greek 
certain that nothing would be denied to him^ 
went on requefting that the loft faculty of 
fpeech (hould be reftored to bis companions, 
that he might explain to them her pro- 
pofition, and obtained it. Oh how fertile, 
for our disgrace, did that fcandalous exanv- 
pie become of allowing brutes ta fpeak! 
But we fhall not interrupt our narrative 
with reflexions. Ulyfles continues the Au- 
thor, proud of his triumph, and more than 
certain of not leaving one of his companions 
with the enchantrels, impatient to perfed 
his great work, tore himfelf a& fbon as-pofli- 
ble from her arms. The firft he happened 
to meet with, in quitting the enchanted^ 
palace, was one of thofe elegant animals fo 

4 uiijuftly- 
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unjuftly abhorred by the ele6l people, whofe 
chief delight was to wallow in the mire, 
neither afleep nor awake. 

Ulyfles in ipying him at a diftance, called 
out to him, and enquired whether he was 
one of his companions. He flowly lifted up 
Jiis fnout, but not at the firft found of the 
voice, and as if impatient to get rid of im- 
portunity, in a moft dry Spartan ftyle, ar-^ 
ticulated, or rather grunted, in no very dit' 
tind manner, his name and country* 

Oh my dear friend, exclaimed Ulyfles, in 
difcovering who he was, return thanks to 
the Gk)ds : thy miferies are at an end, to 
day we (hall both fet fail together for Greece. 
What! why muft we fet fail? cries thp 
frightened brute; to whom Ulyfles briefly 
difcovered the favour he had obtamed from 
Circe for hirtxfelf and for fome of his com^* 
panions who were willing to follow him. 
The transformed Greek, comforted to hear 
that the going or {laying depended upon his 
own choice, civilly wi(hed his leader a good 
voyage. But he, not believing that his 
countryman was in earnefl:, alked him if he 
joked ? I fhould joke indeed, cries the other, 
if I faid that I confented to Ireturn with thee; 
and canfl: thou believe UlyjTes, that I would 

X 3 voluntarily 



( 3»Q ) 

voluntarily abandon fb fwect and tranquil 
an abode, and the peaceful company of my 
innocent peers, to plunge myfelf a-new into 
the wretchednefs of humanity, in order to 
live conftantly in fear of fuch cunning and 
mifchievous beings as thyfelf ? T>y to de-? 
ceive fbmebody elfe, I am not flich a fooib 
Then rolling on the other fide, politely 
turned his back on the deftroyer of Troy, 
and without honouring him with any other 
anfwer, left him to prate at his leifure. 
Figure to yourfelf the furprife and fury of 
Ulyffes ; he poured cm him a torrent of the 
mofl eloquent abufe, not omitting one of 
Ariftophanes's licentious expreffions, nor did 
he difcontinuc railing, but to propofe the 
voyage in vain to a bear, whofe curiofity 
^as excited by the noife of the debate. Not 
difcouraged by this fecond failure, his third 
trial was upon a horfe, and his fourth upoa 
a flag, but with no better fucceis. In ihort^ 
to abridge our legend, after having in vain 
traverfed over and over again the whole 
neighbourhood; after having finifhed his 
ipeecb with more art and vigour than that 
which he made when he had clandeftinely 
polTeffed himfelf of the arrns of Achilles^ 
hoarfe, breathlefs, fatigued, and . enraged, 

he 
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he at length returned to Circe, wittiout 
having prevailed on any among all his com- 
panions to return with him, except one, 
and that was an elephant. 

Now what will your Excellency fay to* 
this fine fragment of hiftory ? It is no 
poetical fiftion, as you may perhaps luppofe. 
The proofs of ancient monuments are in- 
difputable. It is an authentic volume of . 
the Memoirs of Circe, excavated in digging 
at the foot of the Circean mountain ; ^hd, 
besides the medals and citations which the 
Marquis MafFei will fbon publifh, we fhall 
ere long have the faft amply detailed and 
communicated in Tufcan charaSers. Hence 
the narrative is moft certain. 

What feems to me ftill more certain, my 
dear Abate, you will fay, is, thart you are a 
mofl tirefome creature, and fit only to prate 
with filly women. Oh that is but too true, 
and I plead guilty. The worfl is, that this 
new inclination for goflipping is one of the 
many painful fymptoms, which convince 
me that 1 grow old. I ought certainly 'to 
correal myfelf to-day, and throw this letter 
into the fire inflead offending it to the pofl* 
]But on rpfleftion, it appears to me^ that if 
I am culpable, your Excellency is not quite 

X 4 innocent. 
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innocent. The exceffive praifes beftowcdi 
by you upon my former letters, have not a 
little contributed to the length of thisj; 
therefore receive it as a flight, but juft 
punifhment, for the little charity with 
which you have inflamed the vanity of a 
poor poet. To-night will be reprcfentcd, in 
this theatre, for the firfl: time, Achilles in 
Sciros. The mufic of Jomelli, at the re- 
hearfal, has far exceeded the great expecta- 
tions that were formed of it. 

Vienna, Auguft 30, 1745U 

LETTER III, 

TO THE SAME F.RINCES^, 

Your moft refpeded letter pf Sept 22d, 
found me in Moravia, where, with a mili- 
tary air, I ramble about, exercifmg the pa- 
tience of the hares and pheafants, of which, 
th^ abundance will not indeed be much di- 
minifhed by my dexterity ; they being much 
more frightf ned than hurt by me (;«). Wc 

(«f) A noble Peer, who is ftiU living, after firiqg at a 
Norfolk covey of eight or ten brace of partridges, on 
feeing none ^, ufed to cry out; « yes, you may go, but 
youitfwit.'- 

have 
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have hitherto had the moft fmiling feafon, 
both here and in the reft of Germany, that 
can be imagined; but within thde four 
days, the Teutonic winter has unexpeftedly 
appeared with all his magnificent train, and 
without the leaft precurfor to announce his 
9,rrival, AU is covered with fnow. 'The 
rivers as well as lakes were inftantly frozen 
in a moft folid manner ; and the cold blown 
from the feven neighbouring hills, is fo fubtil 
^nd penetrating, that we cannot exclude it 
from our warmcft apartments. Bqt notwith-. 
landing all this unforefe^n and violent change 
pf nature, I ftjU find much arnufement here, 
having been more formed for Arcadian trai>» 
. quillity than the buftle and magnificence of 
courts. I am pleafed with th? filent concord 
of all exiftence ; the rqving about in fearch 
of well-kqown paths, fields, buflies, paftoral, 
bowers, and every known obje6l of which, 
t:hough the fall pf fnow has changed the co- 
louring, yet the defign is ftill relpeftfully pre- 
served, I refle6^, with fentiments of gratis 
^ude, that the friendly foreft whicH, by its 
(hade, but lately defended me from the burn-, 
jng rays of the^ fiin, i>ow afFordsf me materials 
fpr combating the extreme fury of the fea- 
foR. I laugh at winter with aU its horrors, 

,whiGh 
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which I fee without feeling ; ^having it ia 
our power to compofe an artificial Ipring in 
our apartments at pleafure ; but by an im- 
pulfe of felf-love, what pleafes me moft, is 
the finding out that/ compared with other 
feafons, winter has ftill its conveniences, 
}>eaiities^ and advantages. 

In returning to Vienna, which will be 
very loon, I (hall take by the hand my 
poetics, in order ta fee whether I had left 
them in a ftate fit to be feen, or whether I 
jmift hs^ve recourfe to new carelfes. 
« Joflowitz, 0<a. 23, 1749. 



In the fummer of this year, before h? 
Quitted Vienna in order to vifit the Countef^ 
D'Althan, at her country feat in Moravia, 
Mer^ftafio received a letter from the ad^- 
mirable Hafle, the compofer, requefting his 
inftrudions in fetting to mufic his opera of 
Attilio Regoloy for the court of ^ Drefden (jCji* 
And his Anfwer may ferve as ^ ufefuj leffon 
to future conipofers of this dr^ma, and in- 

(«) TTiis was the opera that was written in 1740, for 
the Emperor Charles VI's. birth-day 5 but that Prince 
dying before it was brought on the ftage, no ufe was made 
f^f it, till the period mentioned in the Allowing letter, 

. deed 
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deed furnjfh many valviable hints to compo- 
fers of operas in general, 



LETTER IV. 

To SjQ. Adolfo Hasse, the celebrated Pro* 
feffor of Mufic, {ieUo il SaJJhne (called thp 
Saxop), concerning the Opera of Attiliq 

I^EGOLO. 

My dear Monfieur Haffe has never been 
abfent from my heart fince I quitted Vienna; 
but, hitherto, I have not been able to de- 
vote myfelf to ypur fervice, becaufe in this 
moft idle buftle I am hardly my own matter 
when I flefep. So fully am I engaged in 
walking, fhooting, mufic, cards, and con* 
verlatipn, that not a moment remains for 
private meditation, without defrauding {ch- 
ciety. Yet, in Ipite of all thefe impedi- 
ments, I am penetrated with fuch rcmorlc 
for having fo long negleded you, thai I am 
now determined to obey your commands. 
But what can I poffibly fuggeft to you, 
which has not already occurred to your own ' 
mind ? After fo many illuftrious proofs of 
Icnowledge, judgment, grace, expreffion, in- 
vention. 
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vcntion, and ingenuity, with which you 
only have been able to difpute the palm of 
harmonic primacy with our nation : after 
having breathed with your feducing notes 
into fo many poetical Qompoiitions that life 
and foul which the authors themfelves were 
unable to furnifh or imagine, what light, 
advertifemcnt, or inftruftion, can you ex-r 
pc6t me to furnifh? If I were only to 
imention things with which you are not ac- 
quainted, my letter would already be fi- 
jiiflied; but if you wi(h me to converfe 
with yon, God knows when I fhould have 
dc^ne. 

And now, as Attilio Regolo is to be the 
iubje6t of my letter, I fliall begin by de- 
veloping the charafters, which, perlaaps, are 
pot exprefTed in fo lively a manner in the 
piece, as I had conceived them in my mind. 

In Regulus^ it has been my intention to 
delineate the charatler of a Roman hero of 
confummate virtue, according to the Pagan 
idea, not only in principle, but praftice; 
whofe fortitude has been long tried, and is 
proof againft every caprice of fortune. A 
rigid and fcrupulous obferver, as well of 
juftice and probity, as of the laws and cuf-r 
tonjs which time ^nd the. great authority of 

his 
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his anccftors have rendered ifacred to his 
country. Senfible to all the gentler paffions 
of humanity, but fupcrior to each. A great 
commander, good citizen, and an affec- 
tionate father ; but never confidering thefe 
charafters as diftinft from his country, or 
otherwife among the bleffings or evik of 
life, than as they eventually contribute to 
the welfare or injuf y to that whole of which 
he confidcred himfelf as a part. A great 
friend to glory, but regarding it merely as a 
reward to which individuals (hould afpire, by 
facrificing their own intereft and happinels 
to public utility. - 

With thefe internal qualities, I attribute 
to my prototype a mageftic exterior, with- 
out pomp ; reflefting, but ferene ; authorita* 
tive, but humane; equal, confiderate^ and 
compofed. I fhould not like that his voice 
or geftures (hould be violent, except in two 
or three fituations of the opera, in which a 
ienfible deviation from the conftant tenor of 
his fubfequent condud, would exalt his ruling 
paffions, which are patriotifm and glory. 
Tou muft not be alarmed, my dear Sir, I 
fliall be much (horter in the defcription of 
the other charafters. 

In 
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In the perfonagc of the Conful, Manlkts^ 
1 liavc tried to reprefent one of thofe grea^ 
men, who, in the midil of every civil and 
military virtue, fuffer themfelves to be car- 
ried away by the rage of emulation^ beyond 
all warrantable bounds^ I wiih this rivality 
to be ftrongly marked, as well as his hoflile 
difpofition of mind towards Regulus. Thefe 
will appear in the firfl fcone with Attilia^ as 
well as in the beginning of the next, in 
which the Senate . hears Regulus, and the 
Carthaginian Ambaffadors. His fubfequent 
change of fentiment into refpeft and tender* 
nefs for Regulus, will render his charafter . 
more admirable, and more pleafing ; it will 
exalt the virtue of Regulus, by demon- 
ftrating its efficacy in pi*oducing fuch ftu- 
pendous efFeds, and will add to the fecond! 
fcene of the fecond a6t, which is that for 
which I feel the greateft partiality* The 
chafafteriftic of Manlius is a natural pro- - 
penfity to emulation, which when he difco- 
vers, he correfts, but does not relinquilh. 

Publius is the young lion that ^promifes 
all the force of the fife, but is not yet fur- 
niftied with tulks and claws; and it may 
eafily be conjc6lured through his impetuofity, 

pailiony 
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pafiion, and the inexperience of youth, what 
he will be, when arrived at maturity. 

Ljcmms is a picaiing young man, valiant 
and refolute^ but extremely impafiioned. 
Hence it is very difficult to convince him of 
the neceffity of facrificing the genius of 
his wife, and even the life of his benefaftor 
to glory, and the fervice of his country. 

Amilcar is an African, not accuftomed to 
the maxims of probity and juftice, which 
the Romans, at this time, profefled, and 
much lefs to their pra6lice': hence, from the 
beginning, he remains in aftonifhment, be- 
ing unable to comprehend a way of think- 
ing fo diametrically oppofite to that of his 
country. He is, however, ambitious of 
imitating what he fees; but, for want of 
moderation, goes awkwardly to work. How- 
ever, during his ihort refidence at Rome, 
if he did not acquire the Roman virtue, he 
at leaft learned to envy thofe who pof- 
fefled it. 

The ruling paffion of Attilia is tendernef^^ 
and vei>eration for her father, whom ihe not 
onfy prefers to Rome itfelf, but to her 
lover. Co'nvinced by authority and ex- 
ample, fhe, at length, adopts her father's 
fentiments, but in the trial of that fortitude, 

which 
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which fhc wifhed txi imitate, flie mzniftMf 
fiiiks under the weaknefs of her fex. In 
Barcesj I figured^ td'mjfelfa pleaiuig, beiliu- 
tiful arid Uvcly African, Her temperamdrity 
like that of her nation, is amourous, and 
her tcndemefs for Amilcar extreme. In 
him, all her hopes, her fears, thoughts and 
cares, are centered. She is even more at- 
tached to her lover than the mamiers of her 
country; and is not only more indifierent 
than him about the Roman paffion for glory, 
but thanks the Gods for having preferved 
her from its contagion. 

Thefe are the general outlines •of the 
portraits I tneant to draw; but you know- 
that the pencil is not always faithful to the 
traces of the mind- It therefore depends 
upon you, who are not only an excellent 
artift, but a perfeft friend to clothe my per-' 
ibnages in fo mafterly a manner, that if 
their features fhould not ftrike, they may be 
recognized, at leaft, by their drels and or- 
naments. 

And now, to come to particulars, accord- 
ing to your defire, I fhall Ipeak of the Reci- 
tatives, Tome of which I Ihould wifli to be 
animated by Inftruraents ; but in pointing 
them out I do not pretend to limit your 

ideas : 
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ideas : where mine meet your wifhes, adopt 
them ; but where we difagree, I beg of you 
not to change your opinion, in mere com- 
placency. 

In the firft aft, I find two fituations in 
which inftruments may affift me* The firft 
is the whole harangue of Attilio to Manlius, 
in the fecond fcene, beginning 

A che vengo ! Ah fino a quando. 

Wherefore do I come ! When, ah tell me when. 

After the words A che vengo^ the inftruments 
fhould begin to be heard; and, afterwards, 
fometimes filent, fometimes accompanying 
the voice, and fometimes by reinforcing, to 
give energy and fire to an oration in itfelf 
violent ; and I fhould like this accornpani- 
rnent to continue to the end of the verfe 

tsU harbara or quat i^ Cartago, o Roma f 

Now which is the barbarian, CarthagCf cnt Rome ? 

But I believe that it will be neceflary, 
particularly in this fcene, to avoid the in-^ 
convenience of making the finger wait for 
the chord ; otherwife all the heat and ener-^ 
gy of the fpeech would be chilled, and the 
inftruments, inftead of animating, would 

VOL !• Y enervate 
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enervate the recitative, and render the pic^- 
ture disjointed, obfcure, and fuffbcated in 
the frame. So that it feems here, as if all 
ritornellij or interftitial fymphonieSy (hould 
be avoided. 

The other fituation is in the feventh fcene 
of the fame aft ; and is precifely one of thofc 
little places in which I fhould wifh Regulus 
to quit his moderation, and think more of 
himfelf than ufual. There are only twelve 
verfes that I fhould wifli to have accompa- 
nied ; which begin at : 

lo venijfi a tradirvi - - - - 

Through fear I fliould betray you - - • 

and end with : 

Come al nome di R$mti Africa trem'u 
How Africa trembles at the name of Rome* 

If you Ihould think accompaniment necef- 
fary here, I recomraeiKl the fame oeconomy 
of time as before ; that the a6lor may not 
be embarraffed or obliged to wait, by which 
that fire would be diminifhed, which I wifli 
to have encreafed. 

And now we are fpeaking of the feventh 
fcene of the firft aft, if you have no objec- 
tion, I Ihould wdfh to have a Very fhort 

fymphony 



( 3^3 ) 

fymphbny after this verfe of ^ianliiis, 
J^acbeta : ei viene *, to give time for the 
Conful and Senators to take their places,, 
and to allow Regulus leifure for advancing 
flowly, and in a penfive manner^ The cha- 
rader of the fymphony fliould be majeftic, 
flow, and fometimes interrupted ; expreffing 
as it were the ftate of Regulus's mind, in 
reflefting upon his now entering that place 
as a flave, in which he formerly prefided as 
confuL I fhould like, that during one of 
thefe breaks in the fymphony, Amilear 
fhould come in to fpeak ; when, during the 
filence of the inftruments, be fliould pro- 
nounce thefe verfes : 

Regolo a che farrtfti f E forfe nuoV9 
Per te quejio Sog^omo f 

Why doft thou flop, O Regulus? Is i\ from thy 
being unaccuftomed to this aflembly ? 

And the fymphony fhould Hot be concluded, 
till after Regulus's anfwer t 

PenfQ qUal ne partii, qual vi ritofnd. 
I thiiflc of what I was, and what I return* 

But after thefe words, I fhould hot wifh 
the inflruments to perform any thing more 

than a mere clofe. 

» 

* Silence : He corned. 

Y 2 In 
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111 the fecoiid a6l, there feems to me no 
other recitative which requires accompani- 
ment, than the foliloquy of Regulus> which 
begins thus, Ic. 7th. 

Tu paifitij mio Cor /* - - - 

Thou tremHcft, O mjr heart ! - - - - 

This ought to be recited fitting, till after 
the following words : 



Ah no, JDe vUi 



Sluejio e il llnguaggio. 

Ah no ! this is the language of Haves. 

The reft to be performed ftanding ; for as^ 
the exit of Regulus happens at the change 
of fcene, it would be difficult if he were 
fitting. But in order that he may have time 
and fpace to move about flowly, flopping 
from time to time, and manifefting himfelf 
to be immerfcd in thought, it is neceffaiy 
that the inftruments fhould introduce, aflift, 
and fecond, his refleftions. While the 
a6lor is fitting, as his refle6lions confift of 
doubts and fufpenfions, they will afford an 
opportunity for extraneous modulation, and 
fhort ritornelli for the infl:ruments ; but the 
inftant he rifes, the reft of the fcene requires 
4 refblution 
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rcfolution and energy : fo that I recur to 
my former wifh, for oeconomy of time. 

And now we are fpeaking of this fcenc, 
1 muft beg of you to correiS: the original, 
which I tranfmitted in the following man- 
ner. There is a meaning implied, which 
upon reflefiion feems to want clearnefs in 
the expreffion. 



Jh no ! De vlli 



Sluejlo i tl linguaggm Inutilmente nacque 

Chifil Vive a fejiejjo : e fol da quejlo 

Noblli affetto ad obbliar s^impara 

Seper altrui. ^anto a di ben la terra^ 
Alia gloria Ji dee. 

Ah no ! this is the language of the worthlefs. He is 
born to no purpofe who lives but for hitnfelf* It is only 
from this noble afFe^lion of forgetting ourfelves, that wc 
learn to be ufeful to others. Whatever the world ca^ji 
)>eftow that is moft valuable, is due to glory. 

Though there are places in the third a<9:, 
as well as in the other two, which I may 
have neglefted to mention, where violins 
may be opportunely employed ; yet I muft 
obferve, that this ornament fliould not be 
rendered too familiar; and I Ihould'be glad, 
if in this third a6J:, particularly, no accom- 

y 3 panied 
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panied recitative occurred, till the lajlfcene. 
This is prevented by the noife and tumult of 
the people, who cry out, Regolo rejii^ ^' iky 
with us RegTilus. " The noife of thefe cries 
ought to be great, to imitate reality, and to 
mauiteft what a refpedlful filence the mere 
preience of Regukis could obtain, from a 
whole tumultuous people. The inftruments 
fhould be filent when the other perfbnages 
fpeak ; and, if you approve of it, may be 
employed whenever the Prototype Ipeaks in 
the lajijcene ; varying, however, the move- 
ment and modulation, not merely to exprefs 
and enforce the words or fentiments, as i& 
thought a great merit by other compofers, 
but to paint alfo the fituation of mind of him 
who pronounces thefe words and fentinientS|^ 
at which fuch mafters as you always afpire. 
For you know, as well as I, that the iam? 
word^ and fentiments may be uttered, accord- 
ing to the diverfity of fituation, ir\ fuch a 
manner as to exprpfs either joy, forroW, 
anger, or pity. I fhould hope from fuch 
hands as yours, that a recitative always ac- 
companied by inftruments, would not be 
fuch a tirefome thing- as it ^fually is, from 
others. In the firil place, becaufe you wiM 
preferve that ceconomy of time which \ 
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have fo much recommended ; particularly, 
as you like wife fb well know how to perfeft 
the art, by the judicious and alternate ufe of 
pianos zndi fortes y by rinforzandos^ hy ftcccatoSf 
Jlurs^ accelerating and retarding the mea- 
fvLve^ arpeggios, {h^kes, fo/ienutos^ and above 
all, by new modulation, of which you alone 
feem to know the whole arcana ((?). But 
if, in delpight of fo many fubfidiaries, you 
fhould be of a different opinion, I (hall 
readily give way to your experience, and be 
perfedly contented, if the following verfes 
are accompanied by violins ; that is, the firft 
ten, from : 

Regolo refit ! Ed to V afeolto I Ed to 

Stay Regulus ! And do I hear this ! Can I -- - 

To the verfe : 

Meritai Podio voftr^ ? 

How have 1 deferved your hatred ? 

Then from the verfe : 

No : pojftbil non h De^ miet Romani 
No; 'tis impoffible. Of my Romans 
To: 

Eforto chtadin : Padre commando. 

I exhort you as a citizen: as a Father, I comm^d. 

(tf) Thefe technical terms, and the refinements they ex- 
prefs, were but little known, at leaft in England, forty 
years ago. 

Y 4 and 
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and laftly From 

Romanu addio. Siano i congedi ejlremi 

to the end (^). 

(^) This being the celebrated piece of Recitative, whieh, 
9S fet bv Jo.nrielli, was coiiltantly encored when performed 
in England, by Serafini, in 17549 I fliall give it here en- 
tire, with a hteral tranflation. 

Rumania oddio, Siano t congedi Romans, adieu. Let this ear 
eflremi laft farcwel 

Degni di no'u Lode agli Dei^ *vi Be worthy of us all. Thank 

lafcio, heaven I leave yoa, 

Mvi lafcio Romani, Ab conjervate And leave you RjoniaQ&. Ahilrivc 

to keep 
Vlibato ilgran nome: eito'tfarete Unfullicd that great name; and 

you will be 
GH arbitri diila terra -y e iltnondo The Earth's folc artnten. AH 

inttro human kind 

Roman drjentera. Numi cuflodi Will Roman foon become. Y< 

guardian pow'rs 
Li quefl'almo terren ; Dee protetirid Of this bleft land ! DiHoities who 

watch 
Delia fiirpe d'Eneay cmfido a 'voi Oe'r great JSncas' fonsl to you I 

truft 
f^flo popol d'Eroi: fian voftra This race of heros; prottd 

cura with care 

SHueftoJuoly^ftetetti^equeftemira. This fofrering foil, thefe man- 

fions, and thefe walls. 
Fate chefempre in ejfk May conftancy, and fiormode, 

Lacoftanza, lajey la gloria aU With valour, juftice, glory, ancl 

bergbiy good faith, 

Lagiuftixtay ilvahre.EyJe giants Fix here their facred dwelling, 

mai and if 

Minaccia il Campidoglio Some evil and malignant ftar 

Alcun' aftro maligno influffirtiy With mfluence xiire thf Capitol 

Ihould threat, 
EccoRegoloy O Dei: Regolofolo Bchol4 eternal Gods, your Re- 

gulus : 
Sia la vittima 'vojhra ; e^ confumi litt hhn your vi6Um ♦€„ tfid, on 

his head 
JtdtaPiradelcielfoleetpomio: Let all the wrath of heav'n be 

fpent. But ah! 
faaRwftatU^ . . • - M^qmfi Let Rome utohurt, remain - - - 
piaitge> jUdio. here— here 

I feel myfeff unman*d ! - - • 
/^di^u! 
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You imagine now, I fuppofe, that this 
tirelbme difcuffion is over. No, Sir, we 
have ftill a fhort addendum to tack to it. 
I fhould wifh that the laft chorus were one 
of that kind, with which you have excited 
in the audience a defire of hearing it, un- 
known before; and that there fhould be 
fuch a ftamp fet on the addio^ with which 
the Romans take a final .leave of Regulus, 
as fhall demoiiftrate, that this Chorus is not 
like moft others, a fuperfiuity, but a moft 
^ffential part of the cataftrophe* 

I here -quit the fubjeft, not indeed, for 
want of materials, or will to converfe with 
you longer; but hpcaufe I am really tired 
4iiyfelf, and fearful of tiring you, 

Signor Annibali, is dcfirous tliat T fhould 
write fomething to him, concerning his 
part (aj. Bijt I nwifl entreat you to read 
to him fuch paflages of this letter, as you 
may think likely to afford him any fatisfac- 
tion. I have not time to perufe what I have 
written; think then, whether it is poflible 
for me to tranfcribe any part of it, 

{a) Annibali, whbfe voice was a coniraltSy and who 
performed the part of Attillo, was in Engird, and fung 
inHandefs Operas, at Covent Garden, in i736r& 7. 
^ec his Character, Hijlory of Mujlcy vol. jv. p, 398. 402. 

Prefcnt 
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Prefent a thoufand afFeftionate compli- 
ments in my name, to the incom^parablc 
Signora Fauftina, and believe me, upon all 
occafions, yours moft truly (F). 

Vienna, 1749. 



LETTER V. 

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI. . 

I SHOULD rejoice, without bounds, at your 
happy arrival in your native country, if in 
the letter which you have been pleafed to 
write to me on the fubje6>, there tranipired 
the leaft fign that you would rejoice your- 
felf. I wifh I may be miftaken in my con- 
jectures ; but it is certain, that in your 
Laconic epiftle, there does not appear the 

[h) Regarding thefe memoirs as a kind of fuppliment to 
my Geheral Hijiory of Mufie^ I have inferted a tranfla- 
tion of this letter, at full length, however long and tech- 
nical it may appear to fome of my readers: as I canijot 
help regarding the inftruftions of fuch a Poet, to fucb a 
Mufician, as precious relics, not only worthy of prefer- 
vation, but of being contemplated with reverence, by 
young Opera compofers, ambitious not only to embellilh, 
but enforce the imagery and ientiments of the Poetry 
which they have to cloath with melody and harmony. 

fmaUeft 
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fmalleft {park of that content which ufually 
inflannes a mind, "vofi compos. I wifli you 
may enjoy that tranquility which you pro- 
pofe to yourfclf, and wifti it from my heart; 
would to God you may difcover the un- 
known fource of happinefs. 

My jiftilw Regolo is preparing for the 
Theatre Roval at Drefden, with all con- 
venient dilpatch. Annibali writes me 
word, that the mufic of the two firft afts, 
has already been rehearfed before their 
Majefties, and is mofl: excellent, I wifli, 
as you may imagine, that its fuccefs n\ay 
anfwer expeftation; but of this, you will 
certainly have a more fincere account than 
myfelf ; however, if it (hould fail; there is 
no likelihood that rumour will be filent. It 
is long fince my tranquility was at the 
mercy of popular breach. The public may 
determine how they plcafe on the prefent 
occafion; neither the excefs nor want of 
approbation, will fuKprife me. I am too well 
convinced, that thefe rather depend on the 
fortuitous concourfe of a thoufand fecret and 
minute accidents, than on the apparent mo- 
tives to which they are afcribed. 

Vienna, Dec, ayth, 1749, 
LET- 
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LETTER VI. 

TO THE SAME, AT SIENNA. 

Your ktter of the 19th of January, 
changed the pleafure which I conftantljr 
ufed to receive from your correfpondcncc, 
into bitternefs, at your complaints of the ac- 
complifhment of my predidlion concerning 
your migration into Tufcany. Good God I 
have you then read, thought, and perbap* 
written, fb much in vain about happinefe 
teing the more difficult to attain, in propor^ 
tion to the eagemefs with which it is pur-» 
fued ! and have you then fofiercd your ima'* 
gination to run away with yxni, fo far as 
to think you (hall come to beggary ?• Oh, 
but fay you, I was not in eanieft, and our 
old mafters tell you that fttrpe ejl dkeremn 
futaham: and, particulafiiy, when before you 
took this ftep, your friends with ^eal haf- 
tened to your afliftancc, as you well- know, 
upon the firft rumoirr, and did every thing 
in their power to enlighten you ; they tried 
to liojd you by the fleeve, but you tore your- 
felf from their hold. So true it is, that wife 

maxims^ 
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maxims can never enable the mlitd to refift 
the emotions of the heart, when, thanks to 
daily pradlicc, they, are mechanically con- 
verted into habits. For our dilgrace, the 
trade of a poet confifts more in laying what 
is right, than of pra<9:i{ing it. But all this 
fine homily is already out of feafbn : confider 
it merely as a tranfport of grief, I fliould 
pleafe you more, if I were lefs interefted in 
your welfare. , You regard me as Moliere's 
old man, who difturbed at the . news of his 
ion's captivity, cries out every moment, iut 
what the devil hud he to do on Jhip^hard? 
You afk my help ; but when you have ob 
tained all that I can give, it will amount to 
but little. Yet, however convinced I may be 
of my debility, I (hall not remain with my 
hands in my bofom, but (hall try, at Icaft, to 
Simulate thofe who have more ftrength to 
help you on. I muft confefs, however, that 
I (hould have had much more courage, if I 
were able to draw water from the (burce: 
there it is limpid and open, qualities which it 
does not preferve in its canals. 

That the Princefs Royal occupies herfelf 
in tranflating my Attilio^ is (till a fecret to 
me. She has, however, communicated to me 
xnany of her poetical produ6tions, and with-' 

out 
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out adulation, I declare, that I am &lw^p 
more and more Itirprifed to find, that in fprte 
of the delicacy of fex, and the weighty af- 
fairs incident to her rank, fhe hasr been abk 
to mount fb high on Parnaflus. 

All the letters from Drefden confirm the 
fortune of Atfilio. But the moft flattering 
of all proofs, is the approbation o^ the King, 
who knows a great part of it by heart ; a 
circumftance of which he did not wifti me to 
remain ignorant. He has deigned* to have 
it infinuated to me, that he fhould have 
been highly pleafecl, if I could have been 
prefent at any one of the reprefentations ; 
and in fpite of the impertinence of my nerves, 
and of the uncommonly horrid winter which 
this perverfe year has produced, I fhould 
have given way to fuch an excufable vanity, 
if the whole medical faculty, and the outcries 
of my friends, had not prevented me* This, 
my dear Abate, is the moft illuftrious pre- 
mium that I can propofe to my labours, the 
reft is more^an affair of others, than my 
own. 

The Neapolitan Envoy at Drefden, loads 
me with a mercantile care, little adapted XQ 
my profeflion. He never had written t'o^e 
before ; but now writes only on this fubje€^^ 

and 
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and is determined that I (hall have enough 
of it, for he fpeaks of. nothing elfe. This 
confidence does not more furprife, than hon- 
our me. Yoy, according to him, are to 
fpeak to me on the fame chapter. Oh poor 
humanity ! Adieu, believe me without ex- 
aggeration, yours moft fincerely. 

Vienna, February 7, 1750. 

LETTER VII. 

TO SIGNOR FILIPP.ONI. 

I feel more pain than remorfe at not hav- 
ing been able to anfwer your letter of the 
25th of April, iboner. - My health, fbmc 
domeftic affairs, a world of commiffions for 
other people, and different malediftions, have 
phylically prevented me from being with 
you, but not at all from thinking of you. I 
have frequently fpoken of your ajSairs to 
Count I^ofi, and have always found him 
full of benevolence towards you. It would 
not be amifs, if you were to join in teazing 
hini, by thanking him for the partiality 
towards you which he has repeatedly men- 
tioned to me ; defcribing to him in the ihort- 
cfl: manner poffible, the true ftate of your 
- 3 affairs ; 
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affairs ; and magnifying the hope you place 
iin his kind offices. 

I read with pleafure the Canzonetta of 
Signora Livia Accarigi* It is poetical, happy, 
graceful, and harmonious : and coming from 
a lady, is, in fhort> more than fufficient to 
difgrace our whole fcx. You naay fafely 
and confcientioufly congratulate her upon it 
in my name* I know not whether our au- 
guft patron has yet fetti it; but I know thjat 
I have laid fuch a train, that he certainly 
will fee it. 

Vienna, June 6, 1750. 



END OP THE SEVENTH SECTION*. 
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SECTION VIII. 



\\ E (hall now refume the correfpondencc 
of our poet with his friend Farinelli, which 
feems to have been the moft cordial and 
conftant literary intercourfe he (uftained after 
the death of the Romanini. In a former letter 
to hira that has been inferted in thefe me- 
moirs (c), Metaftafio fpeaks of his na/al impa- 
tience for the arrival of a prelent of fhufF, 
which had beenfent to him from Spain by the 
vocacl favourite of that court ; and now he 
give$ an account of its being in his pofleflion. 

L E T T E R I. 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI. 

Notwithstanding a croud of letters 
that lie heforp me, and which will remain 

(r) See above, p. 295. 

VQL. I. z in 
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in peace, till the tortured nerves of my poor 
bead will allow me to anfwer them, I can- 
not poftpone embracing you, and giving you 
an account of the ihufF being arrived, and in 
my pofleffion, together with the vanilla, 
and bark. I received the cheft two days 
ago, proud of ever having had a (hare in 
the Spaniih Flota. It is impoilible to thank 
you in a more expreffive formula, than in 
f».ying aloud, that the gift is worthy of your 
heart. The whole city and court urc al- 
ready informed of it ; and I take efpecial 
care, that juftice is dene to my mod belovel 
twin. Th'jbark and fnuffj-are arrived in the 
higheft prefervation. The vanilla is a L'ttle 
dry, and, inibme of the extremities, ithascon* 
trafted a kind of ruft, or mouklineis, wlrich 
made me fear it was fpoiled. But the learn*' 
ed*in iiich matters have cleaned it, and % 
that it will be ftill -ufcfiiL I HieiiM enter 
upon a long and formal acknowledgement, 
but we know one another too well: yon 
would Ikip like a grafshoppcr ; and 1 fliould 
not fay half what I feel. Yqu whp jire in 
my heart, or rather who have it with. you, 
alk it how it feels. 

Laft week I fent you the ArztnsL of the 
Cmjly with the addiUQ0i4 ji^^rt you defired. 
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If tbc paflagc which you propofc(J by i 
merchant fhip, is as (hort as it ought to b^^^ 
you will have it twenty-three, or twenty-four 
days, before Eafter. But if not, the fauk 
.will be your correfpondent's, not mwie- The 
prefent letter will go through Paris diredlly 
to Madrid. Obferve, when you receive it> 
4he difference of time that it has been on 
the road,, from that of forn^er letter^. 

Marefchal Count Pinos has been here, to 
thank me for the partiality which you have 
fliewn to :his nephew. He is impatient to 
obey your commaQ(Js in fomething or other, 
and extremely forry that the bufinei^ of Sig. 
Rodolfo is abfolutely imprafticable. He 
entreats you to put him to fome other trial; 
and, in the meantime, if it fhould be con- 
venient and defirable for his foA to try his 
fortune, and enter hito his feryice, he will 
give hini a company in his own regiment. 

Our Countefs . d^ Althan thanks you for 
the favourable notice you have taken of her 
nephew ; is much pleafed with your remem- 
brance ; and having divided with her my 
fnuff, it will conftantly ftimulate gratitude, 
atleaft in the nafal fenfe. 

By your.filence concerning feveral^my 
letters, I, begin to s^rehend that tJiey are 

z 2 loft. 
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loft. Your laft is dated the 28th oF No- 
vember. 

Whenever an opportunity offi^rs, I beg 
you will never fail to lay at the feet of your 
Deity, the moft humble tributes of my pro- 
found refpcS: and fay, that authorifed by 
iiich an oracle, my vanity begins to become 
a virtue. Adieu my dear Gemello. Thanks 
again, and — No, no ; you begin to bounce, 
Love me as I do you, and I defire no 
more, 

Vienna, 3d of 1750 (d). 

In the next letter to his old and zcaloua 
friend, he refumes the unfortunate fubjeft 
of his Neapolitan place ; and Ipeaks of the 
profecutions of fortune, in fpite of all the 
favour and partiality of' the four principal 
fovereigns in Europe, with equal energy 
and indignation. And it does fe§m, as if 
princes were more negligent, or lefs able 
than is generally imagined, to re^yard liich 
captivating talents as Metaflafio's, cvw at 
the time when they were moft enchanted 
by them, and when they moft openly cpui* 

(/?) In none of Metaftafio's Letters, written during th^ 
foft n^onth of the year, is January mentioned '- 

feflcd 
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Ifeflfcd , their obligatiotis* That blq one of 
thefe princes would encourage .the fciziureof 
a purchaled place, in order to reward hia 
m^rit at another's expence, was a virtuosi 
forbearance ; but that no one C>{ theixi^ qt 
that all together, would not indemnify the 
poet's lofs by an adequate penfion^ is a mpft 
marvellous inftance of the inefficacy of royal 
favouri 

L E T T £: R M. 

*rO FAfilNfiLLi. 

AtL the newfpapers are full of the royal 
magnificence with which you have brought 
put my Demojhonte. In Ihort Madrid^ 
thanks to your care, occupies the firft place 
among all the theatres in Europe, And 
this will always happen, where princes have 
good nofes, and can diftinguifh a melon 
from a pumpkin ; in fliort, when they do 
not order the fhoe-maker to do the bufinefs 
of a barber; or the barber to make boots. 
All this theatrical primacy on the banks of 
the Manzanare, except the /overeign liip- 
port, is your work: and whatever does you 
honour, fwcetly excites my twin tendernefs* 
, * z 3 You 
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You may eafily imagine whether I aisflat* 
tered or not, by the generous nation in wJbicb 
you rcfidc, honouring me with the title of 
the great ^anifh poet : I fhould be pleafed 
if I were a -hermit in a defert, or a mummy 
baked into a monk of La Trappe; ccxr^der 
then to what degree I mtift be intoxicaftec^ 
being a poet, and living in a court. But thi 
venerated oracle pronounced in my f»votir, 
by the firft ftar of this firmament, is fb great 
and fb enviable a premium for my poor 
labours, that I forget their inefficacy in pro- 
curing me fome little favour from my enc- 
.tny fortune, I begin to wifh th^t ibmc 
author would take it into his head to write 
my life, and without the leaft deyiaiioB 
from trtuh, would begin thus : In the eigb^ 
teentb century, lived a certain Abate. Meltfla^ 
Jio^ (C tolerable poet among bad ones: neMer 
bandfome nor ugly ; more full of wants tban 
avarice ; witb the fair -f ex tender, but reJ^B-- 
f ul \ faithful to his friends y though nfelefs^ en- 
dowed with a defre to do good, but deotni (f 
the means. He laboured during his whale life^ 
at once ta inJiruSl and delight mankind % bvf 
fortune was always fo much his foCy that h^ 
Jpite of the reSlitude, pity, and grandeur j of 
the moji juf fovereigns in Europe^ he bad been 

deprvoed^ 
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deprhed^ nvithout a crime^ of the mtfei^abk re* 
ward dfhu innumerable labours i^ and the means' 
of fecuring the ledjl provijion for old age; but 
notwith/ldnding fo many misfortunes ^ he died 
proud^ and tontented ; in remembring that one 
of the greatejl^ moft enlightened^ and moji 
amiable princejfes upon earthy had preferred 
km to all the poets who flourijhed during the 
age in which he lived. 

Jomelli is the beft compofer, of whom 
T have any knowledge, for words. Be af- 
fured that I have no partiality for him. It 
is true, that he repeats too much ; but it is 
the prefent epidemical vice of Italy, of 
which he will foon be correfted. He has 
Ibmetimes reftrained the caprice and am- 
bitioji of fingers. But there are no Fari- 
nellis, to whofe tafte and judgment a poet 
may fafely refign himfelf. 

A company of ladies, enlifted under the 
banner of the Countefs d' Althan, will have 
me fpeak of them, and tell you how miich 
they love you, in fpite of the mifchief which 
you have done them, in rendering your imi- 
tators intolerable. But this would be a 
long bufinefs ; and I have hardly time to ' 
meation the afFeftion with which I am, &c, 

z 4 Tq 
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To relieve you from the tirefbmenefe of 
of this letter, I fend you a Canzonetta on the 
departure of Nifa. You will find it very 
tender, but do not wrong me io far as to 
fuppofe me in love- You know^ whether I 
am capable of fuch imbecility. The mufic 
is common, and my own; but wlioevcr 
iings it with a. little expreffion, will find it 
fufficient to vanquifh a Nifa. A better 
compolition would acquire more applauie to 
the mufician, but fewer advantages to the 
lover. 

Vienna, January 28, 1750; 



A letter which he wrote to the Princcis 
of Belmonte, with his beautiful Canzonet, 
La Partenzaj dated Feb. 21, 1750, has been 
preferved in the family, and the following 
tranfcript of it has been inferted in the me- 
moirs of the poet, by Sig. Mattel, 

" I am fo plcafed and flattered by the 
correfpondence with which your excellency 
deigns to continue to honour me, that the 
flighteft pretext for keeping it alive^ feems 
to me a moft weighty reafon for writing. 
The excufe for the prefent letter, will be, 
the inclofed canzonet, which makes mc 

begin 



( 345 ) 

l3Cgin to fancy.it good for fomethiiig, I 
wrote it more than a year ago, through 
mere complaifance, and thought it fo little 
worthy of appearing in public, that I fup- 
pofedit would either die almoft as foon as 
born, or lead a folitary and obfcure life in 
fome forgotton delk of the perfon for whom 
it was unwillingly produced. But I per- 
ceive, that I was miftaken : it was not born 
for a monaftic life : it has begun to fufFer it- 
felf to be feen by ftealth : difficulty enhances 
the price of every thing. It has acquired 
fame (as often happens) by exaggerated 
accounts of its beauty. . This fame has 
created an eager defire of poffeffion, in many 
who have been but too eafily gratified by the 
firft ravifher. And fearing, that my ftroll- 
ing Helen, paffing from one of her pretended 
admirers to another, might poffibly be heard 
of by your Excellence, before her exiftence 
was announced by myfelf, I now fend her ; 
not from thinking her worthy of favour, 
but to preclude the accufation of negligence. 
Here (he is. Sufpend moft venerated prih- 
cefs, your natural gentleiiefs and candour: 
treat her with feverity ; make her do penance, 
and regard her as a difobedient daughter, 
who has had the affrontery to elope from 

her 
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her father. Your Excellence has loligknown, 
that I am unable to write any thing that in 
to be fung, without imagining fbme {ott ijf 
mufic. What I now fend, was written f» 
the mufic 'which accompanies it(e). It is in- 
deed a very fimple melody ; yet, if fiiJig vinth 
that tender expreffion which I fuppofe, it 
will be fufficicnt to fecond the force of the 
words : and whatever mufic of a more re- 
fined and ftudied ipecies fhall be appHed to 
them, may produce greater applaufc to the 
' muiician^ but will certainly be lefs advanta- 
gious to the poet. '* 

As no doubt remains that the Canzmetta^ 
ha Partenza^ was written to the fame ai# 
which the poet had fet to La Liberta^ I 
fhall here prefent my mufical readers with 
another copy of that air, with which I have 
been favoured by Doftor Haydn^ who well 
remembers the having heard Metaftafio fing 
it. There is fome little difference between 
this copy and that with which I was fur- 
nilhed'by Cocchi\ and in order to enable the 

{e) This is almoft a proof that the air which Metaftafio 
;liimfelf had fet to his Liberia^ had fervcd during the time 
<rfinfpiration, to regulate the metre of La Partenzay and 
ptobably of his Palinodlay as the vcrlification of all thefc 
three poems^ is the fame. 

Englifli 
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Englifli reader to form foftie fkint idea of the^ 
beautiful fentitnents of the original poem^ 
and tofurhifhhim with afecondW^^ for 
finging Metaftafio's own melody, a verfioti 
in the lame fliort metre is attempted; in 
which, the difficulty will but too plainly ap- 
pear, of compreffing into 6ur language, all 
the ideas of the original, in the lame num-» 
ber of words. 

There was a ftory current in Vienna, in 

1772, concerning the occafion of the faU 

lowing Canzonet. The Htcey who had 

been the heroine of Zr^ Libert a^ was not the 

heroine of La Partenza^ lior was the diftrcls 

which the poet defcribes, his own ; but that 

of a young nobleman of very high rank^ 

who having been fo deeply enamoured of a 

beautiful young opera dancer^ as to make 

his friends fear he would elope with her, and 

, make her his wife, they entreated Metafta* 

fio to reafon with the young lover, and try 

to prevail on him to let her be fent away to 

Ibme remote country, in order to facilitate 

his cure. The poet tells the Princels di 

Belmonte, in the preceding letter, that he 

, Wrote the Canzonet untvilJingfy and through 

mere complaifance \ and in a letter to Fari- 

^ nelli, written about the fame time, different 

from 
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from that in which the little poem was feflt^ 
we have the ftory, though confiderabljr dif- 
guifed. In fpeaking of fuch performers of 
all kinds as were then employed in the Im-^ 
perial theatre, and who when their engage- 
ments were out, might be of ufe in that of 
Madrid, he fays : " By the inclofed memo- 
rial, you will perceive, that I reccommend 
to you a female dancer, who is^ much ap- 
plauded here. But you muft not judge of 
her haftily. I am not acquainted with hetj 
nor have I ever Ipoken to her in my life. 
But every one knows how much I am yours, 
and all apply to me. I am, however, not 
exempt from intercft in this bufinefi, as I 
now perform an office which may be of 
Ibme utility in its confequences ; for l?y ferv- 
ing this lady, a very defirable work will be 
performed, which I (hall explain to you 
in two words. 

A young gentlepian of my acquaintance, 
though married to a moft beautiful lady, is 
over head and ears in love with this nymph. 
By dint of preaching, I have prevailed 
on him to part from her; but he pro- 
tefts, that he is unable to refift her at- 
traftions, if (he remains here. If you could 
poffibly employ her, I really believe (he 

would 
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would be approved. But at all events, let 
me have fuch a letter from you, as when 
fliewn, fhall convince my friend that I did 
not deceive him^ when I promifed to write 
to you.'* 

Late editors tells us, that the canzonet in 
queftion, was written in 1 746 ; but it ap- 
pears from the author's own account, that it 
was written in 1749 '. we find, however, no 
mention made of it to his moft confidential 
correfpondents, till the year 1750. 

The haplefs lover feems to have impofed 
on the poet, the defcription of his fufFerings, 
as a penance for the facrifice which he had^ 
made to his eloquence; and few, perhaps, 
who can ^fliime the defperate circumftances 
of a lover, relinquiftiing the objeft of his 
paflion for ever, yet retaining his affeftion 
without the moft diftant hope of its gratifi- 
cation, will think that the bard was no 
fuper|iqi;*l judge of the mental difesfe pf his 
patient. 



La 
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La Partenza, or the Separation. 



' ^fe ^ji JJ'|J-^7-HrJ_^ XTt 



Ec ' CO quel fiero ij* tan - ie^ Ni - cCf ma Nice, ad - 

Ni-fa, the dreadful time Is come to bid a - 
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£//9. Come vi-vro ben mi - o, Co - si Ion ^ 
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dicu! Nor to a dif-tant clime Muft I thy 
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/a/r ^ tef C9-s\ kn - - tan da ief 

fteps pur - - fue, Muft I thy fteps pur - fue. 
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lo vi'vro fempre in pene, lo non avrd piu 

No hope will fate al - - low To footh the harlh dc - 
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bme^ E tUj chi fa fe tnai 7/ fiv ^^o^ijt 

dree, Yet who can Jell if thou Wilt c - rer 
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rat di tne\ Ti fov-njer » - rof 

think of me I Wilt e - ver think of 



mi J J i: 
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me I 



i^^ 



Soffri che in traccia almfito 
Del miQ ferduta pace 
Veuga il fenjiir jeguau 
SuP^rmi del tw pie. 

Sempre Mthuo camino, 
Sempre nicmjrai vicino ; 
E tu, cbifafe tnai 
Tt fovv erred di vie / 



II. 

Let me in volant thought 
Ideal blifs renew. 
By remiaifconcc taught 
ril ftiil thy ftef)S purfue. 

Full in my fight as now 
Thy image e'er will be : 
Yet, who can tell if thou 
Wilt cYcr think of roe ! 



/o 



( 3S^ ) 



M-'fio volgendrnpajfi 
Andro cbiedendo a ifijft^ 
La ninfa ma (&v* (I 
Datruna alValtra oMraraf 
T(f andri cbiamando ogmra : 
Etu^ A'tjajemai 
Ttjowerrai di me I 

h rbvedrbfivente 

Le omeHe plaggfj o Nice^ 
Dove 'uiveafelice 
9>uando ^jivea con te<, 

A me far Ml tormento 
Ccntomemorie e cenlo : 
E iUy tbijaje mat 
I'l Jov*verrai di me ! 



III. 

In fditary wayt. 
While forrowing I go, 
To rocks I'll fing thy praifc. 
To echo tell my woe. 

The woods ihall hear my row, 
And Zephyr bring it thee : 

; Yet, who can tell if thou 
Wilt ever think of me ! 
IV. 

To fcenes my reftlefs mind 
Will ever have the clue. 
When time and fate were kind, 
And Nifa was in view. 

And thefe regretting, how 
From pain can I be free :— 
Yet, who can tell if thou 
Wilt ever think of me ! 



Ecco^ (diro) quelfonte^ 
Dove cnrvampS di/degn9y 
Ma pot di pace infigno 
La bella man mi dii, 

^iji vivea difpeme ; 
Laji languiva infieme ; 
E tuy cbifaje mat 
Tlfowerrai di met ■ 

^antivedrai giungendo 
Al nuovo tuojbggiornot 
S^anti vernirti, iniorno, 
A qffrirti amore efe. 

Ob dio ! Cbifafrc^ tanti 
Teneri omaggif e ptanti^ 
Ob Dio \ Cbijkfemoi 
Ti fowerraie^ me ! 



penfa qual dolceflrale, 
Cara mi lafcj infeno : 



Sometimes the fountain viewii^ 
Where Nifa once look'd grave; 
Then kindnefs fweet renewing, 
Her beauteous hand ihe gave* 
Here hope fate on thy brow. 
There fear no hope could fee : 
Yet, who can tell if thou 
Wilt ever think of met 

VI. 

What votaries foon will croud 
^ Thy (hrine both day and night, 
Peclare their fuit aloud. 
When I am out of fight ? 
Oh heav'n ? while thefe all Jww 
And bend the fupple knee. 
Who, Nifa, knows if thou 
Wilt e*cr remember me ! 

VII. 

Think of the fatal dart, 
I evermore iball guard, 

Fettf» 
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^sitfa cbe amo Fileno D^p nuMog m tof httftt 

Senza sperarmerci : Hemote from all rewirdl ! 

JBof^aro oM^fotif/lo % . . , How «^etclitd 2 (hall be^ 
Penfo'^^Aby cbifa ft mai 'But dare I hope that thou 

^^twrnaiSm! Wlkcwf think rfm^l 



LETTER IIL 

TO THJ5 SAME* 

By the beginning of ycmrs, liated the 
13th of the prefent year, I percdve that, 
deceiTied by the' chearfulnefe of^ tfee ftyte of 
my let^rsy yon think me in perfed he^tlthv 
But do not truft to that, my dear Gtemelloj 
you fhould reoiember, that fidion is the ca- 
pital of us PoieW; bdidefr, ywi infpire me 
with good h^moitf, "Whenever 1 tkke up the 
pen to write to you : for. 1 find you the moft 
efficacioujs anti4Qt;e to/^e acid|itxes and fla- 
tulencie9 with whkb my poor flMnach and 
head arc afHidcd, and againft ail the other 
moAgeniteel malediidiions, that are lodged i^ 
my little (battered machine ; which, how* 
(Bver, manifefb no outtv^ard fign of internal 
perfecution. My circumference is not di- 
minifhed; or my countenance fallen; and 

VOL. I. A a vefy 



very often, when I am engaged iu the inpft 
violent jcpnflid wiih my iufibrings^ I am 
obliged to thank my friends for thicir con- 
gratujations uppjf -my apparent unviable 
Hate of health. This wpijld wear out my 
patience, did I not reflect, th^t the iamc 
paockery happens to iiioft of thofe, whom 
the world from external appearances, thinks 
arrived at .the fummitof human felicity, 
amidft the rank, riches, and honours, with 
which they are forrounded. How ofteit 
would tbefe illuftnous wretches, ^dly 
change their condition with the moft miferar 
J>le of their a4orer3j ySTour Gemello has at- 
tempted to delcrihe* thi$ in his ^Siufeffe 
riconqfeiuta^ 

, „«•- ; Si Uge[jcit^frofUeJc%tit(^\ 

,' ^uanil mgi chc^iil^ij^qjiamif 
dfarehherofieiaf 

If mental fuller ings we <;ould read 
liifcribed with truth upon <each brow, 
\ : r . Wjlfhptt^theii bur hearth wouM bleed, 

v' For thpfewhoriiiPQftwc (envy aovi :. ' 

/,. ButiH/hat hypochondraic d^mou has dip* 
pfd me. into morality ! What- a peftifercras 
drug for low fpirite I If we :w*iih for relief, 
let us have recourfe to other means, as thcfe 
have beco Ipng tried in vaip* : . 

... You 
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You would have tne pil? Yoi- ftich a 
forcerer in Poetry, as you ^are in Mufic ; 
but, my dear Gemello, you will never have 
an ^accomplice in yotir crimes. If even my 
verfes ihould have the magical power which 
you afcribe to them, I am always infinitely 
lefs dangerous than you. Among all the in- 
habitants of the globe, the number of thofc 
who underftand the Italian language is very 
fmall ; and among thofe, few have a tafte 
for Poetry, and ftill f(?wer a critical know* 
ledge of its beauties and defedls. But every 
living creature has ears, and all feel them- 
lelvcs highly delighted by thoie fubtll and 
infidious harmonical proportions, unknown 
to your predeceffors,' with which you only 
have had the power- to render prafticable^ 
the fecret road by which the ear carries 
on an interceurfe with tike hedrti^ - There- 
fore repient, my dear Wizard, f€ij)ent of your 
crinies. - ' ' • -'* 

Where is the wonder that Mihere (hould 
fee difputes concerning the leiigth" 6f (hort- 
iiefs of the Princefs of •PVyg^*'^ Taftds;haye 
always differed. ^' Some will ItetVif it feng*, 
and Ibme fhort ; and - in tny^ o]piniort 'both 
irjre -right; becaufe, - accdrdifag tottie^ackS 
pied sxipm, de gufiiius non'eJi^Sjj^^izndurti. 
' - A a 3 1 am 
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I am for tke medium : and between the two 
cxtremtesy for the fhort : yet, as a Poet, I 
muft adopt the long, whether I will or no; 
for the following reafon: That whlmpereTi; 
iEneas, before he went to Carthage, to lead 
aflray the poor widow of your acquaintance, 
had a wife in Troy ; and the D — ^1 would 
have it, that (he was called Creufa^ like our 
Princeis. Virgil, in his i£neid, repeats 
the name of this good lady, at leaA ten 
times, and always places it at the end of 4 
verfe, making it conftantly confii): of three 
iyllables, of which the penultima is always 
A^^. : Njpw, if; I had the temerity to oppofe 
the authority of Virgil, I Ihould run the 
ri% of excommunication from the whole poe- 
tif^al hierarchy ; nor would a pilgrioiage to 
Pdphos Qx E[qlicpn, be, fufficient to reconcile 
me with Barqaifus. ^|So that. I muft, whe-r 
iher I wi^ or not, appommodate myielf tQ 
the long name. But you, who for your 
comfqrt are not dipped in poetry, arc under 
IK> nece)Qity to attend to theie circumftances* 
I adnaire yoijr. temporising, like Fabiuf 
Alaximus« ai^ coiUeaiing both^^ Yoa 

could pQ):,have done; better, than by ordering, 
as you have wifely dpne, that one half of 
the iix^ars ihould fOQtrad the aame, and 

the 
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the other lengthen it. The ejtpedient pleales 
me fo much, that I fhall make ufe of it in 
Mufic ; and when there is any doubt, whe- 
ther a third (hould be flat or fharp, 1 fhall 
play it flat with one hand, and fharp with 
the other: thus the ears of every one will 
"Ibe gratified. 

The Countefs d'Althan, Marechal Vaf- 
quez, and Count Efterhafi, falute you cor- 
dially. I have already mentioned in my 
preceding letter, the inundation of fhufF; 
I therefore fhall not fatigue you with re- 
fuming the fubjeft, but merely tell you, that 
every pinch I take, is a memento of the 
amiable donor. 

Let us now make peace about dates, be* 
caufe by the reply to my lafl letter, you have 
well paid me for that which was forgotten ; 
but we fhall flill difpute afFeflion, as I fuf- 
tain that I love you more than I have a right 
to expcft you to love me. 

Vienna, Feb. ii, IJp^f 
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LETTER IV. 

TO THE SAMF. 

What kind of cruelty is this, my moft 
inhuman, moft ungrateful, and, in Ipite of 
all this, moft beloved Gemello ! Here, in 
order to obey your commands, am • I up to 
the chin in mud: I have thii'ty horfes to 
guide, and ten beafts who govern them: 
fronji morning to night am I befet with 
horfe-lhoes, faddles, harnefs, cloth-bags, 
coachmen, poftilions, farriers, and Idlers, 
who Ipin rny head like jsl top. I expeft 
every poft-day to be comforted with a letter 
from you, but none arrives* You have 
fomething elfe to do : I know it, and pity 
jou; but. could not you, at leafl, order 
jfoiiiebody elfe, merely to write mc word 
howyou do ? You have no conception, atfuch 
a cfiitartce, ' how many melancholy thoughts 
your filence generates. I love you as much 
as you merit, that is without end ; and it is' 
impoliible for any one to love at; tliat jatc, 
and not be afraid. I never doubt of your 
heart, knowing it as 1 do. It is too great, 

and 
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and t05 worthy j'liot to coincide with one that ^ 
is fo much yours as I ain j but the not hear- ■ 
iiig from you for fucb a length of time^is a 
faft too long and rigorous/jfor thfe Metaftaii^ii 
ilomich* Adieu ; I have ho time to-daiy for 
a longer letter, having been occupied in youf 
fervipe another way* If I do not put the 
caravan in motion, I know not what w<$uM 
foon Happen: I have tio time ttf breathe, 
I fent you a canzonetta. Hav6 you re- 
ceived it ? Adieu once more. 

P: iSi' The letter already written is long 
enough; and yet I cannot help making a little 
addition to it, infavour of the agreeable Mada- 
moifeUeCaftellina ; to whom. I advifed the fa** 
lubrious^air df Aranjuez in company with her 
phyfician. I have always in my former let- 
ters begged of you to fay and do a thoufand 
kind things in my name ; but you luive never 
given me the leaft affurance of having exto-< 
cuted my commiflipn. Can you be jealous ? 
Oh what a vile infirmity ! I pity you ex-^ 
tremely, my dear Gemello, particularly^ whei> 
I reflect, that no one is cured of this malady 
in Spain. We good people of Germany 
know nothing of fuch a diforder^ except in 
a^moft moderate degree; juft as a mere 
fauce to love. You fouthern folks, devoid . 

A a 4 i of 
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of all elutfity for your cseighbotirs^ waitt to 
keep tke palfion of love wholly ta your* 
folves^ without afibrdkig the digbteft portiot 
of its fwects to mxy <h» elTe^ But enough 
of thif ; jou fliouW thank heaven^ that we 
arc fo far afunder; otherwHe, in ^te of 
your numerous merits, and the paucii^ of 
rnine^ I ihould give way .to all the rage I 
could mufter againft you; hut theie are 
caO:les in the air. I threaten you with war 
from the Danube, and you laugh dei&nce 
on the Man2fi!hare» BjiceJimie^J^taziUe. 
Airagime e w poco dt ccbiu. 

I wrote to you a few weeks a^« ocmoem^ 
h^g a ydung perfim^ caUed SigaaraCdbA^ 
Meitfii and I wrote yo^ the trath^ tfaon^l 
was commanded to. make her pancgjiric^ 
I hear that Madame Tefi has written to you 
abo^ hwr Jifcewife- Without the kaflrinjif** 
tery,, fhe is a good vaoveable, and pdeafirs 
here Ti^ry much. ■ J beg you will wiat€^.:to 
me in iuch> a qnaniief that Jl may ihew.nty 
principal hs(f)(Vf obedient I have been. Ad, 
however, i& fiich a maiiiu^r as ihall< ixnt you 
beft. TJjere is JI10 harm in your beting in* 
formed qf the merghandifQ of this ^placo^ as 
you may probably have ..occaiioEt; for" it iOi 
your iotuf e theatrical dire ^ion. t, . • :. 

% My. 



' Hily dear ' GemeUo, your' loVc fe cveiy 
thing to me, and wants to be fw*cetencd hf 
so fxrcfents: faufF, however, excepted, which 
cannot, be rcfofed. There is fueh a mifera- 
blc fcarcity here at prefent of this drug, that 
the worft cjuality is fold by the deakrs at an 
c&omom price ; while the beft, which can 
only be brought in with the greateft diffi- 
culty, is but ordiniary, and my nofe is an 
inapeitinent member, which will not be con- 
tent witii every fort. If you will take pity on 
it, know thatitdiflikes dry feuiF, and has pofi- 
tivdiy an infuperable averiion ipr that of a 
reddiih colour. Its favourite tint, is a pale 
yelkrw. I have already fpoken to the dealer,- 
who, in confidertion of my poetical faculty, 
wiU make me pay. only three florins a pound, 
and will give me the earlieft intelligence of 
tiic arrival of the cheft that is direfied to 
me, I beg you will not think me trouble- 
fbtne, becaufe, on the fubjed of fnuff, it ia 
iknpoflible to be modeft. 

Vienna, Maj 2, 175O4 



>'■■- Metaftafio's correfpondence with Sig. 

FfBfi. d^'Argenvilliers^th^ banker, at Rome, 

l^fgan this year ; and tiiough thefe letters 

- - chiefly 
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chiefly turn on his money concern^y in that 
qity^ and at Naples, yet there are in them 
frequent traits of friendfhip, gratitude, and 
genius, which in the Italian language acq 
interefling and beautiful. 

After acknowledging the kind manner iA 
which he had honoured the draughts which 
bis brother had prefented to him, he {slj$, 
" I (hall not enter on the panegyrics due t& 
your attentive, diligent, and friendly ex- 
aditude. I feel, that the occafion which 
I have for it, far furpaffes my power of 
praife. I hope you think my heart well 
organized ; and tiat taken for granted, my 
mere acknowledgment is worth a hundred 
orations of Demofthenes. Continue to ho- 
nour me with the place which you have 
affigned me in your good heart, which I 
(hall always moft anxioufly endeavour to 
deferve." 

In the next letter he iays : " The eager- 
nefs which you manifell for my coming to 
Rome, I can affure you, without poetical 
fidion, adds m^nyjiimuli to my own paffion 
for fuch a vifit. But how many curfcd flutes 
fliould I have to tune, before that could 
happen ! Yet who knows ? I have not re- 
llnquiflied hope. In the meantime, I beg to 

be 
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fee honourfed with your afFcftion, in Ipite 6( 
my involuntary Laconifm ; but pray belieVtf 
me orientally, and with the moft (inccre, 
grateful, and tender efteem, &c.*' 

In another Tetter of the fame year, after 
thanking Sig. Argenvilliers for his kind* of- 
fices, he adds : " I am proud of your friend- 
fliip, and eorreipondcnce ; but I Ihould be 
more fecure and tranquil, if you could luggeft 
to me fome. expedient in . my power, of 
which I am ignorant, to be of a little ufe 
to you in return, that I might flatter myfelf 
with not always ^unging upon you for my 
own advantage. Pray analyfe my abilities. 
It is true, for my mortification, that the 
herbs in my garden are ufelefs; and yet, in 
the hands of an excellent botanift, who 
knows what virtues may be found in 
them?" 

In anfwer to this letter, his friend fcems 
to have kept up the botanical metaphor, to 
which Metaftafio, on the point of fetting 
out for his annual excurfion into Moravia, 
replies : 

" You fend me a botanical challenge ; 
but, thank heaven, my departure furnifhes 
me with a plaufible pretext fpr fhunning 
fuch a trial. I hardly kn9\M; a. nettle frdrn a ^ 

thiftle 
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tluftlci and you fpeak tOTiic^ of ififtanj an^ 
wouhd-wort. But the poftificn is impa- 
ticnt* Adieu.'* 

Wc fliaii return, chronologrcally, to thS 
correfpcmdeiice ; but, atr prefent, it is nc- 
ceflary to refumt that with Farinelii. 

By the irregularity of the poft; Metaflafio 
had been deprived of letters from his friend 
at Madrid a confiderable time; and when 
they arrived, after a long interval, he ad- 
dreffed him in the following mannen 



LETTER V. 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI. 

At length you have given way to re- 
morfe, and your long, afFedionatc, and cor- 
dial letter, has made me ample amends for 
all my cruel fufFerings, on account of your 
lilence. I thank you heartily, and fend you 
a legion of embraces. I fhall not exaggerate 
the pleasure which you have given me, as 
you, who have my heart in your pbflcflTbri, 
may underftand me beft when I am filent. 

Now I fhall reply to your letter, parjk- 
graphby paragraph; but if it were poffible 

for 
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for mt ever to be fhort in writing to you^ I 
ibould be brief now ; as I am preflcd foe 
time. I hear, from the venerated Marquly 
Enfenada, the affe^ionate manner in which 
you fpeak of me, from the extreme goodneft 
of your heart. But you were bom to tafte 
the bleilings of fweetening humanity. The 
polFeffion of a friend of fuch a caliber, it 
not a fmall melioration of cxiftence. 

Your mufic to my canzonet is expreffive, 
graceful, and the legitimate offspring of one 
arrived at fuprcmacy in the art. I thank 
you for communicating it to me, particu- 
larly as a teftimony of your love ; but if it 
^'^s malicioufly fent, as a critique on mine, 
1 fhall take care to revenge myfelf on the 
firft poetry that you ihall fend to the prels. 
Yet, if the devil (hould tempt you to become 
a poet, who knows but you may unfheath 
{ojpciG other latent talent ? Oh odt|iing eUe 
^s wanting to complete my ruin, but to hav^ 
you for a rival. Sia Jitto n'funno a h 
maro (/). And {o my canzonet ha$ ob* 
tained the approbation of the Deity of the 
Maxizanare i And the name of the Poet 

(/) Hiis ientence is Ne^poliCjui, and iaplies: maj tb$ 
iiiAj^ $Q tbi bottom ofthefea. 

Metaftaifio 
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Metaftafioiias had tbecglory of being pro* 
nouiiced by royalty. ? My. beloved GcmeJJo, 
yot^ who Wvse procured me an honour which 
donfoloB me for all : the labounsr * of my life, 
(iippbit :• me iathis elevation : and if you 
cannot ifi jufticc exaggerate my merit, make 
known at leail my hranble joy and gra- 
titude* ., . . 

I hope the duet which linclofe will ma- 
nifefl my eagernefs to be of Ibme ufe; it 
certainly is not the worft of my.produftioRS. 
Read it with attention, and you will find, 
exclufive of the tendernefs and charader of 
the two interlocutors, an imitation of an 
anfwer made to Louis XIV. by the neice 
of Cardinal Mazarin, who feeing him (hed 
tears at her being fcparated from him cries 
cut^ Areymi a King^ yet weep^ andfuffer mt 
to depart ? • This *• cdrrefponds very well 
wkh£«thc-incidehts cJf\the Opera. Believe 
m«^ my d^^ar - ff iejid, that ever delirous of 
feconding youf wiflies'to the utmoft* of my 
power,-^ I would on ^11 accounts do it in the 
Opera ^ou defire, and ^»^hat I will do fori 
yoiH I Win do for no other living creature; 
but this is not invention, but a long mental 
fatigue, and violent application which I 
h^ve never yet undergone without danger; 
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It is true that life is Ihort, and for this very 
reafon, I know that you would not wifh me 
fa> make it ftill Ihortcr. • If I find myfelf able 
to oblige you, moft certainly I fhall want 
no fpur. I am fo much yours, that I feem 
ta partake of the favours and honours heap- 
ed on you with fo liberal a hand, by your 
moft clement fovereign ; fo, that it almoll 
feems necefTary for me to thank them not 
only in your name, but my own. And oii 
account of this merit, 1 forgive fortune ail 
the cruelty with which (he has treated me 
in my own particular. You may judge 
whether flic is my enemy or nOj by reflcft- 
ing, that with fuch a twin^brother as your-* 
ielf, with the .prote6lors whom you procure 
me, tile ilivihities whom you render bene- 
volent, ' and- fuch numberlefs reafons of 
equity operating in my favour, I have been 
fo Ipng Xinable, with fuch pains, recommen^- 
dations, and humble prayers, to obtain any 
thing either from favour or juftice. I con- 
fole myfelf, that life, as you obferve, ii 
Ihort, and that Madame Fortune, will not 
long divert herfelf in perfecuting me. In- 
deed, my experience is fuch, as renders me 
|efs vuhierable, and ilefs fonfihJe to thd 
3 ftrok^s 
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ilrokes of this capricious enemy than for?' 
mcrly^ 

If J0U fliouid employ Jomelli, I truft you 
will, thank me for it; and if ever you 
ihould fee him, you will be attached to him, 
as he is certainly the moft amiable ^wr^W 
that ev^r eififted* At prefent, he is Maeftro 
4i Capeila^of St. Peter's at Rome, and is 
the darlipg of that city;, not only for his 
profeilionc^l abilities, brnt complacence, do^ 
ci^ityt graceful deportipient, and good morals* 
Aqd . all that are not pi^ejudiced, fpeak of 
him in this manner.. 

Ob, how delighted has the Countefs 
d'Althafi beea with (h^ chapter which yoq 
ieat nae for her ! She, and all the ladies of 
her acquaintance, tf> whom I have read a 
part of your fetter in the garden which you 
kaow ofy have cried out, in chorus^ what I 
ihould tell you, what. I fliould do for you, 
^n4 the Lord knows what. A quire of 
pap^ 5vould not contain all the congratula-? 
tions,. Salutations, remembrances^ and pa? 
pegyrics, with which I am charged. And 
iiQSv I think it high time to finiih, that 
the Poidman might have this letter in time. 
Adieui loy moil: beloved twia. Prefetve 

yourfelf 
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yourfelf carefully, for your own fake, for 
that of your friends, and, particularly, for 
him who is moft conftantly and afFeftion- 
ately yours. 

Vienna, June 13th, 1750. 



LETTER VI. 

,T0 THE SAME. 

Two of your moft dear letters, though 
of different dates, are arrived together : the 
one of the i8th of May, and the other of 
June 9th. They have travelled extremely 
flow ; but old as they are, coming from you, 
they have all the charms of youth* Let us 
anfwer them chronologically. You have 
celebrated St. Peter's day, without knowing 
it. But let me thank you^ and explain the 
myftery. Not being able to have your 
March executed in my own houfe, with a 
fiifficient number of inftruments, I gave it 
to the obliging Count d'Althan, and he 
propofed having it performed in the great 
Garden-hall- 
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On the evening of St. Peter, whofc liamc 
I bear, while the company was playing at 
cards, and thinking as little of Mufic as of a 
pilgrimage to Mecca ; they were all put 
into the utmoft aftonifhment, by a terrible 
clattgor of inftruments, which threw both 
the card-players and by-ftanders, into atti- 
tudes ridiculous enough for a piSure. The 
furprife foon degenerated into tumult : they 
threw down their cards, overfet the tables, 
and ran againft each other to the field o£ 
battle. Here the fonorous March, and 
alternate graceful Minuet, tranquillized thefc 
feditious people, who were wholly filent, till 
the inftruments ceafed to play, and then 
burft into a general applaufe. I then, with 
a modeft air, returned thanks to the gentle- 
men and ladies for the honour they had done 
this bagatelle. What! they all cried out, is 
it your Mufic ? No, faid I, but it is the fame 
as if it was mine, being compofed by my 
twin-brother. Here I was obliged to give 
^ hiftory of our twin-fhip, and it was de^ 
cided by acclamation, that there was but one 
Farinelli. Many fymphonies were played, 
but nobody would go home till the March 
had been again performed. Now, . my dear 

Gemello, 
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Gemelto, I was delighted to be in your 
company, even during this applaufe. But 
as to the thoughts, converfations, and dreams 
■which this night may have occafioned, I 
wafh my hands of them, and leave them to 
your confcience. 

I am proud to find, that my letter had the 
power to move two fifters of fuch differ- 
ent charaders. I beg you will reverence 
in my name, not only the gentle, but the 
fcornful Lady. Taftes are various : hence 
each may have her merit, in a different 
way ; but, mixed together, they would con- 
ftitute a dolce piccante^ of the moft pro- 
voking kind. Tell them, that they fhould 
not defpife the fondnefs of friends. Their 
fondnefs is different from that which we 
have for the fair fex : the firfl is encreafed 
by abfence, the fecond by proximity. The 
firft occupies the mind; the fecond agitates 
the blood ; but that which does not difturb 
the mind, can turn the brain. If all this is 
ineffeftual, tell them, at leaft, for our 
credit, that whoever can be an affcftionate 
friend, would not make a contemptible 
loven 

Our incomparable Countefs d'Althan fa- 
lutes you without end, and is much pleafed 
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by your favourable opinions of JD. Gactano. 
I have made her laugh with the Macheronc 
Pafticcio, and have no doubt but that it 
will be mentioned in her letters to Paris, 
where her nephew at prefent refides. 

The generous partiality with wliich, ac- 
cording to your letter, I am honoured by 
the moft worthy Marquis Enfenada, is 
merely in confequence of our near relation- 
fhip. But now you have feduced him in 
my favour, I beg you will not undeceive 
him. Impofe upon him ftill further about 
my tranfcendent merit ; but, whenever you 
would fpeak to him, free from all* danger of 
exaggeration, pray tell him of my venera- 
tion and gratitude : for I defy you to furpafs 
the truth on thofe fubjeds. 

I am glad to find that you remember our 
banker, who has treated us with fuch great 
courtefy, that gratitude is due to him. But 
you are miftaken in the peribn. I never 
fpoke to you concerning Rezzani of Ham- 
bro, whom I do not know ; but of Meffrs. 
Scbmitmer of Vienna, with whom I have had 
dealings. Whenever you have an opportu- 
nity of fcrving them, I beg you will not 
confound names. 

I Signor 
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Sig. Amorevoli, who now fings on the 
Vienna ftage for the fecond time, lays, that 
you formerly invited him to Madrid, but 
that he could not then leave his court : you 
however wrote, or employed fomebody elfe 
to write, to defire him to acquaint you 
when he would be at liberty ; with which 
requeft he complied, but has received no 
anfwer. He knows not whether his letter 
has mifcarried, or whether fome good friend 
has not given an unfavourable account of 
him. He has beggred of me to inclofe a Ict- 
ter addrefled to you, that he may be fure of 
its being fafely tranfmitted to you, and duly 
anfwered. He would willingly prefer Ma- 
drid to London, but fhould be forry to lofe 
both *. So that he entreats you to favour 
him with a categorical anfwer. This per- 
former is fo well known, particularly by 
yourfelf, that I fhould do him an injury, in 
attempting to defcribe his merit. ^ I fhall 
only lay* that I always hear him with the 
lame pleafure, and that no Tenor, not ex- 

* Amorevoli had been in England before : he arrived 
here in 1 741, with Monticelli, and the Vifconti, and re- 
mained in this kingdom, till the year 1744. His know- 
ledge, tafte, and expreffion, well merited the praifes be- 
' ilQwed on him by Metaftafto. 
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ccpting even Paita, has fuch an efFe£l on 
my feelings : fo that if this man were heard 
in Spain, particularly being new to that 
country, my opinion is, that he would do 
you great honour. It appears to me by the 
account he gives of his engagements, which 
I do not very well underftand, that he be- 
lieves himfelf at liberty from the Carnival 
of 1752, to that of 1753- 

Well, for the prcfent, I think you have 
had a good dofe ; another day I fhall be ftiti 
more dry and prplix. Continue to love mc, 
if you would not be thought ungrateful: 
for I believe it would be difficuh to find a 
fmgle perfon from Madagafcar to Nova 
Zerhbla, who does not know with what 
cftecm, fincerity, and afFeftion, I am yours, 

Vienna, July 18, 1750. 



LETTER VII. 

TO THE SAME. 

To-day, it certainly is not any bufinefs that 
we have to tranfaft which exafts from me 
thefe few lines, but mere impatience to em- 
brace you ; my hypochondriac afFedions arc 
infrequent want of a cordial draught of Fari- 

4 nelli, 
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nelli, otherwife my humours would become 
infupportable. I know not whether this de- 
claration will pleafe the two fifters who 
are fuch enemies to friendfhip ; but, at all 
events, fome narcotic will be found in your 
<lifpenfary to appeafe them. 

Now I have the pen in my hand, I rhuft 
tell you that, according to advices which I 
received froni the Duke di Salas, your full 
cheft ought now to be floating in the gulph 
of Lyons ; and that our cavalry being in the 
beft ftate, from the tenth of laft month, 
ought to be at this inftant in which I am 
writing, advanced far into France, So that 
our fleet and our caravan muft needs be 
approaching happily to their deftination. I 
J, wifh to both, not mine, but your luck, 
and am extremely impatient to fee which 
will get the better. 

Our good and admirable JomelH, is out 
of his wits to es^ecute your oommiffion well. 
He has written me a very long letter, in 
which he fpcaks of nothing elfe. I am very 
gnxious that he fhould pleafe the public of 
Spain. For your part, who judicipufly love 
harmony and exprejpon^ I have nq doubt of 
your approbation : but in Italy, at prefent, 
(here is a tafle for nothing but extra va- 
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gancc, and vocal fymphonies ; in which wc 
fometimes hear an excellent violin, flute, 
or hautbois ; but never the finging of a 
human creature. So that mufic is now to 
excite no other emotion than that of fur- 
prife. Things are carried to fuch excefs, 
that if not foon reformed, we fhail juflly 
become the buffoons of all other nations, 
Compofers and performers being only am- 
bitious of tickling the ear, without ever 
thinking of the hearts of the audience, are 
generally condemned in all theatres, to the 
dlfgraceful office of degrading the adls of an 
opera, into inter ?nezzi for the dances, which 
occupy the attention of the people, and chxti 
part • of the fpeftators. And it is to you, 
my good mafler, that this degeneracy is 
chiefly owing. It is your happy and won- 
derful powers, which all are ftriviiig in vain 
to imitate. But even to limp after you, 
requires Tuch legs as none are gifted with. 

Mercy on us ! I thought I had done, 
when here comes a letter from you, dated 
May 27th, which has been opened, and I 
am glad of it. I feal my letters from habit, 
not the defire of fecrely. Nor fhall I, in 
future, ever write a word lefs than I (hould, 
if this had never happened. I ever bad an 
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avcrfion to fuch things as fear public exatni- 
nation. 

If I do not inftantly finifli my letter, it 
cannot go this evening. Proftrate at the 
foot of the throne, not only the poor Attilio 
Regolo^ but alfo the hunmble author. Love 
and believe me per omnia fixculafoeculorum. 

Vienna, Auguft i, 1750. 



L E -T T E "^R VIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

I RECEIVE two of your letters, one of a 
date that was once known to God and your- 
":felf ; at prefcnt, perhaps, to none but God 
alone. The other is of the i ith of Auguft. 
1 ought and fhould have anfwered them in an 
ample manner, the fubje<9: required it ; but 
bow could I ? Being in the country where 
the company is numerous, I am never dif- 
fered to be alone, but to fleep : fo that there 
is no poffibility for a polite man to obtain a 
rag of folitude, either to do good or evil. 
Content yourfelf, therefore, for the prefent, 
with a Laconic anfwer, wliich being written 
under fuch inconveniences, may reafbnably 
afpire ^t the merit of a long letter. 

I muft 
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I muft coiifefs, my dear Gemello, that 
among all my poetical imaginations, I have 
never been able to find the mine of diamonds 
in the mountains of Moravia, which you 
talk of. Thefe are miracles referved for 
certain divinities of the firft order. Thefc 
are words of courfe : fo that I fhall not at- 
tempt; to reconcile their excefs, with my too 
great want of merit. But while you arc 
trying, with all the tenderneft of twinfhip, 
to render thefe divinities propitious to me» 
if you cannot honeftly exalt my merits, 
ipeak of my fubmiflion, fpeak of my grati- 
tude, and affure yourfelf, that you run no 
rilk of deviating from truth, however lively 
and violent may be your expreflions. Ac- 
cuftomed as you have long been to inhabit 
my heart, you know its moft fecret recedes, 
and are able to judge of the fincerity of ite 
emotions. 

Now your royal oracle has pronounced in 
favour of my Attilio Regolo, I defy Sopho- 
cles, Euripides, and all the Athenian Parnaf- 
fus* The fublime fufFrage which I can boaft, 
is worth that of all ancient Greece. But my 
dear Gemello, in our moft recondite confi- 
i^ence^ let me difclofe to you my wonder. 
Without injuring the angelic penetration 

of 
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of your divinity, I muft confefs, I never 
Ihould have flattered myfelf, that the au- 
fterity of my Regulus could ever have been 
fufFered in that fphere. The delicacy of 
fex, is naturally averfe to it, and royal in- 
dulgence and delights do not accuftom the 
palate to the harfhnefs of that rigid Roman 
virtue which 1 have endeavoured to deline- 
ate in my Attilio. A very uncommon foli- 
dity of charafter is necelfary to vanquifh in 
this manner, both fex, and education. Oh, 
my fortunate Gemello ! If I was capable of 
envy, yoii would be the objcft of it. I thank 
you for the defence which you have made 
of us poor modern Romans : but confcience 
fecretly reproves me'. Whoever places us 
below the ancients, has reafon on his fide ; 
and the refleftion is worthy of him who 
md(le it. 

But did any tyrant of Syracufe or Agri- 
gentum, ever torment a poor gentleman, as 
you torment me for an' opera ? And have 
I not reafon to call you a marine monfter ! 
I begin to think you are breeding, as fiich a 
longing fit never appertained to the mafcu- 
line gender. You then believe, that con- 
tinually tormenting my poor brains, is in- 
vention. Do you regard it as a fable, that I 

live 
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live in the fervice of a fovcrcign, who de- 
lights in poetry, and, luckily, from excefs 
of clemency, particularly of mine ; yet dur- 
ing five years, I have not been in a fituation 
to write a iingle verfe in compliance with 
her repeated infinuations ! Do you believe 
that I fhould not have been defirous of gra- 
tifying a twin brother, and of procuring the 
favour of fuch exalted patrons ? Rather, in 
charity, believe that I have thought and ftill 
think of it ; and that if it is not accompli/h- 
ed, it will not be from want of zeal^ but 
from a mere phyfical and invincible impofli- 
bility. The ceflation of all amulements for 
a confiderable time, occafioned here by an 
unhappy event, of which I fhall not fpeak 
through refpeft for my miftrefs's moft juft 
and laudable affliftion, permits me at pre- 
fent, to think of undertaking, leifixrely, feme 
poetical compofition. I fhall attempt the 
ford ; heaven grant that I may not be left 
in the pafTage. 

Jomelli wrote me word, fometime ago^ 
that he received an a6l of Demetrioy with 
which he was extremely pleafed. And my 
brother at Rome tells me, that he had heard 
the duet : fo that he is at work. Jomelli, 
however, from mere complacence, is defi- 
rous 
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rous of pleafing every body, and every body 
wants to employ him. He muft, therefore, 
be ftimulated ; I do it, and you muft not fail 
to do it by means of your excellent fecretary 
Marchefmi, whom I now feize the oppor- 
tunity of fainting. I beg you to prefent my 
invariable refpefts to the worthy Marquis of 
Enfanada, and tell him, that if a motion is 
not given to the waters of Parthenope in my 
favour, they will be quite ftagnant, to 
which they feem much inclined. I am un- 
worthy of fo much trouble, but the van- 
quifhing my evil fortune, is an cnterpf ife to 
tempt Spanifh generofity. 

The moft excellent lady of the manfion, 
and all her numerous guefts, charge me 
with compliments to you. I would give 
you a lift of the candidates of both fexes, but 
neither time nor my head will ftand by me ; 
{o I haften to conclude, with my ancient and 

moft conftant afFe6lion. 

Frain, September 15, 1750. 
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LETTER IX. 

TO THE SAME* 

Your letter of the 3d of laft month, in 
which you tell me of the happy fuccefs of 
our little Pegafian expedition, is arrived, 
and gives me the greateft pleafure, in the 
midft of the moft cruel perfecutions of my 
nervous afFeftions; which, this year, are more 
obftinate, indifcrete, and intolerable than 
ufual. I (hall not defcribe to you my pre- 
fent fufFerings, as it would too much excite 
your pity, and encreafe my own impatience. 
In (hort, all I have for it, is heroically to 
tolerate the prefent, and force myfelf to 
hope for future good. I figh to convince 
your glorious patrons, if not of my abilities, 
at leaft of my zeal and attention to obey 
them worthily. I am extremely impatient 
to hear what was the fate of the laft expe- 
dition in their opinion, and, afterwards, in 
that of the public. 

As foon^ ever my complaints grant me a 
truce, I fhall obtain great honour by the 
beautiful Arietta that you have fent me, 

which 
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which hy merely mumbling it between l\\t 
teeth, reminds me of my incomparable Gc* 
mello. In the mean time I have had it 
fung by Sig. Tedefchi detto Amadoii, a 
Soprano deferving of much efteem; as, in^ 
a room, particularly, he is, in my opinion, 
fuperior to all thofe who at prefent tread 
the ftage in the reft of Europe j and here^ 
at court, and among the nobility, he is 
juftly in very high favour. This performer 
Comes to entertain and folace me in my 
doleful hypochondriacs : and when your 
mufic is to be fung, I aflume the charade r 
of Maeftro, and he has the patience to bear 
with me% 

I fhould write much more, but my head 
is difobedient. So that after afTuring you of 
the moft partial falutations of yours, and my 
moft worthy Countefs d'Althan, I embrace 
you with my wonted afFetlion. 

Vienna, December 13, 175Q* 



This was the laft letter of the year 175a 
to Farinelli, which appears in the colledion. 
Before we advance further, it will be necef- 
fery to return back a few months, in order 
to refume the poet's correfpondencc with 

Sig, 
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Sig. Filipponi, to whom he generally writes 
with much vivacity and good humour. 



LETTER X- 



TO SIG. FILIPPONI. 



Neither my long refidence in the cotiti- 
Iry, .the idle carnival, nor the troublefome 
and lying compliments of the feafbn, have 
prevented me from writing fooner ; but the 
want of neceflary, ufeful, or, at leaft, amu* 
fing, materials, joined to the natural horror 
of a vacuum, which I feel in common with 
mankind, particularly in letters; and in the 
purfe. Think not that our friendfhip can 
fufFer diminution, from this interval of 
filence. Its roots are fo ftrong, fb ancient, 
and fo deep, that they can well bear a dry 
feafbn or two, without injury. It is not the 
plane tree, the palm, or the oak, but the 
leek, the lettuce, and the radifh, that perifli, 
if not conftantly watered. 

It is very true, that there are many difFer- 
cnt^propofals for reprinting my works; but^^ 
to tcllyou the truth, I feel no temptation to 
encourage any of them, unlefs induced by 
the pleafure of feeing my children more 

' magnificently 
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magnificently dreflfcd* 1 know hot, its yet, 
who is hioft likely to excite this paternal 
frailty ; and I fliall riot communicate the few 
inedited pieces I can find* nor engage rtiyfelf 
in the painful talk of an cxaft and general 
corre6tion, in order to encreafe the number 
of bad or middling editions which are al- 
ready multiplied more than is neceflkfy. 

You have perhaps already perufed my At-- 
tillio Regolo. Count Canale fometime ago, 
fent a copy of it to Turin. I wifh to have 
your opinion of it. If you want to know 
mine, here it is. 

Though according to letters from Saxo- 
ny, the tranquillity of northern afFeftions 
iias beeh much difturbed by it at Drefden, 
and though they write me word, that the 
performers of S. Samuele at Venice, have 
reprefented it with great {iiccefs, I am not 
certain that it will ever occupy the firft 
place among my moft popular dramas ; yet, 
I think it the moft folid, the higheft finifhed, 
and abounding with the feweft defers of 
any of my operas ; and, in fhort, regard it as 
that, which in preference to all the others, 
I would preferve, if only one could be faved 
from deftruftion. 
VOL. I . c c Yoli 
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You have fcnt back the Count and Counted 
Canale very thin ; though in common honel- 
ty you ought to have returned to us all that 
we configned to you. We (hall there- 
fore not let you have them again in a huriy. 

I am glad that you are pleafed with the 
country moufe(^); but this kind of labour is 
not worth the pains it cofts. To do it well, 
requires genius ; and whoever has a capital 
of his own, is unwilling to reduce himfelf 
to the meagre praife of having brought to 
ight the labours of others. 

Forget not to keep me alive in the 

memory of the moft worthy Count della 

Rocca, and the Marquis Ormea, whom I 

love and venerate as much as they deferve, 

tliat is, without end. I recommend myfel^ 

to the pious fervor of your amiable prieftefs, 

and am &c. (i&) 

Vienna, February 20, 1750. 

(g) This alludes to his tranflation of the fixth fatire of 
the fecond book of Horace, which did not appear in any 
edition of his works till after his deceafe. It is now gene- 
rally placed in the thirteenth or fourteenth Tcdume) with 
his other pofthuraous works. The tranflation is in Terz£ 
Rime^ the verfification of Dante, and is extremely clofe 
and happy. The original text is printed at the bottom cl 
the page. . * 

(J)) This was a title which he alw^ys^ in pleaiantrjry 
gave-toSignora Filipponi. 

LET- 
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LETTER XL 

TO THE SAME. 

I OWE you an anfwer to two charming 
letters, and wiflied to pay you with intereft ; 
but have not had time to attempt it. And 
I now fnatch a moment that is hardly flif- 
ficient for the acknowledgement of my debt, 
and prevent profcription. If I were to tell 
you all my impediments, you would be in- 
dulgent; but their detail would occupy more 
room than a categorical anfwer; and the 
excufe would be more tirefome than the 
fuppofed neghgence. 

I thank you for your partial analyfis of mjT 
Regulus; you gratify my pious prurience by 
it, as this opera is the Benjamin of all the 
reft. The German a6lors here have repre- 
fented it in their own language, with great 
applaufe ; but I have never yet had the cou- 
rage to go near it. The Teutonic air, in a 
Roman hero, feems to me like the boar in 
the fea, and the dolphin in the wood, which 

Horace laughs at. 

c c 2 You 
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You have procured me the good opinidit 
of the moft worthy Marchionefs of Lenzij 
take care to preferve it for me ; reprefent 
to her how highly I think mylelf honoured 
by her notice ; and how much for her fake 
I am grieved, at having fo little merited her 
favour, unlefs (he places to my account, the 
infinite relpe6l I have for her. 

Vienna, June i6, 1750. 



LETTER XlL 



TO THE SAME. 

- A MOST agreeable letter froni ybti was 
delivered to me in Moravia, at the fame 
rime as a command from court to return to 
Vienna, in order to write and direft the 
i-eprefentation of a very fliort drama, which 
is to be fung by three Arch-dutciheflfes, in ce- 
lebration of their moft auguft mother's birth- 
day. This occupation j more indeed of body 
than mind, has obliged me to m^ke a Ihort 
parenthefis in the midft of all tny civil) 
oeteonomical, political, literary, and voluptu- 
ous affeirs. You moift not, thei-efore, acciife 
me of negligence, for not janfwering yout 
letter fooner, nor for doing it ftow in fo fiim- 

marjr 
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mary a way ; as I am obliged to divide 
myfelf among a great number of creditors. 

The printer of Turin does ipy writings 
great honour, in fuppoiing that an edition in 
i2mo. little different from innumerable 
others already publifhed, woukj n^eet with 
purchafers. His plan does not tempt ray 
inanity. The inedited pieces which I have 
ftill by me, have occafion for the ax and 
the file ; therefore the time neceflary for 
preparing them, woijld vex hifp, and fatigue 
pie. As to the order in which they (houjd 
appear, I have nothing more to fay, than 
that I wifti all the writings of my early 
youth might be placed at the pi>d of the 
Wprk; but as the reft have i>o connexion 
with e^eh other, they may be dilpolfd at 
plcafure. Tell him, if it is pot top late fof 
him to profit from the informatiop, th^at I 
have lately received petitions of the fame 
kind from Leipfic, Paris, and Piacenza; 
and have made the fame anfwer. 

In order to be doing fomething to remind 
you of me, I fhall give 4ireftions for an 
excellent little pifture of myfelf, which is 
now in my pofleffion, to be copied for you. 

Vienna, Oftober 255, 1750 

cc 3 LET- 
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LETTER XIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

1 SHOULD have anfwered your laft letter 
Iboner, had I not waited till the pi6hire was 
finifhed ; and now, it being Chriftmas Eve, 
I muft be fhort, as the feveral offices, aftivc 
and paflive, have abfbrbed the whole day. 

I fend you one pidure of me in wax, 
which is moft excellently done. Another 
in miniature, which I have had copied three 
times ; and, at length, with tolerable fiiccefs. 
It is now in the hands of a moft tedious en- 
graver. When finifhed, you fhall have a 
print likewife from this. Adieu* I write in 
company, and therefore can add nothing 
tnore than ufiial good wifhes. 

Vienna, December 24, 1750. 

LETTER XIV, 

TO THE SAME ' 

During my filence, I had to combat 
with my complaints, and with the mufes. 
I have written an opera, by command of 

my 
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my moft auguft Patron ; I finifhed it but 
yefterday, and you are to regard my writing 
to you to-day, as no fmall mark of my 
favour. 

In order to appeafe you, T enclofe half a 
dozen Metaftafios, upon whom you may 
fatiate your vengeance, and then refumc 
your good humour. Adieu. Make my re- 
verences to the amiable prieftefs ; look upon 
this as a long letter, and try to fancy that it 
merits luch complaifance. 

Vienna, April 19, 1751. 



LETTER XV. 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI. 

Notwithstanding appearances are Co 
much againft me, my plagues and infirm* 
ities were fuch, as not to permit me to 
fend you even two lines by laft Saturday's 
poft, in anfwer to your moft agreeable let- 
ter of the 25th of November, which I receiv- 
ed in the uftial way ; and at prefent, I know 
not whether my eagernefs to write to you 
will be fufficient to fubdue my difficulties. 
But let us fpeak of pleafanter things. 

c c 4 The 
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The Miniftcr Pleiiipotontiary, Don Anto- 
nio di Azlor, from your court, is arrived, 
I have been twice at his door in vain ; and 
he has been once at^ mine, with the fame 
fucccfs. But at length we have met, and 
we now fee one another almoft every 
evening, at the affemblies in Althan houfe. 
He has aheady had an audience of my moft 
Auguft Patrons, and I am told, has been 
moft gracioufly received. He pleafes me 
extremely ; and fuch fcems to have been his 
fate with the nobility, and corps diploma-, 
tique. He has an agreeable ferioufnefs iu 
his afpe6l, an openncfs in (peaking, and fo 
noble, courteous, and judicioi^g an addrefs, 
that I hope he will worthily and ufefully 
fuftain. the charafter with which he is hp^ 
noured. There is no aflerting any thing 
pofitive for the future ; but whoever beginsi 
well, has half performed his talk, I have 
interrogated him very much concerning 
yourfelf, as all are folicitpus abpyt what 
is moft dear to them, and I am f xtremely 
pleafed wj^h his anfwers. He aflTures Hic, 
that your .profpeiity ha§ not \v\ th? IcJift 
altered the fweetnefs and moderation of your 
charafter. A rock, accordii:^g. to ^ncienj 
and modern examples, extremely difficult 

tQ 
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|o avoid ; and much more amldft the fayoprs, 
than the perfecut;ions of fortune. He has 
alfured me, that though mounted to luch ai) 
enviable fituation, you have not an enemy. 
To obtain forgivene{s for fuch profperity, I can 
cafily conceive how wife, how difuitcrefted, 
and how beneficent mvlft be your condudlt 
I congratulate you on thefe ineftimable cha- 
rafteriftics, which are yqur own, and not 
the gifts of fortune ; and I congratulate my* 
f^lf for having known and loved you, be- 
fore yqu had given fuch illuflrious proofs of 
your eftimable and arjiiable qualities. 

If you ki>ew JoMELH perfonally, you 
would iiot woi^der at the indolence of which 
you Gonjiplain. He h^s a tranquil a^^d fc-f 
rene mind, and loves to faijijtpr at his eafe, 
and indulge the fatnefs of his well-fed body ; 
giving way to every ifnpylf? that can iave 
him the trouble pf refiftanc^ ; fo that he is 
always influenced by thpfe that are neareft 
him. Grieve at this on your pwn apcpniit, 
if ypH will, or rather 4?plpre \n him this 
mbft troublefo(n§ 4?fei5i l?u$ nwer bclievo 
that he ever ipeant tq deceive ypii« A frau4 
would iiivqlve his p^cififi «Ui|>oli(iQi> in too 
jnuch trpuhl^t 

lwoul4 
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I would fay a thoufand things more, but 
my head has protefted againft it, for Ibme- 
time. Adieu. 

Vienna, January g, i75k 

LETTER XVI. 

TO THE SAME. 

You began the world by performing 
miracles.: and it is not one of a common 
fort, to make me write verfes at this time of 
life, when I have- more reafon to execrate 
my, impertinent infirmities, which plague 
me more and more every day. And you 
will perform another miracle, if they fhould 
let me finifti this letter. 
. Here is Didone for you, abridged, as much 
as poffible, without injuring it too much, 
and even corrected in fome place. In the 
firft ad, I have not been able to make much 
ufe of the fheers; inthefecond, but little; 
in the third, however, they have beeii^ very 
adive. The number of airs is that pre- 
fcribed* by yourfelf. But ih the third aft, 
as 'Jarbas, after the combat, would have 
come in without an air, and there » is a 
changeW fcene, I have written two verfes 

which 
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which conned with the fenfe and fituation 
of the recitative ; but if fung, arctbrevijjtma^ 
to a Cavatina^ they will give Ipirit to the 
entrance of the perfonage, and afford the 
inftruments an opportunity of feconding the 
mutation, without lengthening the opera a 
minute. The Licenza fij^ if fclf-iove 
does not feduce me, fcems not to partake of 
my fufFering ; which only fays, that it is all 
the little I fhould have been able to do, if 
I had not been fo tormented. Pray let the 
machinift read over and over again the re- 
marks prefixed to the MS. that he may 
underftand and faithfully exprefs your ideas 
and mine. 

I have received by the favour of the wor- 
thy minifter plenipotentiary from your court^ 
free even from the heavy expences and in- 
exorable demands of this cuftom-houfe, your 
magnificent prefent of fnufi^, porcelain, bark, 
vanilla, and other unknown articles. I re- 
turn thanks to the generous donor. And 
wifli I may ever poflefs the faculty of me- 
riting fuch enviable kindnefs. If my head 

(/) Epilogue, or FtnaUy generally a compliment to 
the fovereign for whofe court, and at whofe cxpence, the 
opera is performed ; like the prologues to the operas of 
Lull!, written by Quinault for Louis XIV. 

would 
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\\ ould permit me to write much, this would 
be ail exceifivc long chapter. It will be (0 
ftill, when 1 am able. In the mean time, be 
affured, that I am unable to lay whether I 
anr> more glad or more confufed, I hope 
th^t the Marquis d'Enfenada, to whom I 
beg my moft humble refpeds, will believe 
this truth; and that you will do the fame. 

You wrote me word fometime ago, that 
1 fhould find, in a fla(k of earth, ifn herb that 
was good for the breqft^ and a diuretic^ Now 
iuftead of this herb, I have found a white 
fubftance refembling foap, but what it is, no 
one in Vienna can telL If you wifli ibaX 
your prefent (hould not be tilelefs, I beg you 
will not forget, in your anfwer, to tell me its 
name^ virtue, and the manner of ufing it, 
However, if it has been fpoiled on the road, 
I muft beg you to fend me another flalk. 

The Countefs d* Althan th^^uks ypu for 
^he little canifter of fnufF; but, luckily, it is 
too good for ladies ; fp that it will cqnie to 
ipy fhare. Adieu; you have performed the 
fecojid miracle, at which I rejoice, ai^d am, 

Vienna, Jaquary 30, 1751, 

LET* 
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LETTER XVIL 

TO THE SAME. 

» 

You will wonder at my delay In ahfWef • 
ing your letter; but when you know the 
caufcj you will wonder ftill more, at my 
being able to fteal a moment to write thele 
two lines. After my laft letter^ I went into 
Moravia for the country air, which my 
health, more impaired than uflial, required. 
In the beginning of Autumn, we were 
aflailed among the mountains by a Winter ex- 
traordinary ; {(j furnifhed with ice, with wind, 
and all the ornaments of December, that in 
defpite of ftoves, chimneys, and pellices lined 
with fur^ theft was no one of the company 
who efcaped a cough, acconipahied, more or 
lefs, with its ufoal attendants ; and I, not lefs 
favoured than the reft, had a -due Ihare of 
thefe bleffings. But at laft, when the feafbn 
began to grow milder, and I hoped to re- 
cover my ftrength, conxes an exprels with 
an Imperial mandate to transfer myfelf to 
Vienna, as it was determii^ed that the opera 
for the ladies, which was to have come out 
in December, fhould be reprefented in 06l:o- 
berV So that, with the blefled remains of 
- 3 my 
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my defluxion and other numerous complaintt, 
I am here in the midft of a crowd of tu- 
multuous applications. For befides inftruft- 
ing four young ladies, who are quite novices, 
both in the language and ufe of the ftage, 
the weight of the direftor of the mufic falls 
on my poor flioulders, without my deriv- 
ing from it either honour or advantage. 
This is one of the court phenomena, in which, 
without the leaft crime, I fliall fufFer all the 
penalty. You know what it is to be a ftage 
rudder; it is therefore needlels to defcribe 
to you my fituation- The opera will be 
brought on the ftage in eight or ten days. 
I fend you the words before they are pub- 
liftied, not only as my dear Gemello has the 
preference in this, as well as in the reft of 
my heart, but becaufe it feems very fit for 
his purpofe. Adieu. A crowd of peof)le 
>re waiting for me. 

Vienna, Oaober i8, 1751. 

- LETTER XVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

You muft imagine, that, till to-day, I 

could neither have the book, nor a moment 

I . I to 
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to finifli this letter; which is the exa6l truth. 
I fhall not plague myfelf in trying to per- 
luade you of this, becaufe you have been 
often in my cafe; but with political and 
oeconomical circumftances, much more fa- 
vourable than mine ! 

This evening the opera appears on the 
Jlage for the firft time, therefore addio. 

A propos to the ftage, at Naples my bu- 
linefs is pleafantly fung. They have told 
my agent, that when the archbifhop of 
Montreal is provided for, fomething will be 
given to me. The archbifhopric of Mont- 
real becomes vacant by the death of Cardi- 
nal Acquaviva, and God knows which of 
our nephews may live to lee him provided 
for- Then, my beloved Gemello, what are 
we to underftand by this precious Jbmetiing ? 
But I have no time for declamation; and 
you may eafily conceive whether I have 
been able to write verfes. Adieu, once 
more ; they are all crucifying me at this 
moment. 

Vienna, Oftober 27, I7SI» 
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LETTER XIX- 

TO THE SAME. 

Yours from the efGurml, of th6 iith^ of 
laft month, afflifts me with the neWs of the 
bad ftate of your deaf health, and aggravates 
my own fufferings ; which amidft nmy plagues 
in attending the rehearfak of // Re P(2jiore^ 
were* more intolerable than uftiaL One of 
the difagreeable efFeds of this tumult, is my 
not having been able to fecond the wifhes 
ef my beloved Gemello, ih writing fuch a 
feftival drama as he had fuggefted to mc. 
I had intended to deVote myftlf to his (tr-^ 
-trice in the country, but I was there attack- 
ed by a fever and defluxion, on my arrival ; 
^nd before I was Recovered, comes an ex- 
J>refs which obliged me to gallop to Vienna, 
where I alone was forced to practice every 
trade, or rather to be Jack of ail Trades. 
Ajad amidft my fatigues and the enormous 
coldnefs of the Theatre; my ill-cured de- 
fluxion has taken fiich deep root, and entered 
into an alliance with my other complaints 
fo clofely, that it afFefts my fpirits as well as 
my health. I comfort myfelf with the 
hope that // Re Pajiorey which I fent you 

the 
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\)it inftant it came out of the prefs^ will im- 
fwer your purpofe extremely well. It is gay, 
tender, amorous, Ihort; and has, indeed, all 
the neceflary requifites for your wants* No 
teprefentation here is- remembered to have 
extorted luch univerfal applaufe. The la- 
dies who performed in it, did wonders, par- 
ticularly as to aftion. The mufic is fo 
graceful, fo well adapted arid fo lively, that 
it enchants by its own merit, without in* 
juring the paffion of the perfonage; and 
pleafes exceflively. I fhould inftantly haVe 
had it copied and fent to you ; but as the 
four ladies are ^fopranos^ and there is no 
part for any other kind of voice, except 
that for Aleflandro, which is a tenor, I did 
not think it could be of ufe to you, without 
alterations. If ever you fhould wifh to have 
it, read the drama with attention, cafl the 
parts; and I wiH prevail on the compofer 
himfelf to adjufl it to your purpofe, or new 
fet whatever you pleafe. The author is Sig. 
Giufeppe Bono: he was born at Vienna of 
Italian parents, and fent by Charles VI. to 
fhidy mufic under Leo, with whom he pafT- 
cd his firfl youth *, I know two Other Ger- 
man 

* Thi$ is the firft time that the name of this compofer 

has come to my knowledge; of his works I am ftill ignorant ; 
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itiSn (fompofers, Gluck, and Wagefifcil, 
The firft has furprifing fire, but is mad ; and 
the other is a great harpfichord player. 
Gluck compofed an opera for Venice, which 
was vtvy unfortunate. He has compofed 
others here with various fuccefs. I am not 
a man to pretend to judge of him. 

My dear Gemello, I can write no morfe, 
my head rebels. Adieu, if you wiA me to 
be well, Ihew me a good example ; and be- 
lieve that I am more vexed than you can be, 
at my inability to oblige you. You know 
fo well how fincerely I fpeak, that it is un- 
riecfeffafy to .enforce this affertion. 

Vienna, November i6, 1^51 • 



^ Soon after the performance o^Attilio Re^ 
goh at Drefden^ the Mingotti^ who there 
firft diftinguifhed herfelf in the part of At- 
tilia^ \n that opera, being invited to the 
theatre royal jat Naples, to fing in the fame 
drama, obtained a letter of recomrnendation 
to the Princefs di Belmpnte, from Metaftafio, 

hov/ever, the charaSer givfen of him here by Metaftafio, 
on whofe probity and good tafte we may rely, afligns him 
-an honourable ftation among compofers whofe abilities 
reft only on tradition, though his produ£lic»is may never 
have penetrated into this country. 

4, " • which 
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whicli has riot Ibeen mferted in the poet's 
eorrefpondence publifhed 'at Nice, but ap- 
pears in Sig. Saverio Mattei's Memoirs^ 
ivbich, though (hortj contain rtiany curious 
anecdotes relative to our Lyric Bard's pri- 
vate life, that, previous to this publication^ 
Were not to be found elfewhere {]>). A 
iketch of tlie life of the celebrated finger 
and adbrefs, Mingotti^ has already been given 
^llewhere, from her own motlth (r); but as 
this letter, is not mentioned there, and is 
fuch an unequivocal teflimony of the favour 
in which flie flood with the poet in this 
early period of her celebrity, it feems to be 
conne6led with the preceding account of 
AttiUo. 



L E T T E R XX. 

TO TttE PRINCESS DI BELMONTE* 

" SiGNORA Regina Mingottij one of the 
jprincipal ornaments of the vocal band a^ 
Drefdexi, being engaged at Naples in the 

(h) Mejt^brie ptrfervire alia ^ita del Metajlajio raccolte 
4a Sa^erU Mattel. Edmone prima, in colle. 1785. 

{c) Prefent State of Mufic in Germany, &€. vol i» Art* 
Munich. 
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fime rank, has not efcaped the Epidemic 
defire of being furnifhed with a lettei* from 
me to your excellence. This requeft, how* 
ever, would have been fruitlefs, had (he 
not moft wickedly, and malicioufly, hit 
upon the following expedient for vanquilh* 
ing my well known repugnance to give waj 
to fuch applications. When £he left the 
court of Drafden, what does Ihe do, but poft 
away to Vienna; and without giving mc 
the leaft previous notice of my danger, ear- 
ly one fine morning, prefents' herfelf in my 
room, and in a military habit, preceded only 
by her fame, and accompanied by all the 
graces of youth, vivacity, and talents, and 
what is ftill worfe, entitled to the chief 
credit of the fuccefs of my Attilia in Dref- 
den. Now tell me, madam, with your 
ufual candour, if ever you heard of fo cun- 
ning a mufical trick ? It was like putting a 
knife to the throat of a poor chrifiian. I 
* know not not what Socrates, Cato, or Arif- 
tides would have done in ftich a cafe ; but 
this I know, th^t I could not help writing 
the letter, and even devoutly thanking Hea- 
ven that fhe had the moderation to limit h^ 
pretenfions to a letter only. 

This 
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This letter has no date, but it mull hoYC 
been written in 1 751, when Attilio wasfirft 
reprefented at Naples ; as a letter written 
•that year by the poet, tt) the fame princefs, 
to reprefs the too fartguine expeiSlations of 
bis firft patronefs, for the fuccefs of this 
opera, appears in Sig*, Mattei's Memoirs, 
which is the rapre curious, as it contains 
Metaftafio's opinion of the talents of the adr 
mirable tenor fmger, Raaffy then young, 
and whofe fame Uke that of Mingotti^ wag 
fparcely fledged. 

LETTER XXI. 

TO THE PRINCftSS DI BELMONTE. 

Though my Regulus is an opera, of 
which I am the leaft afliamed ; and though 
my dear Raaffi^ fuch a performer as cannot 
be parallelpd; I believp thfit th^y are not made 
for each other, and th^t, joined together, 
they will both be facrificed- That is tq fay, 
the part of Regulus will ruin my poor Raaffy 
^nd Raaff will be the ruin of the part, and 
of the opera. This drama cannot fucc^ed, 
ynkfs the principal perfonage ple^fe^ qx- 
tremely ; and our dear Raaff is phyfic^Uy 
p 4 3 unablQ 
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unable to fupport this weight. The reafons 
are numerous,founded on experience; and I 
hope that your excellence will believe a 
man who venerates you, and eftcems RaaJ 
as much as he merits, that is to fay, excef' 
fively. — Befides, that immenfc fpace in the 
great theatre of San Carlo^ will abforb all 
thofe inimitable graces, and that wonderful 
agility, which render this charming finger 
fb admirable in a room : indeed he has fplit 
upon this rock elfewhere, in theatres three 
times lefs Ipacious than this ; fb that I can 
hardly hope that he will (hare a better fate 
in future. 



The event, however, to the great joy of 
Metaftafio, did not correipond with his ex- 
pe6lations ; the incomparable Raaff having 
overcome every obflacle ; and the prediftions 
of the Princefs of Belmonte, were better 
verified than thofe of the poet ; who by the 
firm confidence which the princefs placed in 
the abilities of Raaff^ began to doubt of the 
reftitude of his own judgment, before the 
opera was brought on the Neapolitan flage \ 
and anticipq^ting his defence in another let- 
ter on the fubjeft to the fame princefs, he 
fays, " wherever my matchlefs Raaff czxi be 

heard, 
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heard, he will doubtlefs ravifh the hearts of 
all the audience; but if the fize of this 
theatre is fo enormous as it has been de- 
scribed to me, it is impoffible to imagine 
that the exquifite delicacy of his tafte and 
expreffion will not be loft, and in fhort, all 
the wonderful and peculiar graces of his ftyle 
of fmging. You, madam, will fay, that there 
is no reafoning againft faSs : and I fhall re- 
ply, that men arc obliged to reafon, but not 
to prophefy ; particularly about theatrical 
matters, as they often elude all prudence 
and conje6hire, and lefs frequently difgrace 
jniftakes, than credit predidions, '' 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUMEf 
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